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fontein conference’s rejection of racialism was complete
and uncompromising. The All-African People’s: Con-
ference heid inAccra in 1958 merely did for the rest of




the - continent what the - Bloemfontein ‘conference . had
done for Scuthern Africa in 1912, |
BEFORE WE LEAVE the Bloemfontein conference we must
draw attention to the most important difference between
it and the White united front. Union had been founded
~to ensure that the White man remained master. It was
the point, of _final  fulfilment for the Old Testament
morality of survival; for the tradition of absclutism;
for the race exclusiveness which had inspired the Great
Trek and for Dutch-Huguenot attitudes to slavery, It
was:founded on the principle that the group is supreme.

..‘The African. united front was established. on the con-

viction -that the individual had an importance and
sacrediess which transcend the group. Merit alone and
not.race should fix his position in the life of the nation.
This was the logical corollary. to. the respect for the
- yights of the individual first shown by amahumusha and

amakholwa and later by abantu basesilungwini; to the

traditions of humanism from both -sides of the colour
line-and fo the morality of fulfilment which the New
- Testament taught. - | o
. The present complexity of South Africa’s race prob-
lem 'springs also from this polarisation of outlooks. .-
- The men who accepted the Bloemfontein conference’s
ideal 'of rebirth into a new destiny and: their predeces-
$0Ts “regarded the ‘cultural amalgam as a way of life
which guaranteed their survival, Without it life would
“have’ lost'its meaning. ‘They -valued it so deeply. they
-~ were'‘pPrepared ‘to"lay down’ their lives in-its defence
-against- whoever threatened it, regardless of race. ,

- 12:In-1879 amakholwa from Edendale mission station in

- (Natalhad ‘taken up arms .to fight with the British
[againist Cetshwayo, In doing this,. they were not saying
that the White man had a monopoly of virtue. They
;,;'.-_-_'i’éﬁ*" that a victory for the Znlu warlord might revive
- She*Power of ‘the tribe. The fatter would in tumn threaten
haTr -values?corrupt the cultural ‘amalgam and finally
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sz Against” the' Nazis- not ' because théy ‘approved ‘of his
aipolicy “toward them but because they

. . feared that a
Rucory. tog: Nazism would entrench racism in the world
.and narrow the area of fulfilment for them. ™™™ ™~
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rder 1eavily: committed to the
lalgamithat he-had serious reservations on the wis- -

ﬁ:m_“é?'ﬁﬂ‘-‘wnﬂ recede farther from his times -

assessment of the truth, The values of . the cultural
“amalgam had a validity for him which transcended
race. Whoever upheld them was his ally. Whoever
threatened them was a foe. Whether or not he was a
good nationalist is immaterial. The point is: he believed
‘that there was such a thing as objective truth. His
loyalty to it was not shaken by the hostility of his
African critics or by the treachery of some of his White
friends. T

For him, the logical answer to the White united front

'_ was the establishment and reinforcement of the Qnity

of the like-minded, Seme, the genius behind the Bloem-
fontein - decisions, regarded the wunity of the like-
coloured .as the first essential. Both men were in no
daubt about"the significance of the cultural amalgam
in their lives. - - -

Some of the implications of what has been written
so far might now be gone into.

ALTHOUGH MUCH IS MADE of race as a factor which
complicates the relations between Black and White, it
is by, no means the basic influence in South Africa’s
colour crisis, Two virile cultures, both of them young
and about the same age and which have been exposed
to more. or less similar experiences are involved in a
fierce struggle for dominance. While both have their
Toots ultimately in the Christian tradition their outlooks
on life are irreconcilable. Afrikaner Nationalism adopts
the Old Testament approach which lays the greatest
stress on race. African Nationalism attaches maximum
-Importance to the individual. |
Two. different ways of life have emerged from this
polarisation, giving rise to opposing political traditions.
The one, descended from European absolutism, is
fotalifarian in character. In Europe absolutism pro-
duced Communism, Nazism and Fascism, apart from
the Inquisition. In South Africa it gave birth to Apart-
~heid. The other, with its roots in the humanism of
ubuniu and the New Testament, is “democratic, non-
racial and egalitarian. The former is exclusivist while
the latter is integrative, R :

- 'SECONDLY, THE- Africans are no longer a culturally

homogeneous people. If one section remains tribal in
outlook the other, which is the majority, adheres to a
way of life which is basically Western in orientation.
By compelling the majority to look to the tribe for
inspiration, apartheid forces the most progressive sec-
Aion to see fulfilment for itself in a destiny which has
-no meaning for it, It compels the new African to belong
-to a world in which be is a complete and unwanted
-stranger. It denies him the right to shape his life in
-accordance with the -demands of a culture he has per-
fected for:himself. It ignores the fact that he is as
-devoted to it as the Afrikaner is to his. For apartheid
‘to force him to abandon what is his is a clear act of
-injustice, | | - -

: THIRDLY, THE emergence of the detribalised section as
he- leaders of the African created a somewhat unique
.situation. To a very large extent these people owed
-their cultural pattern to the presence of the White man.

- .If he had not come they might probably not have left

the tribe. As a cultural group they had never taken up




arms against him, not because they regarded him as
having a monopoly of virtue but simply because they
appreciated’ more Keenly what contact with him- had
awakened in them. Consequiently, the. nationalism: they
developed rejected racialismi. It ‘sought to ses the. indi-
vidual free to make better use of his life. -~ -7
. Because of thi§' the two nationalisms in -conflict in

dertves its inspiration from a given set of ideals. Con- -
trary to popular belief we do not have a solid bloc of
White opinion on the one side opposed by an immov-
‘able Black ‘mass on the other: Pr. "Verwoerd and Chief
Kajzer Malanzima are devoted as Passionately to apart.
heid as “African and *White Liberals are “'to non-
racialism.

Seen against this background, South" African Liberal-
ism is not and cannot be a"‘third'fnrce.'between an
organised racialism which exiss. and -another which
does not. It is the logical, perhaps extreme, ‘spearhead
of the humanism which has - its roots in whunfw, in the
New Testament worality of fulfilment and in the demo.
cratic tradition. It translates ‘int6 action the ideals and
hopes which made agreement possible in-'iBl::rEmgqntein

and non-racialism. The Liberals do not stop at shouting
~-about these virtues. They translate ‘them: into practical
deeds in their public and private lives; They accept the
ideal of rebirth into a new, larger and more satisfying
destiny. Because of this ‘they have already reached
agreement on ultimate objectives. Black and White
ove arm in arm toward a society in which no human -

~ inspired by White ideals and that they are a third force
between Black and White racialists.” As. a resuit they
have placed themselves in the position where they could

better use of their individual lives; of amakholwd's
~determination to identify themselves with the like.
spirited, regardless of race; of the bumanism which
abolished siavery in the Cape and, finally, of the realis.
tic statesmanship which upheld the rights of the ingdivi-
dual and rejected racialism at the Bloemfontein con.
ference. | | ]
The frontier wars were too near the delegates to the
Bloemfontein assembly to enable them to translate their
aspirations into non-racia collaboration. We are too
deeply involved in the ideological challeriges which
threaten the foundations they laid not to realise that
salvation for Black and White democrats lies in their
closing their ranks and in their co-ordinating their acti.
vities in ways which apartheid cannot crack. |
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FOURTHLY, THE [ailure or otherwise of other African
peoples to establish non-racial societies—ag a matter:of
fact indications already show that as soon as the: Whites
accept the fuil implications of non-racial citizenship,
African race consciousness subsides—is not in any way
the proper yardstick by which to tell what. the local
African will do if granted citizenship rights, The cen-
turies of contact with the White man and the: cultural
amalgam - have produced outlooks, thought - habits,
‘tesponses and customs which have -almost no parallel
in any other part of Africa, . ST

mMﬂit' lncal?ﬁfricans' have outgrown . the :limitations

imposed by thioking in terms of the tribe. They have

ind them a long-established and tested tradition’of
-E:e:}l]l:gtary, conscious movement toward -the ‘non-racial
ideal. There is thus a solid bloc of opinion wmqp'- is

ready, “willing and able to participate responsibly in
running a non-racial government, L

‘The abssnce nf-*urganiseﬂjanti-‘i‘.’hiteism springs ulti-
mately from recognition of the fact that in' spite of the
bitterness and humiliations Tesulting ‘from contact with
the experi:pbe has not beep without its
gains. These are such that'in a free society the African
would go .out of his way'to ensure. that the: White man
stayed here not-only becanse-he was human but also

because it was in the interest of the Black man that he

3huuld B DR —
‘Where the paucity of numbers gives the Afrikaner
Nationalist his sense of insecurity and in that way has

developed in him an -exaggerated regard for race,
numerical superiority guarantees survival for the Afri-
cai. Fulfilment for him is thus not in the direction of
asserting racial rights or, for that matter, of vengeance.
It is 1n making the best _
wants to participate in making the laws which shape
his future. He wants to live in a decent house, to have

a comfortable bank balance, to own a car, to be assured.
of comfort and secunty in old age, to he able to give
his children’ the best possible education and not to go
about insulted because of his race. . Lo

- Most free African peoples still have to evolve their
cultural amalgams or equivalents of it. For this reason,.
their aftitudes caimot be a guide to what the South
African will do when free, T |
FINALLY, THE . power reserves the A i’cﬁ"n!has been
building within the last fifty years are mow reaching
parity with those on the White side. One only has to
look at the hardening of ‘world opiniont it “the United
Nations on the one hand and the growth of the sabo-
tage movement on the other. The emergence of free
African states is one additional accretion. of strength

1o the BI&C]C side. . . L TR

These developmenits bring a bloody collision very
much nearer than most people imagine possible, We are
least Iikely to have a Mau Mau in: South Africa. The
necessary conditions. for its successful OTganisation are
to a very large extent not there, The Southi African
army is well equipped to ferret out. guerilla_fighters.
‘There is no longer. that coherence in. the: African com-
munity which  tribal discipline Imposes and  without
which no Mau May ‘movement can' be- organised suc-
cessfully. There is not even the uncompromising: rejec.-
that the latter threatens. theijr very .survival before they
can be worked up to attack it with the will to destroy,
In spite of apartheid’s bid to drive wedges between
Black and White, the overall-reaction has been to estyh.
lish powerful friendships across the colour-line and in

many ways to strengthen non-racial bonds Integration
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is going, on in.the churches at a pace ijcﬁ"ihgi BOVe

What we are likely t0 have however, is a protraete)
Cﬂmp_ﬂign - Df_._. fsa]ﬁﬂtﬂgq : which | wﬂul d-_ Prﬂvﬂ;ke ?ﬂ._n;r : S
nass-arrests, perhaps some shootings and_a few hanpd
ings. These might in .the end narrow down 'IIF_,’-?"-

- 'Ihese - .
Within which explosives would be used,; 3
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. After that there might develop. a2 wave of bftt_%% p:fil
cal feeling. among the non-Whites w];ic];_t-;wqﬁl_df_.'f{i‘.;
expression in Widespread arson, Industry, commoriay
and agriculture: would then be the main targets. Thiers’

%

paign in which every other African with 2 - grievaticad
and a box of matches in his pocket regarded himsclf 438
a front-line soldier in the fight against race hifmilfatio R
or economic exploitation, CETY b e

When this point is reached, apartheid Wil - be “abis™
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the direction taken by events. Three courses Sugpest?

Communist atterapts to retain the' mnanvehmkmﬂuanch
ing events on the African side. Finally, thé goal-toward:id
which all this would drive would be the establishmri_:nt?%;%
of a non-racial government within the shortest  time :
possible, ERUERETR = 2

.....

Where these cﬂnﬂiﬁbqs were satisfied there wuuld'_ "f’j_’"‘f
ne insurmountable barrier to the solution of our more*-
complicated problems as a nation. o -
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