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A central problem within feminist discourse has been our inability to either arrive
consensus of opinion about what feminism is or accept definition(s) that could serve
points of unification. Without agreed upon definition(s), we lack a sound foundation:
which to construct theory or engage in overall meaningful praxis. Expressing her fr
trations with the absence of clear definitions in the essay “Towards A Revolutions
Etl;;ics,” Carmen Vasquez comments: :

“There is no getting around it. Afie
tieus, mtelligent women embarras
ated with it.

§t's as if it has an unpleasant cen
ou were to present them with eve

We can’t even agree on what a “Feminist” is, never mind what she would believe in and & “ beliefs to the letter—and even if th

she defines the principles that constitute honor ameng us. In key with the American cap
obsession for individualism and anything goes so long as it gets you what you want. Femin
in American has come to mean anything you like, honey. There are as many definition:
Ferninism as there are feminists, some of my sisters say. with a chuackie. I don't think it’s fin
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It is not funny. It indicates a growing disinterest in feminism as a radical political m@
ment. It is a despairing gesture expressive of the belief that solidarity between WOmE
not possible. It is a sign that the political naiveté which has traditionally characteti
woman’s lot in male-dominated cul{ure abounds, _
Most people in the United States think of feminism, or the more commonly used &
“women's lib,” as a movement that aims to make women the social equals of men
broad definition, popularized by the media and mainstream segments of the mover
raises problematic questions. Since men are not equals in white supremacist, capi{&?
patriarchal class structure, which men do women want to be equal to? Do womeD sl ”
a common vision of what equality means? Implicit in this simplistic definition of woig ¢s” approach to the definitica
liberation is a dismissal of race and class as factors that, in conjunction with Sﬂx_ﬁg at is meant by “anything goss
determine the extent to which an individual will be discriminated against, exploited: men regardless of her polité

. 4 bationalist communist) can,

fied with simple definitions for cbvious reasons. Rhetorically placing themseives! M reflect the class nature of ¢
same social category as oppressed women, they were not anxious to call attention t0f éf?(:us on the individual worm
and class privilege. : Hhis definition of feminism iz
Women in lower-class and poor groups, particularly those who are non-white, W9 Y lfbﬁral wommen find appealit
not have defined women’s liberation as women gaining social equality with mep :l{fhf“s mmore acceptable than 2
they are continually reminded in their everyday lives that all women do not ghare & aﬁn‘Sm defined in political tert
mon social status. Concurrently, they know that many males in their social grot 2 Cﬂges women to enter a ney
exploited and oppressed. Knowing that men in their groups do not have social, PO €¢s is our lot and develop
and economic power, they would not deem it liberatory to share their social status 0 that the focus of feminks

: asizi -
SEng eradicating the cule
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they are aware that sexism enables men in their respective groups to have priv:
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od them, they are more likely to see exaggerated expressions of male chauvinism
e their peers as sternming from the male’s sense of himsell as powerless and inef-
atuid in relation o ruling male groups, rather than an expression of an overall privi-
od social status. From the very onset of the women's liberation movement, these
smen Were suspicious of feminism precisely because they recognized the limitations
yerent i itS definition. They recognized the possibility that feminism defined as social
ity with men might easily become a movement that would primarily affect the social
' dir;g of white women in middle and upper class groups while affecting only in a very
arginal way the social status of working class and poor women. . ..
; a recent article in a San Francisco newspaper, “Sisters—Under the Skin,"” colum-
b Greene commented on the aversion many women apparently have to the term
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.o, Greene finds it curious that many women “who obviously believe in every-

n{g that proud feminists believe in dismiss the term ‘feminist’ as something unpleas-
. something with which they do not wish to be associated.” Even though such women
ien acknowledge that they have benefited from feminist-generated reform measures
hich have improved the social status of specific groups of women, they do not wish to
#r inability to either arrive seen es participants in feminist movement:

gefinition(s) that could servs
=we lack a sound foundation
“ful praxis. Expressing her ffi
say “Towards A Revolutiona

“There is no getting around it. After all this time, the term “feminist” makes many bright, ambi-
tious, intelligent women embarrassed and uncomfortable. They simply don’t want to be associ-
ated withs it.

s as if it has an unpleasant connotation that they want no connection with. Chances are if
: : on were to present them with every mainstrearn feminist belief, they would go along with the
ghat she would believe in and hy beliefs fo the letter—and even if they consider themselves feminists, they hasten to say no.?
= key with the American capita]
gets you what vou want, Feming
. There are as many definitions
2 chuckle. I den't think it's funn

any women are reluctant to advocate feminism because they are uncertain about the
ganing of the term. Other women from exploited and oppressed ethnic groups dismiss
2 term because they do not wish to be perceived as supporting a racist movement; fem-
ism is often equated with white women's rights effort. Large numbers of women see
feminist as synonymous with lesbianism; their homophobia leads them to reject associ-
ion with any group identified as pro-lesbhian. Some women fear the word “feminism”
because they shun identification with any political movement, especially one perceived
radical. Of course there are women who do not wish to be associated with women's
ghts movement in any form so they reject and oppose feminist movement. Most women
more familiar with negative perspectives on “women's lib” than the positive significa-
ions of feminism. It is this term’s positive political significance and power that we must
How struggle to recover and maintain.

Currently feminism seems to be a term without any clear significance. The "anything
es” approach to the definition of the word has rendered it practically meaningless.
hat is meant by “anything goes” is usually that any woman who wants social equality
with men regardless of her political perspective {she can be a conservative right-winger
‘2 nationalist communist) can label herself feminist. Most attempts at defining femi-
Bism reflect the class nature of the movement. Definitions are usually liberal in origin
dfocus on the individual woman's right to freedom and self-determifiation. . . .

. This definition of femifntism is-almost apolitical in tone; yet it is the type of definition
ﬁ}a?y liberal women find appealing. it evokes a very romantic notion of personal freedom
hich is more acceptable than a definition that emphasizes radical political action. . ..
minism defined in political terms that stress collective as well as individual experience
_-‘?ﬁallenges women to enter a new domain—to leave behind the apolitical stance sexism
ips do not have social, poli ¢ éeﬂfﬁes Is our lot and develop political consciousness. . . . By repudiating the popular
: share their social status. while tion that the focus of feminist movement should be social equality of the sexes and
.tive groups to have privile phasizing eradicating the cultural basis of group oppression, our own analysis would
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ination and the inter-relatedness of sex, race, and class oppression. Therefore, it co
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require an exploration of all aspects of women's political reality. This would meap:
race and class oppression would be recognized as feminist issues with as much releyg
as sexism. :

When feminism is defined in such a way that it calls attention fo the diversn?
women's social and political reality, it centralizes the experiences of all women, espe
Iy the women whose social conditions have been least written about, studied, or chy
by political movements. When we cease to focus on the simplistic stance “men g :
enemy,” we are compelled to examine systems of domination and our role in their
tenance and perpetuation. . ..

specific group of women, any particular race or class of women. [t does not pri
women over men. [t has the power to transform in a meaningful way all our liv
Feminism as a movement to end sexist oppression directs our attention to systems of

us to centralize the experiences and the social predicaments of women who bear
brunt of sexist oppression as a way o anderstand the collective social status of wor
in the United States. Defining feminism as a movement to end sexist oppressioniser
for the development of theory because itis a starting point indicating the direc '
exploration and analysis.

The foundation of future feminist struggle must be solidly based on a recognitig
the need to eradicate the underlying cultural basis and causes of sexism and other f
of group oppression. Without challenging and changing these philosophical struct
no feminist reforms will have a long range impact. Consequently, it is now necessary
advocates of feminism to collectively acknowledge that our struggle cannot be defin
a movement to gain social equality with men; that terms like “liberal feminist” and E:
geois feminist” represent contradictions that must be resolved so that feminism wi
be continually co-opted to serve the opportunistic ends of special interest groups.
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1. Carimen Vasquez, “Towards a Revolutionary Fthics,” Coming Up, January 1983, 11.
2 Bob Greene, “Sisters Under The Skin,"” San Prancisco Examiner May 15, 1983,
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Sojourner Truth
(1797-1883)

rlidly based on a recognition ¢f
aaases of sexism and other forms
i these philosophical structureg;
equently, it is now necessary for
ar struggle cannot be defined as
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solved so that feminism will »
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Well, children, where there is so much racket there must be something out of kilter. I
think that ‘twixt the negroes of the South and the women at the North, all talking about
‘rights, the white men will be in a fix pretty soon. But what's all this here talking about?

© That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted over
ditches, and to have the best place everywhere. Nobody ever helps me into carriages, or
over mud-puddles, or gives me any best place! And ain’t | & woman? Look at me! Look at
wy arm! | have ploughed and planted, and gathered into barns, and no man could head
me! And ain't I a woman? I could work as much and eat as much as a man—when I could
get it—and bear the lash as welil And ain’t I a woman? I have borne thirteen children,
and seen them most all sold off to slavery. and when I cried out with my mother’s grief,
aone but Jesus heard me! And ain’t T a woman? .

Then they talk about this thing in the head: what’s this they call it? [Intellect, some-
one whispers. ] That's it, honey. What's that got to do with wemen’s rights or negro’s
rights? If my cup won't hold but a pint, and yours holds a quart, wouldn’t you be mean
not to let me have my little half-measure full?

Then that little man in black there, he says women can’t have as much rights as men,
‘cause Christ wasn't a-woman! Where did your Christ come from? Where did your Christ
come from? From God and a womarn! Man had nothing to do with Him.

If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down
allalone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back, and get it right side up
Again! And now they is asking to do it, the men better let them.

Obliged to you for hearing me, and now old Sojourner ain't got nothing more to say.

na Up, January 1983, 11.
iner, May 15, 1983,
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Christy Haubegger

African-American women are overweight. At least I'm in good company. Because acco
ing to even the most generous height and weight charts at the doctor’s office, I'm a gogd
twenty-five pounds overweight. And I'm still looking for the panty-hose chart that
me on it (according to Hanes, T don't exist). But I'm happy to report that in the Latin
community, my community, I fit right in. :
Latinas in this country live in two worlds. People who don't know us may think w
fat. At home, we're called bign cuidadas (well cared for).
Tlove to go dancing at Cesar's Latin Palace here in the Mission District of San Pranc]
At this hot all-night salsa club, it’s the curvier bodies like mine that turn heads. I'm
one on the dance floor all night while some of my thinner friends spend more time ¥
ing along the walls. Come to think of it, I wouldn’t trade my body for any of theirs.
But I didn’t always feel this way. I remember being in high school and noticing t
none of the magazines showed models in bathing saits with bodies like mine. Hands:
movie heroes were never hoping to find a chubby damsel in distress. The fact that [ha
plenty of attention from Latino boys wasn't enough. Real self-esteem cannot come fro
male attention alone. ik ody possesses solidness and €
My turning point came a few years later. When I was in college, I made a trip to Mexi Il. drawing me onto the sand. [
and I brought back much more than sterling-silver bargains and colorful blankets. * ice, for five years, and swirled o
T remember hiking through the awesome ruins of the Maya and the Aztecs, civilize d. Twafted, dried out, apathetic
tions that created pyramids as large as the ones in Egypt. I loved walking through temi: ‘thad no weight in the world de
doorways whose clearance was only two inches above my head, and I realized that 1§25 Bess, a refugee in a cocoon of hun
be a direct descendant of those ancient priestesses for whom those doorways had o 4rved my body and twitched in ol
nally been built. S8tence and progressed in their li
For the firsi time in my life, I was in a place where people like me were th Mic honors, professors praised n
ones. And I began to accept, and even like, the body that T have. R0k three months of hospita
T know that medical experts say that Latinas are twice as likely as the rest of the pop learn to nourish myself ars
lation to be overweight. And ves, [ know about the health problems that often accol Msshape, T accepted my right e
ny severe weight problems. But most of us are nof in the danger zone; we're just -:-ﬁ SPirit. 1 remembered how to |
cuidadas. Bven the researchers who found that nearly 40 percent of us are overwe 195 the ocean ag my guide.
noted that there is a greater “cultural acceptance” of being overweight within ?210 disputes the ocean’s fullne
communities. But the article also commented on the cultural-acceptance factor . *OWing up in New York City, £
were something unfortunate, because it keeps Hispanic women from becoming hed Cided an all-girls high school,
er. I'm not so convinced that we're the ones with the problem. Embraﬁing mainstream culie
If the medical experts were to try and get to the root of this so-calted prob
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- would probably find that it's part genetics, part enchiladas. Whether we're Cub
- pmerican, Mexican-American, Puerto Rican or Dominican, feod is a central pa f H;‘
- gispanic culture. While our {ood varies from fried plaintains to tamales, what é)o;sn(’)t
change is it role in our lives. You feed people you care for, and so if you’re, well cared f
bien cuidada, you have been fed well. o
{ rernember when I used to be envious of a Latina friend of mine who had always b
on the skinny side. When [ confided this to her a while ago, she laughed. It turns oj;t t;e;:
. ywhen she was growing up, she had always wanted to look more like me. She had trbuble
- petting dates with Latinos in high school, the same boys that I dated. When she was lit-
" fle, the other kids in the neighborhood had even given her a cruel nicimamé' la seca, “th
~dry one.” I'm glad I never had any of those problems. - e
Dur conmmunity has always been accepting of us well-cared-for women. So why don't
ve feel beautiful? You only have to flip through a magazine or watch a m.evie to ieal’
7 that beautiful for most of this country still means tall, blond and underfed. But now ifr:
mow it's the magazines that are wrong. [, for one, am going to do what I-can to mak
sure that mis hifas, my daughters, won't feel the way I did. ©
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Abra Fortune Chernik

i}ilbzdy possesses solidness and curve, like the ocean. My weight mingles with Earth's
ﬂce fr;wff}ng me onto ctlhe sand. I have not always sent waves into the world. I flew off
» 101 Hive years, and swirled madly like a cracking brown leaf | :
in th

iiwa?ted. dried out, apathetic. © salty autumn
s ZCE e1?0 wel.ght in the world during my years of anorexia. Curled up inside my thin-
‘,:ed muﬁee l.ﬂ a cocc?on of hunger, I lost the capacity to care about myself or others. I
- y (f;dy and tht;hed in place as those around me danced in the energy of shared
- he and progressed in their lives. When I graduated from college crowned with aca-
ttoo?(ri?lrs, professors praised my potential. I wanted only to vanish.
t.o o iee mon‘ths of hospitalization and two years of outpatient psychotherapy for
s I0 nourish mysgif gnd to live in a body that expresses strength and honesty
spir;i) I g eacceptl';ed néy right and my obligation to take up room with my figure. voice
o Iremembe ,
b the oo, myrgeuigzw to tumble forward and touch the world that holds me. [
j"rléo flisputes the ocean's fullness?
oW in N ; ;
ndog f;i ui ig E\ewr York City, I did not care about the feminist movement. Although {
Emb ; -glrls‘fngh school, we read mostly male authors and studied the history of

g mainstream culture without question, I learned about womanhood from

Hon Magaw
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foreign and offensive, swathed as they were in stereotypes that threatened my adolescenﬁ-
need for conformity.

Puberty hit late; I did not complain. I enjoyed living in the lanky body of a tal chil'r.i.
and insisted on the title of “girl.” If anyone referred to me as a “young woman,” | woylg
cry out, horrified, “Do not call me the W word!” But at sixteen years old, I could no long i
deny my fate. My stomach and breasts rounded. Curly black hair sprouted in the mog
embarrassing places. Hips swelled from a once-ilat plane. Interpreting maturation as ag
unacceptable lapse into fleshiness, I resolved to eradicate the physical symptoms of my
impending womanhood. --

Magazine articles, television commercials, lunchroom conversation, gymnastics
coaches, and write-ups on models had saturated me with diet savvy. Once [ decided 45
lose weight, I quickly turned expert. I dropped hot chocolaie from my regular breakfast
order at the Skyline Diner, I replaced lunches of peanut butter and Marshmallow Fluff
sandwiches with small piatters of cottage cheese and cantaloupe. T eliminated dinner
altogether and blunted my appetite with Tab, Camel Lights, and Carefree bubble gum;
When farious craving overwhelmed my resolve and I swallowed an extra something-ﬁ
would flee to the nearest bathroom to purge my mistake.

Within three months, I had returned my body to its preadolescent proportions and
had manipulated my monthly period into drying up. Over the next five years, | devoted
my life to losing my weight. [ came to resent the body in which I lived, the body that
threatened to develop, the body whose hunger I despised but could not extinguish. If 1
neglected a workout or added a pound or ate a bite too many, I would stare in the mirror
and drown mysell in a tidal wave of criticism. Hatred of my body generalized to hatred
myself as a person, and self-referential labels such as “pig,” “failure” and “gluito
allowed me to believe that I deserved punishment. My self-hatred became fuel for the s
mutilating behaviors of the eating disorder. _

As my body shrank, so did my world. I starved away my power and vision, my energy
and inclinations. Obsessed with dieting, I allowed relationships, passions and identity to
wither. [ pulled back from the world, off of the beach, out of the sand. The waves of m§ my life rose from printed pages
existence ceased to roll beyond the inside of my skin. ' nist consciousness.

And society applauded my shrinking, Pound after pound the applause continued. itke Ihad been willing to accept
the pounding ocean outside the door of my beach house. . .. : ociety that profited from my »

By the time [ entered the hospital, a mess of protruding bones defined my body. and zed more than “personal psyct
the bones of my emaciated life rattled me crazy. I carried a pillow around because it hurt ed body, I observed a woman he
to sit down, and I shivered with cold in sultry July. Clumps of brittle hair clogged the drail starving, self-obsessed and po¥
when I showered, and blackened eyes appeared to sink into my head. My vision of realify 16 one except herself. Despi
wrinkled and my disposition turned mercurial as I slipped into starvation psychosis, & anhattan sophistication, I ha
condition associated with severe malnutrition, People told me that T resembled a CONCE achieve the sickly impotess:
tration camp prisoner, a chemotherapy patient, a famine victim or a fashion model. fiess, love and success. And eve

In the hospital, I examined my eating disorder under the lenses of various therapie ery thought and every passic
dissected my childhood, my family structure, my intimate relationships, my belief sy% p Aslong as society resists fe
tems. I participated in experiential therapies of movement, art and psychodramé: Hawed. As long as society aces
learned to use words instead of eating patterns to communicate my feelings. And st Popular culture will prefer wo
refused to gain more than a minimal amount of weight. : o mumer after my college grade

1 felt powerful as an anorexic. Controlling my body yielded an illusion of control o Ving to grow small.
my life; [ received incessant praise for my figare despite my sickly mien, and my frai® 4 Arm‘ed with this insight, £/
manipulated family and friends into protecting me from conflict. I had reduced my worl €ermined to recreate myself

tan, and [ took my first bite:

10 a plate of steamed carrots, and over this tiny kingdom I proudly crowned MY 5 s
queen. , .. . L dning weight and getting
with & Ve ever committed. . . . Batix

I spent my remaining month in the hospital supplementing psychotherapy el
- e majority of my peces

independent examination of eating disorders from a social and political point Gf vie
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- eded to understand why society would reward my starvation and encourage my van-
neeae . . X

hing. In the bathroom, a mirror on the open door behind me reflected my backside in a
jrror over the sink. Vf_:rtebrae poked at my skin, ribs hung like wings over chiseled hip
nanes, the (W sides of my buttocks did not touch. I had not seen this view of myself before.,
g writing, 1 recorded instances in which my eating diserder had tangled the progress
“of my life and thwarted my relationships. [ filled three and a half Mead marble notebooks.
Five years' worth of I wouldn't sit with Daddy when he was alone in the hospital because
eeded to go jogging; I told Derek not to visit me because I couldn't throw up when he was there;
Falmost failed my comprehensive exams because I was so hungry; 1 spent my year at Oxford
“oith my head in the toilet bowl; T wouldn't eat the dinner my friends cocked me for my nine-
th birthday because I knew they had used oil in the recipe; I told my family not to come to
oy college graduation because I didn't want to miss a day at the gym or have to eat a restaurant
meal. And on and on for hundreds of pages.

_This henest account of my life dissolved the illusion of anorexic power. I saw mysell
aked in the ruth of my pain, my loneliness, my obsessions, my craziness, my selfish-
s, my defeat. [ also recognized the social and political implications of consuming myself
ith the triviaiities of calories and weight. At college, I had watched as classmates
volved themselves in extracurricular clubs, volunteer work, politics and applications
jobs and graduate schools. Obsessed with exercising and exhausted by starvation, I
4 not everl consider joining in such pursuits. Despite my love of writing and painting
d literature, despite ranking at the top of my class, I wanted anly to teach aerobics.
: pite my adolescent days as a loud-mouthed, rambunctious class leader, ] had grown
to a silent, bungry young woman.

: And society preferred me this way: hungry, fragile, crazy. Winner! Healthy! Fantastic! I
began reading feminist literature to further understand the disempowerment of women
vour culture. I digested the connection between a nation of starving, self-obsessed
amen and the continued suceess of the patriarchy. I also cultivated an awareness of
fernative models of womanhood. In the stillness of the hospital library, new voices in
iy life rose from printed pages to echo my rage and provide the conception of my femi-
st consciousness,

Thad been willing to accept self-sabotage, but now 1 refused to sacrifice myself to a
clety that profited from my pain. I finally understood that my eating disorder symbol-

od more than “personal psychodynamic trauma,” Gazing in the mirror at my emaciat-

tbody, I observed a woman held up by her culture as the physical ideal because she was

ving, self-obsessed and powerless, a woman called beautiful because she threatened
one except hersell. Despite my intelligence, my education, and my supposed

hattan sophistication, [ had believed all of the lies: [ had almost given my life in order
ghieve the sickly impotence that this culture aggressively links with female happi-

2 love and success. And everything I had to offer to the world, every tumbling wave,

¥ thought and every passion, nearly died inside me.

slong as society resists female power, fashion will call healthy women physically

ed. As long as society accepts the physical, sexual and economic abuse of women,

ular culture will prefer women who resemble little girls, Sitting in the hospital the

mer after my college graduation, I grasped the absurdity of a nation of adult women

'8t grow small.

fm‘Ed with this insight, I loosened the grip of the starvation disease on my body. [

fined to recreate myself based on an image of a woman warrior. I remembered my

1. and { took my first bite.

ining weight and getting my head out of the toilet bow? was the most political act

SEVer committed, | | | Bating disorders affect us all on both a personal and a political

~The majority of my peers—including my feminist peers—still measure their beauty
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What are you getiing at?”
well, let's put it like this, M
have quite & reputation for
Jing to have your monf:y taker
wysten, if T wanted—"
Never mind. What time dic i
shout 11 pm.”
You were out on the streets :
Just walking.”
just walking? You know tha
n't you aware that you cou
1 hadn't thought about it.”
What were you wearing at ¢
t's see. A suit. Yes, a suit.”
‘An expensive suit?”
eil—ves.”
In other words, Mr. Smith, ¥
t practically advertised the ia
tthat so? [ mean, if we dida
ng for this to happen, might
Took, can't we talk about th
m afraid not, Mr. Smith. 1

against anorexic ideals. Even among feminists, body hatred and chronic dieting ¢
tinue to consume lives. Friends of anorexics beg therm to please start eating; they th
friends go home and continue their own diets, Who can deny that the millions of yg
women caught in the net of disordered eating will frustrate the potential of the next W
of feminism? . ..
As young feminists, we must place unconditional acceptance of our bodies at the
of our political agenda. We must claim our bodies as our own to-love and honor in §
infinite shapes and sizes. Fat, thin, soft. hard, puckered, smooth, our bodies arg
homes. By nourishing our bodies, we care for and love ourselves on the most basicf
When we deny ourselves physical food, we go hungry emotionally, psychologically, ¢
tually and politically. We must challenge ourselves to eat and digest, and allow societys
call us too big. We will understand their message to mean too powerful, :
Time goes by quickly. One day we will blink and open our eyes as old women. If
spend all our energy keeping our bodies small, what will we have to show for our
when we reach the end? I hope we have more than a group of fashionably skinny g

ally, the line of questionic
psort of cross-examination—
The time of night, the vie
by force, the clothing-—uaf
and the manifestation of
y rapes are reported.

Ancnymous

The law discriminates against rape victims in a manner which would not be tolerat
victims of any other crime. In the following example, a holdup victim is asked quest
sirnilar in form to those usnally asked a victim of rape. '

“Mr. Smith, you were held up at gunpoint on the corner of 16th & Locust?”

“Yes.”

“Did you struggle with the robber?”

“No.”

“Why not?”

“He was armed.”

“Then you made a conscious decision to comply with his demands rather tha
resist?”

“Yes.”

“Did you scream? Cry out?”

“No. [ was afraid.”

“1 see. Have you ever been held up before?”

“No.”

“Have you ever given money away?”

“Yes, of course—"

“And did vou do so willingly?”
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awhat are you gelling at?”

=ase start eating; then thg sppell, fet’s put it like f:his,‘ Mr, Smith. You've given away money in the past—in fact,
5 that the millions of YOﬁn pave quite a reputation for philanthropy. How can we be sure that you weren't con-
he potential of the next yy g to have your money taken from you by force?”

' pisten. if I wanted—"

sNever mind. What time did this holdup take place, Mr. Smith?”

sabout 11 p.m.”
sygu were out on the streets at 11 p.m.? Doing what?”

“Tust walking.”

“Just walking? You know that it's dangerous being out on the street that late at night.
yjeren't you aware that you could have been held up?”

[ hadn't thought about it.”

“what were you wearing at the time, Mr, Smith?”

“[et’s see. A suit. Yes, a suit.”

“An expensive suit?”

sWell—yes.”

“In other words, Mr. Smith, you were walking around the streets late at night in a suit
at practically advertised the fact that you might be a good target {or some easy money,
't that so? T mean, if we didn’t know better, Mr. Smith, we might even think you were
king for this to happen, mightn't we?”

fook, can't we talk about the past history of the guy who did this to me?”

'm afraid not, Mr. Smith. I don't think you would want to violate his rights, now,

wonld you?”

#1 and chronic diei‘mg G
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Xaturally, the line of questioning, the innuendo, is ludicrous—as well as inadmissible as
sart of cross-examination—unless we are talking about parallel questions in a rape
e. The time of night, the victim's previous history of “giving away” that which was
n by force, the clothing—all of these are held against the victim. Society’s posture on
pe, and the manifestation of that posture in the courts, help account for the fact that
few rapes are reported.

=ich would not be tolerate
Idup victim is asked guestie
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- of 16th & Locust?”

b hi ds rather than
b his deman Jackson Katz

:d_i’&%her talk about pornography than the First Amendment. The former has been an
! U?rtant influence in my life and the lives of most of the men I know.

nfortunately, we rarely discuss that influence. Too often. when I've been involved in
ussions about pornography with groups of men, usually in a college or high school
g, the talk quickly goes to a debate about free speech and the Constitution.
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Sometimes that focus, while evading the more difficult personal issues, can be enj
ening and productive. But most of the time such debates are dominated by kne
invocations of the Bill of Rights and the need to combat “censorship.” The subjec
framed as one of “individual rights” versus “government control,” and the entire ey
cise is then dominated by men {and less frequently, wornen) who compete with each ot
to see who has the most compelling grasp of constitutional principles. :

And no one talks about pornography. .

For many of us who grew up with magazines like Playboy and Penthouse, this cg
as a reliel. It's a lot easier to talk politics and legal issues than it is to discuss masturh
tion, fantasy, and the sexual objectification of the women we work with, sleep with;
love. That stuff is . . . private. For many of us, it's shrouded in shame, And let's face it :
embarrassing. ' :

Conversationa! avoidance is one of the ways that men, myself included, have m
aged to dodge the kind of introspection that feminists have been engaged in for deca
Only in the past decade or so have a number of men begun to apply some of the fem
ideas linked to the insight that the personal-is-political and started talking about our by
experiences and attitudes in an honest and self-revelatory way.

When the subject is pornography, this sort of critical male self-disclosure can lea
new insights both about sexism and men’s violence against women, and abont the
al and emotional problems of many men.

But before I get to some of these, I have to acknowledge that my focus here is thee
on men of heterosexual pornography aimed at straight men. The consumption of porno;
raphy by gay males has its own dynamics, as does the consumption by lesbians of
bian porn. There are common issues of sexual objectification, the commodificatio
people’s bodies, domination and submission, and so forth. But the overwhelming
centage of pornography consumed in our culture today is heterosexually oriented; 7
that is the sphere with which I'm best acquainted.

So what kinds of things can we learn when men talk about our use of pornograp
and not the First Amendment? I realized when I first read seriously and considere
ideas of anti-pornography feminists that it is naive and facile to equate pornograp
media representations of “sex” and not deconstruct further its function within the st
tem of gender relations. This insight seems obvious in retrospect, but I never thot
about that when { was growing up in the 1970s. Even today, despite more than a quat
century of feminist anti-porn writing, teaching, and political activism, most young
I talk with think that the only people with a reason to oppose it are uptight and prl
religious fanatics and man-hating radical lesbians.

This ignorance is partially based in a defensive form of denial. It is unsettling ¢
that what we experienced as so pleasurable, masturbating to images and videos ﬂf-
women, has harmful effects. If it really is harmful to women, and to our relation :
with them, we'd rather not think about it. o choice but to take this se

How is our private pleasure harmful to women? One way to conceptualize this _?me of my friends’ discomi
consider pornography as an industry. It is a huge industry, taking in an estimated }iS‘E}eSS about the subjugatis
bhillion in annual revenues. (According to the Los Angeles Times, nearly 10,000 ¢ . .
videos were released in 1999 alone.) And who are the workers in this industry? The i:g{;; of I‘Vi}lg in a male-don
contrary to our convenient stereotype of high class models, largely poor or wcrklﬁ% "éh(zhbedy image and sexusl
women, many of color, who are often treated with outright contempt and coert! n €0 contributes to all s
the men who control the business. Further, the vast majority of women who p¢ Qe Wor'nan F'was close to wr
magazines or act in porn movies have been sexually abused as children and ma¥ 213; 1$3}d1a, This included mec
been raped or abused as adolescents. So we need to be aware that by puTChasmr - henever we'd see a pax

using pornography, whatever our motives, we are perpetuating the exploitation ¢ w

&, she’ .
i’e:ge d fee} personally viel
and girls who have already been victimized by male domination and violencej ‘ OutTrarely had the san
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But apart from these exploited wormnen, does pornography “cause” violence against
women? S0me people argue that, after all, most of the 90-odd percent of men who have
€;O_y_mmleci pornography at some point in their lives do not rape and sexually assault
women. While technically accurate, this misses one of the central points that feminists
make: pornographic representations of women affect the way that all men see and relate
tp wotaen. Visual imagery is powerful. It's not harmiess fun. There is a vast amount of
ipformation contained in a picture or a video.

Most white people I know accept the concept that blatantly demeaning and degrading
media representations of Alrican-Americans are unacceptable. We see them for what
they are: racist. We understand that the problem is not simply the injury done to the indi-
vidual actors, Rather, we recognize that all African-Americans suffer, because our feel-
ings about the entire race are influenced by those images. Most Gentiles I know accept
the same reasoning when it involves popular caricatures of Jews in Germany in the
1930s.

But when many men consider demeaning and degrading images of women, they

quickly discard logic and the consensus breaks down. “That’s not sexism,” they'll say.
i1's sex. Can't you understand that I like looking at nude women's bodies?” In the debate
about pornography and men’s violence against women, many men simply refuse to
-ascribe the exact same causal connection between objectification and violence that they
“mmake when the subject is race.
Furthermore, arguing that the pornography industry is not sexist requires a willful
‘jgnorance about the deep misogyny that pervades porn culture. It's not just the images.
{One representative e-mail solicitation I received through my regular account with a lead-
tng internet service provider aimed this message at young men: “Summer vacation is
here and we have the college sluts to prove it! Their idea of a ‘summer job’ is spreading
“their Jegs and taking it live on camera. . . . It's so easy to get those hot little bikinis off the
slats. It’s what they want.”

Men who are not troubled by this type of blatant anti-woman aggression, including
those who consume some of the really outrageous pornography available {oday, proba-
- bly know at some level that they are “getting off " on a celebration of their power over
- women {i.e., sexismy),

But for some men, including the majority who have not been exposed to overtly vio-
- lent pornography, the reasoning process is more complicated. 1 know. I went through it
- myself. Initially I found it difficalt to understand how pornography that is not explicitly
Violent can be harmful. The standard argaments were sufficient to soothe my conscience:
-F'm not going to rape anyone; these women are consenting adults.

When I began listening to some of my women friends’ feelings about pornography 1
~was forced to reassess my thoughts, These were intelligent, urbane women, far from prud-
h, for whom pornography was saddening and degrading. Because I respected them, I
ad no choice but to take this seriously.

Some of my friends’ discomfort with pornography was linked to their level of con-
clousness about the subjugation of women. But it was more than that. Women with a
eminist political consciousness, like all women, carry with them the personal scars and
Aggage of living in a male-dominated world. Some of the most painful of these involve
sues of body image and sexuality. Women inevitably internalize the culture’s misogyny,
hich then contributes to all sorts of problems in their relationships with men.

One woman I was close to was deeply disturbed by the sexual exploitation of women
R the media. This included media far more mainstream than hard- or soft-core pornog-
Z?Ph.‘f- Whenever we'd see a particularly “sexploitative” beer commercial or MTV riusic
ideo, she'd feel personally violated, then morose. As a-man I could empathize to some
“8ree, but 1 rarely had the same visceral response. This inevitably affected the way we
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related to each other, including the way we related sexually: how safe she'd allow hep,
to feel, how vulnerable. :

But it's not fair to say that pornography worked only on her psyche. It touched
as well. The reduction of women to body parts for men’s consumption can significapy
damage women's sell-respect. But repeated exposure to pornography also can redye
men’s ability to form intimate relationships with women. Such exposure conditions ys;
relate sexually not to unique, complex women, but to interchangeable bodies who 3
“fuckable” to the degree that we like looking at their breasts, vaginas, and buttock
sure that few men who use pornography ever pause to consider how their long-term ¢
sumption of it contributes to the impoverishment of their relationships with real woma

For many men, the short-term pleasure provided by pornography overshadows s
harm it might cause. As the saying goes, if it feels nice, don't think twice. How bad ¢
be if it gets you off?

If a consumer of child pornography made that argument, we would have a re
rebuttal: we don't care if you get off to it, it's wrong (and yoa have serious proble
There are more important matters here to consider beyond your immediate sexual
fication. And though the arguments can get tricky when considering the case of com
senting adults, the moral, if not the legal, principle holds: your right to get off sexu
has to be balanced against women's rights to live free and dignified lives.

How does pornography perpetuate the subordination of wormen? The level of m
violence against women in this society is out of control. Despite decades of femi
activism, boys and men are still sexually abusing, batiering, raping, and murdering;
and women at an alarming rate. While this violence has no single cause, the dehum
ization and objectification of women in the media is surely one of the contributing
tors. Consider the pervasiveness of sexual harassment that women suffer from me!
school, the workplace, on the street. Men aren’t born biologically programmed fo sexu
ly harass women. We learn it. We learn it through continuous exposure to a media
ture that is profoundly influenced by the ideological and stylistic convention
pornography. It is impossible to discuss the way American boys have been socialized]
manhood over the past three decades without talking about the effects of pornograpt

I know that many of my thoughts and feelings about women, men, and sexuality
shaped by some of the dominant themes of the genre. For example, one of the more
ular themes is that while they might like “sensitive” guys for friends, most women
sexually attracted to rough, aggressive men. :

This didn’t cause me to become a jerk, but it did cause undo self-doubt and inse
For other young men, this same media message is taken as a license to be sexif
callous if not abusive toward women. This isn't to say, simplistically, that mexn sce ¥
in movies and magazines enjoying rape and sexual harassment, and are there
couraged to go out and assault them. That happens, but the long term effects of
messages are even more troubling. The blatant sexism and misogyny of t%le'_
nography industry has pervaded all other forms of media, inevitably permeating:
consciousness.

But we're not passive agents. We can't reverse the entire process overi
can choose to stop supporting the degradation of women and the dehumanizat
own sexuality by refusing to purchase or rent porn magazines and videos, ot SEﬁJSCf
porn sites on the World Wide Web. There's no getting around it: the personal 8 PO

At the same time, personal change on the part of a handful of sensitized men i :
ficient, We need also to express publicly our unhappiness and outrage at the wﬂ?
pornography industry fuels sexism and violence against the girls and women We clal
love. This can help stimulate discussions among men about our sexuai and gender
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"’fhis isn't going to be easy. The question of motivation is espe{;iaﬂy problematic. People
nder: what do men have to gain by making these changes? What's in it for them?

jo's really pretty simple. If we want to be able to look the women we care about in the
e and sy that we respect them and support their struggle for dignity and equality, then
- really have no other choice.

E

W

i

utilizing some of the growing body of pro-feminist men’s research and literature,
¢ like women, men go through a process of consciousness-raising as the first step

ext Steps and Action
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Whitney Walker

ake a look,” he said.

My fingers stopped on my combination lock as I looked to my right to see a man, naked
from the waist down, standing a foot away from my locker.

FPor years I'd heard about girls getting flashed near my suburban California high

ool. When it had happened to my sister a few vears earlier, it had been broad daylight

dshe and her girlfriends laughed until the man ran away. It was not like that tonight.
was dark and we were alone.

AllTcould do for a moment was follow his orders and look at him. He carried his pants
et his left arm, and his right hand was shoved into the pocket of his grey-and-blue run-
¢ jacket. Was he holding a weapon beneath his jacket? Was he going to rape me? Did

move closer? Did I hear someone else?
What do you want?” I finally managed.
Just take a Jong look.”

Estood frozen in front of him for a long time. [ thought about running or yelling for

D but told myself it wouldn’t work: He would be too fast, no one would hear, T was
ng desperate. My car keys were cutting into my hand. Were they a weapon?
Teould stab you,” I warned him, gripping my keys.

HY

Td like to see you try.”

g; fecoiled, shaking with both fear and anger. He was right, I wasn't going to try. “All

i,

L Isaw you, just leave.”
Close your locker.”

id, and was relieved when the next order was to walk away slowly and net look back.

Why | Fight Back
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When I began to run, he disappeared into a dark hallway and did not follow me, [ ; 4 fumbling through your purse
home and told my mother what had happened, and we called the police. To my kg '?Dnded to the marketing tactics
edge, he was never caught, . jearal “wisdom” has always heli
it would be several years before I'd take my first sel{-defense class and stop seeing ny are constantly vulnerable to ses
as a failure that night. I wanted to stab him, stop him, scare him the way he scared 1 ending: She beats his chest and
wanted to be unafraid of him. But he overpowered me, ordered my obedience and receyy is away but trips; he walks slow
it. “I'd like to see you try.” His words followed me long after I stopped hearing his vojea aracter and lands a swift knee to
was typical teenage insecurity that made me freeze up during tests, get tongue-tiad 4 cond, smiles, and then keeps coy
ing arguments, fumble the winning shot during soccer games. But I'm sure those wy These are ridiculoas scenarios. i
contributed. They taunted me, pushed me down, reminded me: He won. g sy womarl and still succeed i :
As a kid with an equal-rights, athletic mom and a dad who wanted daughters rat s this warning: Don/'t fight bact
than sons, T was raised on feminist children’s books like Free to Be . . . You and Me, as » most well-meaning of sources.
knew boys weren't better than girls. I also refused to believe they were stronger. Wh 1o speak to first-year fermale st
bullies picked on me or my friends, I hit them in the knees with my Holly Hobby iux ytal rape and torture, you may &
pail and that was that. But as with most girls, my self-confidence decreased as I grew o first seli-defense class, an attaci
continued to believe in equal rights, but—since I didn’t excel on the playground and wi ther. He may say, "Don’t screauw
n't allowed to hit boys—I gave up on being athletic or tough. . . . : aw; why should he keep his pr
That all changed my junior year, when [ took my first self-defense class with ecting it—when he puts down
Grant. A fifth-degree black belt in karate who has taught seli-defense for fifteen y pe to tie you up. After that poix
Karla explained to me how tradition and the media warned me not to fight back a ere’s the double standard that o
men. She told me how I could fight back, where and when to strike and with what ense. If you get raped, the firse.
told me why I must fight back, both to save myself and to help stop the growing mu is usually, “You must have wa
of attacks on women every day. Then she taught me how to punch and kick; how to hen [ began seeing the hypos
a blow from a fist, a club, a knife or a gun; how to fight two attackers, or three, or & gan to see the hypocrisy iz
a gang. At the end of eight weeks, I broke a two-inch-thick wooden board with myfi e connected to my awakenin
and Karla told me, “If you can break a board, you can break his nose.” have similar answers. Why is
I've carried that message with me ever since, through three years of martial arts ¢t Whether referring to reprod
self-defense training, When I hear the words of my attacker attempting to push me dow ol back. With self-defense, I &
the voices of my three feminist teachers—XKarla, Kathy and Roberta—tell me to pu arla also told my class that th
back. I see that night in high school differently now: 1 was not a failure, I was brave at women can successfully ta
not risk my life. I got away. . . . E in four women between eighs
I feel more independent because of my self-defense training, not less so, and [am s ine. And every time a womaie.
ful for the female senseis who encourage questions and focus on women's strett hittled down even further, The
Women's bodies are perfect for karate: We have more lower-body strength and tend women make up 30 percent ¢
more agile than men. Most important, our attackers do not expect us to fight ba enough, but it’s up from 10 pe
women have the element of surprise. I rapists are thwarted becatix
've been a pacifist all my life, and vet I relish the knowledge that my front ki¢ s will be intimidated into obe
reach someone’s head, my punch can knock someone to the floor, These are not €& was flashed again recently, on
pletely incompatible notions. Passivity does not mean submission—it means de-e il his coat draped over his arm $
tion. Fighting back does not mean warfare—it means handing over the mone a tr}fing to show only me, but 1
mugged, but going for the testicles if he grabs me. Equal rights means women shot doing, | immediately thought
equal to (not the same as, but equal to) men in all ways—including equal fighters.: €ct position for me to break i+
Women who study martial arts say they are calm in the world and that they weat ate chop his neck, And [ coulet
training like an extra layer of protection, a warning: I can take care of mysell W el it car, and he was no thz
have long been striving to say that with confidence on an economic level. Self—dﬂ? 8the had not succeeded in frigk
provides the strength to reinforce it on a physical level. Living with the funda®! € been. At the next stop, he ¢
knowledge that I can proteci myself against a man has changed my life completely] ed to myself,
the dojo and out. I no longer question my instincts. I know them to be good Wit
arms block a punch before my eyes see it. I don't apologize for being in the wayi b
seen the usefulness of my body. Knowing that I am strong, I refuse to be weak.
it's self-confidence that doesn’t come from a gun or a can of Mace, and it wol™



Why I Fight Back

niot follow me 1 Werg% " gpmbling through your purse in a dark alley. It's not surprising that women have
s police. To my kng s onded to the marketing tactics of gun manufacturers and deterrent-spray dealers.
aral «wisdom” has always held that women's bodies were not made to fight, and that
#nd stop seeing myge| e are constantly vulnerable to sexual violence. With that kind of setup, movies supply
ae way he scared g - '.'ihe ending: She beats his chest and hysterically pleads for mercy: he doesn’t grant it. She
shedience and reaeivéé ;s away but trips; he walks slowly and still catches up. Even if she's a strong female
ed hearing his voice, | d lands a swift knee to the groin, he’s the Terminator; he stumbles for a mi}-

. character an :
s, get tongue-tied dyp. - “yecond, sriles, and then keeps coming.

’ These are ridiculous scenarios, but they've made their way into the consciousness of
 very womarl and still succeed in scaring us and preventing us from fighting back. So

- dpes this warning: Don’t fight back, you'll only get him angry. Everyone's heard it from

. he most well-meaning of sources, like the high school sex education teacher or the cops

- who speak to first-year female students in the dorms. The idea is that if you submit to
* prutal rape and torture, you may get away with your life. May. But as Karla explained to

-y first self-defense class, an attacker is already angry and not very trustworthy as a bar-
 gainer. He may say. “Don’t scream and you won't get hurt,” but he’s already breaking
he law; why should he keep his promise? The best time {0 fight back is when he’s least
expecting ijt—when he puts down the gun or the knife to assault you, when he gets the
rope to tie you up. After that point, you don’t know what he’s going to do. And then
there's the double standard that comes from the same sources that advise against self-
defense. If you get raped, the first question is, “Did you fight back?” “No.” The response
then is usually, “You must have wanted it.”

When I began seeing the hypocrisy of these messages from male authority figures, 1
also began to see the hypocrisy in all of patriarchal society. My sel{-defense training
became connected to my awakening as a feminist. The questions began to sound the same
and have similar answers. Why is a woman's right to control her body constantly threat-
ened? Whether referring to reproductive rights or sexual violence, the answer is to take
control back. With self-defense, I am in control.

Karla also told my class that the one-in-four statistic left something out—the possibili-
ty that women can successfully take down their attackers and get away. It should read:
One in four women between eighteen and twenty-four will be targeted for rape in her
lifetime. And every time a woman isn't attacked because she defends herself this statistic
is whittled down even further. The National Women's Martial Arts Federation estimates
that women make up 30 percent of all martial artists in the United States. To me, that’s
not enough, but it’s up from 10 percent ten years ago and one percent fwenty years ago.
When rapists are thwarted because women fight back, attackers will stop assuming their
victims will be intimidated into obedience.

I was flashed again recently, on the subway in Manhattan. An older man stood next to
me, his coat draped over his arm to hide his fly, which was open to expose his penis, He
was trying to show only me, butl didn’t notice for a while. When 1 finally saw what he
was doing, I immediately thought about all T could do to take him out. His knee was in a
perfect position for me to break it with a kick. I could smash his elbow with a punch, or
karate chop his neck. And [ could certainly knee him in the groin. We were in a crowd-
ed, well-lit car, and he was no threat to me. Instead I looked to his face and showed him
that he had not succeeded in frightening or arousing me, whichever his purpose might
have been. At the next stop, he covered himself up with his coat and exited the car. |

faughed to myself.
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lan Law

When T was first asked to speak at a seminar on the issue of “pro-feminism,” T was he: '
tant. I was unsure if 1, as @ man, should be talking about what it might mean to be pre- only in me but also in themseh
feminist. I discussed it first with a number of people close to me, particularly women, to rienced the effects of my sexis
get their advice on the matter before making the decision. . acting in a pro-feminist way
When I reflect on this, it struck me how different my response would have been in the: hack on this current period i1
not-too-distant past. I would have confidently accepted, sure in the knowledge that the perpetuation of sexist practic:
right to make that decision in isolation was mine, confident that I, as a man, could asserl: ingly clear through the ongom
what being pro-feminist was and was not. I had, after all, been claiming my support However. if T as a man leave
feminism as an ideology since my early adolescence. I would engage in political debate my sexism, is that not shirkix
and action in support of feminist causes. _ power perpetuated by my ger:d
Yet, when I look back on that time, I am ashamed to recognize my own sexism and ¢ Yet, if 1 take on this respons
perpetuation of male dominance through my lifestyle, in relationships, and in how I co know I am challenging and ¢
ducted mysell in my daily life. In retrospect, the contradiction between what I did an ~ Toreturn to the beginning
what I said I supported seems embarrassingly clear. However, at the time [ was complet speaking on the issue of pro-fi
Iy blind to it. fer process might have been to
Gradually, over time, I have had pointed out to me the way in which I have been caug could have been:
out by the ways of thinking and acting of dominant male culture, and have come
recognise some of these ways and challenge them in myself. :
Some of the ways of thinking and acting that I, like so many other men, have chal
lenged, involve:

B gathering a group of mei:
feminism;

having a group of women

B dominating airspace, making sure it is my voice and views that get heard; Sion among themselves abe

X the men would be an audis

@ feeling a responsibility to come up with a solution, to problem-solve rather than Iist¢
themselves their responses

and understand;

finally, observers who had
reflect upon the whole pro

B keeping control of decision-making, seeing co-operation as a loss of control;

B not being able to accept responsibility for perpetuating injustice, either deliberately
unwittingly; |

- Such a process of partnes
Tespect, tryst, partnership, ar
ESponsibility for taking actio:
& knewledge and parinersh
A€ occurring are not men, b
14 the knowledge, wisdor,
Wed preocesses of accountad

B not being able to apologise, to say that I was sorry;

# assuming that another person’s or group’s silence meant that they had forgottet 35?-

my wrongdoing and that I could carry on my relationship with them without doit
anything to redress the injustice; )
searching for a woman’s opinion that supported my own opinion, rather than iistﬂ..
ing to women's opinions which were different; '



Adopting the Principle of Pro-Feminism

dividiﬁg women from each other by quoting or represeniing a woman's view that sup-
ported 0y OWTL to other women who had a different view:

yndermining or silencing women's challenges of my behaviours by labeling them
spard-line” or over-critical;

§ dismissing issues raised by women because they were not raised in what [ believed to
. e the right manner or context.

Now, [ have not said much so far about how I can act in a pro-feminist way, but I think
it can be suggested that acting in the ways 1 have just outlined would {it more with act-
ing in a sexist way than in a pro-feminist way. . . .
90 when I look back in my life I can see that, aithough I believed that T was acting in a
pw_fem';nist way, [ was at the same time blind to my own sexism. It is clear that I was a
poor judge of whether I was acting in a pro-feminist way or not.
I could clearly not rely on myself to hold myself accountable. T could not rely on other
spen to hold me accountable for my sexism when they were blind to these practices, not
only in me but also in themselves. It is clear that it was women, those persons who expe-
rienced the effects of my sexism, who were in the best position to judge whether I was
acting in a pro-feminist way orin a sexist way. I have to say, of course, that when I look
back on this current period in my life, from some future point, there will be aspecis of my
perpetuation of sexist practices that I am at present blind to that will become embarrass-
ingly clear through the ongoing efforts of women to challenge me.
However, if T as a man leave it to women to take on the responsibility to educate me in
my sexism, is that not shirking my responsibility to take action against the abuses of
power perpetuated by my gender?

Yet, if I take on this responsibility as a man, or with my gender in isolation, how canl
know [ am challenging and not perpetuating our abuse of male privilege? . . .
To return to the beginning, I spoke of how I consulted women on their views of my
speaking on the issue of pro-feminism and their views of what needed to be said. A bet-
ter process might have been to apply a partnership accountability process. Such a process
could have been:

“pro-feminism,” I was hegi:
&t it might mean to be pro.
rae, particularly women, tg

mise would have been in the
= in the knowledge that the
wat 1, as a man, could assert
:en claiming my support of
1 engage in political debate

cgnize my own sexism and
tionships, and in how I con-
on between what I did and

at the time I was complete-

in. which I have been caught
culture, and have come to
¥ gathering a group of men fo discuss what it might mean to adopt a principle of pro-

iany other men, have chal- feminism;

B having a group of women observe this discussion and, following this, have a discus-

: that get heard; sion among themselves about their responses to what the men said;

jem-solve rather than listen B the men would be an audience to their responses and would, in turn, discuss among

themseives their responses to the women’s experience of their initial discussion;

¢ a loss of control; W finaily, observers who had witnessed the entire proceedings could be called upon to

.stice, either deliberately or reflect upon the whole process.

Such a process of partnership accountability with men and women, in a context of
respect, frust, partnership, and openness to critical analysis, can lead to men taking the
tesponsibility for taking action against the abuse of male culiure while gaining access to
the knowledge and partnership of women. . .. The besi judges of whether these practices
are occurring are not men, but the women who experience the effects of these practices;
and the knowledge, wisdom, and partnership of women can be achieved through struc-
tured preocesses of accountability.

»at they had forgotten about
o with them withoat doing

opirion, rather than listen-
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Gloria Steinem

We who like the children of Israel have been wandering in the
witderness of prejudice and ridicule . . . feel a peculiar tenderness
for the young women on whose shoulders we are about to leave our
purdens . . . they will have more courage to take the rights which

hefong to them.
—FElizabeth Cady Stanton

Feminism isn't called the longest revolution for nothing. I hope this more realistic per-
spective is something the second wave has gained in the last twenty-five years, because
we certainly didn’t begin with it. We had come out of various movement stages that were .
focused on immediate goals: the anti-Vietnam war movement to stop the body bags arriv
ing home every day; the reenergized and more militant civil rights movement's efforis to
desegregate and fight for voting rights; and a male-led intellectuat Left that sometimes
practiced what Robin Morgan humorously called “ejaculatory politics”—reveluiion tomor-
row, or I'm going home to my father’s business.

We also lacked women’s studies, black studies—all the courses that might better be
called remedial studies—to teach us that suffragists and abolitionists had struggled for
more than a century to gain a legal identity for women of all races and men of colot, s0
we had better be prepared for at least a century of struggle to gain a legal and social equak
ity. (Not to mention the newly demanded human right of reproductive freedom. which
attacks the very foundation of patriarchy.) R

I don't regret one moment of those early firecracker days when explosions of cos-
sciousness lit up the sky. Somewhere, women go through them again every day wher
they discover how much of female experience is political, not inevitable. Even we golder
oldies reexperience this excitement when new perceptions and issues arise. But hursis 0

_ light tend to flatten out the subtlety of differences between and among womer. anda
movement fueled only by adrenaline burns out its members—as many of us can testify.

On the other hand, younger women and newer activists checked into a world that
already has a degree of feminist consciousness. They have higher expectations and ai
acute awareness of the backlash to the growing power of the women's movement. They -
generate a steadier light that exposes the tangled patterns of race, class, sexuality, 27
physical ability in women’s lives. Where my generation externalized aimost everything:
and used this energy to confront injustice, younger and later activists admit how moe
of that injustice has been internalized, and use this energy to dig deeper into individu?

In the last twenty-five years, w
that women can do what men ¢
try—-and ourselves—that me:x
den of working inside and ouis
one for middie-class women.
Ammerican women nationwide:
Women will never be really eqs
‘ This journey has even mors
g nurturing men (and womes
divide their human gualities &
the dominant/passive model fos
s a journey that can staz
& condition for hearing childs:



Rewving Up for the Mext Twenty-Five Years

jches and family patterns. Where we risked repeating the same behavior because we
.'cirl't dug out its personal and family roots, they risk re-creating a social pattern because
i}, neglected its politics. ’ -

rhanks to feminist parents as well as to women’s studies and a popular culture that
..asionally pays tribute to a feminist worldview, this new generation has a better idea of
Qﬁe complexity involved in making lasting change. But now that's countered by a sound-
hite culture, and the resistance to equality that is ever ready with terms like “postfemi-
aism,” which makes no more sense than “postdemocracy.”

without the excitement and mutual support of early, small-group feminism, T fear this
and future generations won't have the personal rewards and fireworks that hooked us
r a lifetime. On the other hand, without large organizations to turn out the vote and

g

0

f raise money to keep generations of struggle going, suffragists and abolitionists couldn’t
have won—and we can't either,
- That's why old or young, experienced or brand-new, we have to achieve balance in
o the next quarter-century: between present and future, external and internal, spontane-
‘zmim the t}' and long-term planning. We have to get beyond either/or to and: beyond ranking to
2nderness

ing; beyond such artificial labels as “equality feminists” versus “difference feminists,”

s feave our and into a full circle of tactics that surround the goal instead of approaching it from one

ghts which jrection. We need both excitement and steadiness, small feminist support groups and
national organizations, bursts of new consciousness that are rewards in themselves, and
gy Stanton the satisfaction of repeating what has been planned and perfected.

» To accomplish this, we're going to need crazy women marching in the street who make
woment working inside seem reasonable and inside negotiators who turn street demands
into practical alternatives; radical feminists who confront the roots of injustice and liber-
- I hope this more realistic per. al ferninists who build bridges for reforms that are radical in the long term; feminists who
last twenty-five years, because_ ocus on the shared origins of sexism, racism, and homophobia and feminists who work
CUs movement stages that weye jnintimate depth within their own communities: feminist economists who take on the
wnit to stop the body bags arri -System of National Accounts plus the structural readjustment of poorer nations’ debt
v rights movement's efforts to “and women who expose their own childhood sexual abuse in order to end abusive cycles
uellectual Left that sometimes - that have made generations of women believe “I'm good for nothing else.”

ory politics™—revolution tomers: . Your part in this next quarter-century depends on the groups, issues, and styles that
:make you feel supported, angry, inspired, or energized. I'l] briefly list some new or neg-
lected jdeas here—each one of which demands balance and deserves a bibliography of
Its own. My hope is that one or more might incite, invite, enrage, and tantalize you into
“becoming a long-distance runner. So here's to the year 2022
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In the last twenty-five years, we've convinced ourselves and a majority of the country
that women can do what men can do. Now we have to convince the majority of the coun-
{ry—and ourselves—that men can do what women can do. If we don't, the double bur-
den of working inside and outside the home—always a reality for poor women, and now
one for middle-class women, too—will continue to be the problem most shared by
American women nationwide. Let's face it: until men are fully equal inside the home,
Wwomen will never be really equal outside it.
. This journey has even more importance in the long term. Children who grow up see-
g nurturing men (and wornen) and achieving women (and men) will no longer have to
divide their human qualities into “masculine” or *leminine.” Gender will no loniger be
the dominant/ passive model for race and class.

I's a journey that can start with women who make the presence of nurturing men
4 condition for bearing children—whether the men are biological fathers, friends and
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relatives, or workers in child care centers. It can start with boys who are raised to raise

children, and with voung men who ask the same guestion that young women do: “How

can I combine career and family?” It's a journey we have begun by the demands for

parental leave, shorter workdays or workweeks, and other structural changes needed 1,

make both work and parenthood possible—for both men and women,
We'll know we're getting there when an article like this tries to convince readers thyt

women were orce more responsible for child care and family than men were, and younger

readers say, “Give me a break.”

In the last twenty-five years, we've learned that patriarchy and racism politicize almost
every facet of life, from who does the dishes to the definition of a war crime. Now we need
to begin rescuing whole areas of human experience from being devalued by association
with women—to the detriment of everyone. The personal/ private sphere has been divid-
ed from the political/public sphere; the “feminine” from the “masculine.” As a result, the
importance of the first has been lost, and its impact on the second has been ignored.

Nowhere is this more disastrous than in the failure to link child-rearing methods io
political structures; to connect democracy (or the lack of it) in the family to democracy
(or the lack of it) in the nation. Except for works like Alice Miller's For Your Own Good:
Hidden Cruelty in Child-Rearing and the Roots of Violence, or Philip Greven's Spare the Child:
The Religious Roots of Punishment and the Psychological Impact of Physical Abuse, there have
been few studies of, say, German child-rearing methods as a source of Germany's politi-
cal history, or the link between child abuse in the U.S. and the apocalyptic thinking now
found in fundamenialism and the militias.

We need political science courses that include child-rearing changes in the study
of the decline of totalitarianism in the former Soviet Union, plus the absence of abus-
ive child-rearing methods in many of the indigenous cultures that govern through reci-
procity and consensus. So far, we rarely even have psychology courses that routinely
explore the link between the abusive intertwining of pain and love in child-rearing

and traditions of sado-masochism in sex. We need the personal is political—but writ
much larger,

Opposition to women's control of reproduction isn't going to end in the next quarter-
century. Patriarchal, racist, classbound, and other birth-based hierarchies must exert
some control over women’s bodies as the most basic means of production—the means of
reproduction—if they are to perpetuate themselves. That's the deepest reason for
women's oppressior.

But while we fght for reproductive freedom, we can expand this demand into the larg-
er right of bodily integrity, a principle that includes freedom from involuntary testing
unwanted medical treatments, unchosen life-prolonging methods, capital punishment,
pressures to provide organs. eggs, sperm, blood, other body products, and more. Not only.
will we gain new allies for reproductive freedom, but we will eventually benefit from
new legal principle: the power of the state stops at our skin.

For the last twenty-five years, we've fought for equal pay, pensions, and benefits—L0
equalize the amount of money we earn—all of which must continte. For the next tweHt
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Rewving Up For the Next Twenty-Five Years

iy-dive years, however, we need to add a focus on how we spend.

Think about other liberation movements, from Gandhi's refusal to buy British-made
products £ African American efforts to support black-owned businesses. There has been
some of that in the women's movemeni—boycotting states that failed to ratify the ERA,
the Nestlé boycott, and more—but in general, we've assumed that earning more was
progress in itself.

In fact, the question should not only be “How much do we spend?” but “How do we
spend it7" Are we spending more on our outsides (clothing and appearance) than our
insides (health and learning)? More on Hollywood movies than feminist political candi-
dates? More on instant satisfaction than long-term security? Are we tithing to patriar-
chal religions but not to feminist groups? Supporting women-owned businesses? Seeking
out companies with fair hiring and environmental policies? Saving for our own inde-
yeﬂéence? In other words, are we using our dollars as consciously as we would our votes?

{'m proud of the women's movement for opposing two welfare reform bills that were even
more punishing than the current one. I'm proud of the National Organization for Women
for staging a hunger strike outside the White House in a vain attempt to elicit a third veto
from President Clinton. But many people on welfare don't support the original national
gystern or the punishing state-based one that has succeeded it. You can't beat something
with nothing. We need a positive alternative.

How about legislation that attaches a minimum income to every child? Tt would
declare the minimum necessary for a child’s shelter, nutrition, and health care—and
then provide it. We know that investment in childhood saves money later. We also know
that a floor income for every child would end the cruel and crazy inequities that now
exist: foster care payments that are higher than welfare payments—thus punishing kids
who remain with their biological parents—and welfare that provides health care that
employed single mothers can rarely afford.

Yes, such a bill would require a broad coalition to design, but similar meodels in Europe
could keep us from reinventing the wheel. Yes, it would require a national mobilization
and years to pass, but the political climate is probably more open to aiding kids than sin-
gle mothers—and definitely more open to providing health care for children than for
adulis, At a minimum, we would have a positive goal to support instead of only a danger
to oppose. At a maximum, we would have a New Deal for children.

Once we understand the secret that economics is only a system of values, we begin to
question: Why don't we attribute value to the ronghly 50 percent of productive labor in
this country that is done in the home? Some economists predict that the gross national
product would go up by about 26 percent if homemakers' Jabor were included at only its
replacement cost, There are also many kinds of economic planning that are rendered
impossible by keeping this huge segment of the economy invisible.

Why don't we attribute value to the environment? If a tree has no value when it’s
standing there giving us oxygen--not to mention serving as a home for many species—
fmd only acquires a value when it is cut down, then the entire force of economic motive
15 0n the side of environmental desiruction.

From the work of Vandana Shiva in India to Marilyn Waring in New Zealand and
Hazel Henderson in the U.8., feminist scientists and economists are asking these ques-
tions, demystifying national and international finance, and attacking such pillars of the
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current system as the Census (which decides what is visible) and the System of Natianaf
Accounts (which decides what js valuable). We've been learning how to play the game
Now we have to change the rules. k

There are so many more magnets to draw you into the future. I hope to be with You-
drearning, fighting, planning, laughing, and transforming all the way. But as Elizabet :
Cady Stanton understood at 72, with no chance of living to see victory: If any of us make
it, we all will. :

if we are to achieve
ues, we must recog
tialities, and so we
in which each divar
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