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Anton MZiwakhe Lembede, close perscnal

riend with Ngﬁbane >
\v.

| dating back tc days_they were tc%ether at Adams Ccllege both arriving

in 1933, 'a ;iend for hgrd work he atudied,Afrikaans and Sotho pxivately

Trer | T L
: at Adams while doing his teacher s cqurse.__He 1eft Adams three years s
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later with his teacher s certificate and a diploma in Af:ikaana. He

e

ﬁrcte again tc say that Dr P KaSeme whc had a 1aw cffice in. Roseﬁbergrk'g;;ﬂﬁ-

-

,..u--t

was in the grcup cf ferment which made ycung men want to do scmething.to
win the. peace.” I was swimming enthuslastlcally with tﬂe tide. wAntcn o

IJOinEd me and 1ike me he was a Catholic, an ascetic and_an unccmprcﬁising

el i

3 antic ccmmunlst Afﬁer a few days*hE*mntroduced me to cne cf thewmost 1_ .;3;-

-

';Mda. "Aahby ﬁas, like Anton, a Rcman Cathclic._ He was unlike hcth of ua‘f

e

‘-gin that he had been exposed to the claah of mind on mind aIbng the Reef ;

_ 'for a much lcnger pericd As a result he had mcre clearly-defined vir a

2 i
'T”on every aapect of the race prdblem._ The expressidﬁ“cn his”face'had_be ir;”“
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-_f chiselled by ccqpentrated study and disciplined %hinklng in a way which L

\‘
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he and‘Antcn pcsaessed cclcssal moral courage nemher knew fear cf_any
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why are things as ‘they are and no

"

‘boo 5 was worried by 'the question-

--'*-otherw:_se? *‘Tne three oi‘ us fe:l.t very strongly the need for a new ideology

With a meaning which would 'be valid in 'blfe“"day-to—&y .livee of 'bhe'*-'African_l

roor "...'—-'-

‘ peoples. '_ o - SRR

- “—He rejected Comr;nmism. Anton even branded it a :Eoreign_,ideology—-——

and wanted the Comuﬁists expelledflfrom the ANC I disliked the Comnists

-._.,‘_'

'but my li'beral background convinced me. 'bhat expulsion would be

an -indiqetion‘-'-—l%?ﬁ-

destroying i‘b—was not to ex-_pel the Cormnunists 'but 'l:.o produce an even more ':";
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Powerful ideal. o AR « L
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Wﬂ ' g

ted that ne should work for a re-grouping insi'de‘ithe AN “Twiﬁc

g B i

h~would -'be :Ln-

_ spired 'bywa militant determinetion to be :f‘ree ¥ Ehat

; K /‘{ . .g._. LT ‘_‘ S
' need to e@el the Comnmms‘bs and it would sa'bigfy'my_'hunger _for edynamic

" :Ldeology. -cAll three ‘of us accepted this l‘ine.

:" bei‘ore our people as a new road to i‘reedom._._ TE was i'rom An‘bon Lem?bede*




BRI My first reac%ion to Africanism Wwas. ‘bha'b i'l: was too racial_'l.y

It laic'i too':‘much_ streé‘s o“.'__‘the African

angular 'bo make me feel comforta‘ble.

I wanted an ideology which while

. an Afr:.can sta‘beLand a wh:L'be one.ﬁ

u_nifying the .Ai‘ricans 5 would a‘t the same time leave room for 'bhe 'E‘u.ro_pean :

and 'the Indj.an to. ta.ke their places 'by our side when we 'were ready to

re ceive them
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word Afr:.canism but his own ob,jections were notr’ as strong as m:!.ne...._m.ways
=

:I.n m:Lnd inside the Amo . ', . L

P SR The id,ga &f a Iouth grourp was-;got new. In I?a;tal ‘

Fus
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— Moirane an&-I had q,tart‘e*d*th“ﬁ*’ﬂauona.}. URLSH- orﬂricé.n;rouths—{m,.
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in politlcal actlvity. I\Eeuld not come out ve:y openly, empleyedi

\ .# Wl

wae by Dr. Dube. And with nobody ready to take the“plunge“at:theT

“"—the NUAY came to a very inglorious end '.-.-_w'Q- ';;"'fgi_ﬁﬁ;jie

Netel was not the only province which had given eerious_w_rﬂfk

* - 1 by

| theught to the idea of organizing & yeuth movement Some of,theéPe

Xuma in partlcular was very keen on” seemng"a youth group inside the ARC;
- more '
" Willy Nkomo seemed 1o know/about what happened in the national conference

- of the ﬁnc ‘than' Lembede or me and he epared no efforti"o preach -{_
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_of aﬂyouth regrouping.” 'eﬁjzl', T T e ——
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e Ax that: tiime” I had grown so kmow and make friends*witq u;7’”

.

[k nimber of men my age who were later to have national names.. I cultivated
N

a very strong: admiration for Oliver Tembo. I met Nelson Mandela,-waltef‘

'.,.r

. were not well attended Some of the people were noﬁ terribly enthueiastic
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- ,";'-.about taking on a Jo‘b which 'bhe;sr were eure would cost a. lot .cf "eacrifice :

L We had ‘ﬁh precedents to guide us and did not_.kncw how the communi‘by would

)a _._-"_‘-f

“1"-"2'react 'l:o our revof]_t ‘Dr. Xuma o'bv’:i.‘dnsly wan'bed a ta.me preseure gmup 1iafl'i:!,ch
T gl
el =

o would stand loye:l.‘Ly 'by h:Lm egainet the Old Guerd. _ We had other ideas

n__ewanted a ma.l:.tan'b congrese ,-—to-use—his phrase we.f'wanted',,’
iy - L ) .

wq-tT o . . __'_+ it
aga:.nst race oppreseion. _ This meant tha"‘E"’ we wqu.'l.d.‘have eet;oureel\ree

_..'.._... — ———

_ certa:.n 1d,_eale a.nd move to 'bheee with a mininnm of ,delay,_; Q:uite definitely
'. . ‘\‘. ~—-‘—=¢f __ . .._..\._ o .,..___{,’ R -
_.—th:.s wes np‘b,_what'he wanted*———— _ _: I S
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Old Guerd ‘to direct the thinking of .our people in the direction of eelf-

,__coni‘idence and posi'b:.ve e.ction. We we.nted to 'beach them..that emancipation_‘ T

would no‘b be 'brought about by any'body other f‘ﬁan 'b

We wanted to :Ln _;p_ret

and to ‘make ‘them i’eel proud o:E' 'bheir achievements. _

h-h',li’w P

_ our pecple to themselves.

i Once we haddone that we wan‘ted to a'btack 'bhe ci'badel of“whiteq

i I_ . L .- ‘.,__,_... :
. supr'emacy._ About our v:i.’ctory we. were not i.n doubt We were not eo 'naive

i

as to :Lmagine 'bha'b victory would come in our time. .'Bu'l:. we wan'ted 't;c ; 'L'art

2’. mmem . e ——— — y ',..:'-... —_— r-—-"‘-"‘""‘\

" “the traditional struggle :{n B different direction-. \Whe'hher 'vi‘c ory’ came

-‘.
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i that we ley the ri'\ght fountia‘bions for a socrle‘bs" where 0111' PEOPl
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'?,;preferred a. socialist community.. All of us—ﬁgré;a*h°wever‘fh&t*ﬁhese.

f-‘ef-differences would heve to be raised aftér“emaho

-f{iwhile facing a oommon enemy.

i , ‘-. .,*r b lI

”4=emphasis on national uhity as a first3prerequisite for emancipation,

\ ;F(!f ) ’ S . _.‘-:;.‘-"?-.
to be given to some forms of planned economies. :.571 =
_\.’ o . - 'bha.t RSN P
f} f"’” - On “the” tectical plane he~ said/cleriﬁy was needed to ensure
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that the people did

- oppressor hit back.
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the ANC. We aeé:r_ded fo. call ourselves the African Nationa.l Congress Youth

- -u.,..... u .-.-.,'. s g

o Ieague. In the Manifesto we outlined the goale of our struggl




did not endear him to Iem'bede, Mia or mE. =When we presente our .draf

-'“"'*“-"""'men't """"" I't“wen't “to”I?e:‘fnede whom e _regsrded as. more poli‘tioally; relie:'ble

D _/ : ..'J _1-‘- '_-.'-
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': i ;__: h But 'before *t:his even‘b‘we X}en‘b 'bo Sop%e‘bown wh re

lived Our leader Dr Nkomo dn.d not seem to get on ve::-y-'"well With Dri. Xiuma

He seemed pleased W:Lth 'bhe fac'b thet _ue had decided to“._ .orm ourst.l.'
| "s._.g'roup_ wh:Lch soﬁld'."‘be '"s.meneb.le to Coﬁéress discipline.

-‘W;"-q; 7 . !n

show precisely why we fel’b a Ma.sifesto'dEsirable. ) He"disﬂlmd---.the".?&ew_'of_‘

uncompromising position.: If we had distinguished ourselves :Ln he 1ght

" against 'l:he ADP . He and the OIEL Guard could quite possi'ble hsv' 'bee_

\
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\a.fford to fight on two fronts. After a long 2)
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L:’fthe African from the perspective ‘of the group and did not wish oejudge

any humen belng as a member of a’ racielr;roup. In any cese I ‘Pelt that

..’ ."' .}
- .“*_'ﬁ

" . man into the sea, On the contrary they worked to extend the eree of

,__.r_'_

- "li'berjcy in South Africe.n nat:t.onal life._ Any movement which _allowed Tt- -

_self to be inspired by race, hetred departed from the goals of the_

**“"‘iireliowe&*the*thinkrng—to-be-doge—forwit#by—the—rece—oppressorva—mhe—true~———

revolutionary, the true fighter for African liberty set out ﬁo creete‘a “

:'world after the Africans' design end in working towerde this goal he f
- PSR

_thought along,originel lines. Our father s who had welded us-into one

. ufited people were, origlnalmthinkers, they hed—co ceived the idea of the‘
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R newmpeople 1n- history and from ..... there:boldly merchedﬁforwara to*tx_'s"t




‘c}ie fact that he was our superiof*.'
j‘_from him and s.s 1ong as he d:l.d that he would 'be safe to ke SO

g. R
.position of our master. We could not alter the posi‘b!l.on for the good of all
S ,... ..;. . \, .m.& .. e .

".-.concerned :['f we were -merely 'ho aspire “bo be masters of the_ w‘nité man :Ln'_

_,__..__.—

.-—.._.;_.____
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a ‘t‘.urn I wanted us to 'be masters ofbourselves as indiviciuals so thatwe -and'

-____,_

the white man should have tha'b *sEcuritY which would ena‘ble us 'l:o realize -
I o [ ...1-.-., e ._..._.,,. “-"

4 tha“b in ‘bhe/- ultimate reckom.ng our 'ba.sic :I.nterests a.s Sou‘bh Africans were
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' ident:j,cal. Iem‘bede has his own resenra‘l:ions 'but in the end we got xi: over




