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THE EARTH AND ITS INHABITANTS.

_—‘__._

THE UNITED STATES.
CIIAPTER I
GENERAL SURVEY.
Extext, Pavsicar. CoxrForyamioN, Narurar Divisioss.

IE section of North America comprised between the Dowinion of
Canada on the north and Mexico on the south-west neither has,
nor could have, any special geographical name, for with the
conterminous regions it constitutes an indivisible physical whole.

Even the purely political expression, “ United States of America,”

by which it is indicated, might also be claimed by Mexico, or any of the other
groups of federal states, though they are all so immeasurably surpassed by the
Anglo-Saxon republic in all the elements of national greatness that such a claim
on their part could scarccly be taken scriously.

In common parlance the whole territory is simply designated as the «“ United
States,”” as if there were no other powers to which such a title might also be
applied. Nor is there any danger of possible confusion between the United States,
so called in a pre -eminent sense, and whatever analogous confederations may exist
in the rest of the world. Their extent, population, enterprising spirit and material
progress place the United States on such a lofty pedestal that the use of this term
can give rise to no misunderstandings. The word ‘“ America ” itself, employed
alone without any special qualification, is also perfectly understood from New
York to San Trancisco, und even throughout the Dominion of Canada, as applied
in this exclusive sense to the great English-speaking commonwealth. That the
other inhabitantsof the twin continent havean equal right to be regarded as citizens
of the New World is not even present in the mind of the speaker. The eitizen of
the United States calls imself ¢ American,” as if his “nanifest destiny ”* were to

67 ' 1
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absorb the whole continent, and he would be greatly surprised were the Canadian,
the Mexican, or the Guatemalan to assume the same title in conversing together.

During the short period of little more than a century since they have taken
their place amongst independent nations, the Americans have enlarged their beunds
so greatly that the name of the land has been successively applied te geographical
spaces varying enormously in extent. In 1776, when the revolted provinces pro-
claimed their independence of the mother country, the ¢ United States,” then
numbering thirteen, from New Hampshire to Georgin, were mainly confined to the
Atlantic seaboard, stretching westwards beyond the Appalachian range only to the
shores of Lakes Erie und Ontario and to the woeded banksof the Ohio. The
struggle was almest exclusively restricted to the part of the maritime lands com-
prised betwesn Massachusetts Bay and the entrance to Chesapeake Bay. The
territory of the new power might at that time have been estimated at 370,000
square miles, less than onec-eighth of its present extent exclusive of Alaska.

In 1788, the treaty of peace which recognised the independence of the United
States also considerably increased the area of the region detached frem the
British Colonial empire, for the cession comprised net only the domain already
occupied by the whites, but also several western tracts still held by the prairie
Indians. On the north the official limit was made to ceincide with the river
Saint-Croix, which still marks the frentier between New Brunswick and the North
American republic. Southwards the maritime zone surrendered by Great Britain
was bounded by the two Floridas, at that time still belenging to Spain.

But beyond the points specially determined by the treaty, the frontiers of the
circumseribed territory remained in places very uncertain. Thus the line of demar-
cation towards the Canadian previnces that had remained loyal to the British Crown
could not yct be traced along its entire length, because it traversed regions that
had not been thoroughly explored. Nevertheless, it was understood that this line
beyend Lake Superior and Lako of the Woeds reached the Mississippi at some
point belew its source. In accordance with this hypethesis it bad been agreed that
the course of this river should form the western boundary of the United States as
far as 31° nerth latitude, that is, as far as Louisiana. The space thus ceded by
England comprised about 447,000 square miles; in other words it more than
doubled the extent of territery actually eccupied by the colonists.

In 1803 the territerial domain of the United States was a sccend time doub]ed
by the cession of Louisiana, which the French Government agreed to surrender for
the sum of 16,000,000 dollars. Under this name of “Lonisiana,” however, the
two contracting parties understood an indefinite space witheut precise limits. In
fact, the expression was applied in a general way to the whole of the Mississippi
slope west of the main stream.

Despite the antiquity of her rights of ocenpatien, and the base of operations
afforded by the possession of the neighbouring island ef Cnba, Spain also had to
yield to the same political necessity, and in 1819 surrendercd the peninsula of
Florida for 5,000,000 dollars. Ienceforth the North American republic embraced
all the northern seaboard of the Gulf of Mexico east of the Sabine.
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The interpretation of the treaties concluded with Great Britain contributed in
their turn to the expansion of United States territory. Of the two rival powers
the fates could not fail to favour the one whose domain increases, so to say, spon-
taneously by colonisation and which needs only to wait for the “accomplished
facts”” whieh are suro to tell on her side. Thus in 1842 the northern boundary
of the American state of Maine was made to include the upper St. John basin,
which aceording to the Lnglish view was certainly left to Canada by the terms
of the original treaties.

Again in 1846 the fronticr whieh by the treaty of 1783 had been laid down
as far as the central depression of the eontinent, and which in 1818 had been
defined from the Lake of the Woods in a straight line along 49° north latitude to
the Rocky Mountains, was continued along this parallel all the way to the Pacifie
Ocean. The United States thus aequired the lower course of the Columbia River
and the whole of the Snake River basin, although these lands bad been discovered
by Canadian trappers in the service of the fur companies, which were after-
wards merged with the great Hudson Bay Company, and although Vancouver
had taken formal possession of all the seaboard in the name of England after
having surveyed Juan do Fuca Strait and Puget Sound. On the other hand the
dangerous bar that ebstruets the mouth of the Columbia, which had already
been surveyed by the Spanish navigator, lleceta, in 1775, had been first crossed
in 1792 by Gray, a Boston skipper flying the American flag. He also gave the
name of Columbia to this river, which had previously figured on the maps as the
San Roque. The negotiations ended by the surrender of this disputed territory
by the British diplomatists.

There remained only the doubtful point regarding the little San Juan
Archipelago, which lies between the British island of Vaneouver and the mainland.
This also was settled in favour of the United States in 1872 by the Emperor of
Germany, to whose decision the question had been referred.

Far more important, both in the extent and value of the annexed regions, have
been the encroachments of the North Ameriean republie on the domain of her
southern neighbour, the Mexican Confederacy. A first slice had been appro-
priated in 1835, when the vast territory of Texas was detached and constituted
an independent commonwealth by the American planters who had settled in the
country with their slaves. Ten years later they contrived to get their state
annexed to the American Union, and the two eenterminous republies became
involved in war by this substitution of the Ameriean for the Mexican suzerainty.

The disparity of forces was too great for Mexico to hold out any length of
time, and in 1848 the treaty of Guadalupe Ilidalgo secured to the United States
the possession of New Mexico, of the Colorado basin, the Utah plateau, and
California.

Even this vast aequisition, the valuc of whieh was unknown to the eonquerors
themselves, but which gave them over 8060 miles of frontage to the Pacific Ocean,
did not scem enough, and five years later they purchased another strip of
Mexican territory south of the river Gila, on the ground that it was indis-
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pensable for the constrnetion of a future railway. In point of faet, one of the
United States transcontinental lines actnally traverses this tract, whieh was at
first known as “ Gadsden ” from the name of its purehaser, or of Masilla from one
of its western distriets; later it was divided between Arizona and New Mexieo.
Sinee these vast aequisitions on the Mexiean frontier the United States have
made no further eneroachments on the eonterminous northern and southern lands;
nor have they annexed any of the West Indies, whieh had been assigned to them
by so many false prophets. DBut at the -north-west extremity of the continent

Fig. 1.—Svccesstve GrowrH oF THE UNITED StaTes.
Scale 1 : 75,000,000,
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their territorial empire was increased by the purchase of the immense but at the
time almost unknown region of Alaska, in 1867. This outlying Russian posses-
sion, formerly known as Russian America, was sold to the States by its master,
the Czar of all the Russias, for the sum of 7,200,000 dollars. ‘

Hitherto -the oceupation of this boundlesss region of forests, mountains,
tundras, ice and snows, has heen of no eeonomic mmportance. DBut in the eves of
many politicians the sale of Alaska has been regarded as a recognition on R;ISSia’S
part of the principle of United States suzerainty over the American continent,
and especially as a hint to Great Britain, still suzerain of Canada.
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Alaska adds about an additional 577,000 square miles to the domain of the
United States, the central mass of which forms a vast guadrilateral, comprised
between the two oceans east and west, Canada on the north, the Mexican Gulf
and plateau on the south. Within these limits the repnblic comprises a super-
ficial area of 3,026,000, and, including Alaska and the American portion of the
Great Lakes, of 3,668,000 square miles, or more than thirty times that of the
British Isles, more than five-sixths of Europe, and the sixtcenth part of all the
dry land on the surface of the globe.

Subjoined is a table of the growth of United States territory, with approxi-

mate estimates of its extent at various dates:-— o
in eq. miles.

The original colonies (exelusive of the trans-Alleghany lands) . 3 5 370,000
T(-mtory ceded by Great Britain in 1783 (exclusue of Great LnLes) . 447,000
Louisiana, bought from France in 1803 . 5 . 5 922.000
Florida, bonght from Spain in 1819 . . . . $ ) b 59,000
North Maine, ceded by England in 1842 . o 2 : 5 . . 10,000
Oregon Territory, ceded by England in 1846 . . 3 g . : 250,000
Texas, annexed in 1845 . . 376,000
New Mexieo, Arizona, Utah, and Cahfornm ccdcd by Mcxxco in 1848 5 546,000
The Gadsden purchase from Mexico in 1853 . 3 . 3 45,000
Alaska, bought from Russia in 1867 - : g 5 5 ° 577,000
San Juan Archipelago, ceded by England in 1872 ? 5 . . 600

Total (exclusivo American portion of Great Lakes) 5 . 3,602,600

GEOGRAPHICAL EXPLORATION—SURVEYS—CARTOGRAPHY.

What is now true of Alaska is equally true of the United States as a whole,
that the peaceful or enforeed annexation of the various regions constituting the
republic was made long before those regions were explored, or even known in
their more salient geographical features. Ience great efforts were needed to place
this seetion of North America on a level with Furope as regards the scientifie
study of its soil and climate. To fully appreciate the results already achieved, it
should be remembered that ten generations have not yet passed since the first
civilised whites established themselves on the lands that now form the inheritance
of the American republie.

Doubtless the Norse navigators in the year 1000 coasted the shores of Vinland
(““ Wineland ”), aregion which, by Rafn, Zohl, D’Avezacand other early commen-
tators, has been identified with the present Massachusetts, and whieh, in any ease,
must have been situated somewhere south of the St. Lawrence. Other visits
probably followed this discovery ; but the records of those times are too inter-
woven with legendary matter to yicld any clear or certain evidence to the
historical student.  The existence of Vinland’s wooded and inhabited seaboard
is the only geographical fact placed beyond all doubt by the Norse mariners.

The first explorations along the shores and in the territory of the present
United States, after the decisive discoveries of Columbus, Cabot and the other
pioncers, had at least the immenso advantage of giving substance to the vague
visions of contemporary geographers. But our knowledge of those expeditions is
too summary, and the names of places are too difficult of identification, to enable
us now to traco the itineraries with accuracy.



6 THE UNITED STATES.

The explorations condneted by Ponce de Leon, Vasquez de Ayllon, Pamphilo
de Narvacz in Florida, and afterwards by De Soto and Moscoso as far as the
Mississippi, followed pathless and now nnknown tracks across forests, swamps and
prairies. Irom the general description of the country it can be alone inferred
that the Mississippi was crossed near the spot where at present stands the little
town of Helena, north of the point where the White and the Arkansas rivers
join its mighty current.

At least as carly as the year 1542 the western shores of the region now
kuown by the name of California had been surveyed by Cabrillo as far as Cape
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Mendocino, and the temperate lands of North America henceforth figured on
charts and maps with contour lines differing little from the reality. The essential
geographical feature of the interior of the continent was traced by the early French
explorers, who ascended the chain of the Great Lakes from the St. Lawrence,
and then followed the course of the Mississippi down to its mouth in the Gulf of
Mexico. Towards the close of the seventeenth eentury were drawn the first maps,
on which is roughly sketched the central hydrographic system of North America.
The districts near tho French scttlements along the St. Lawrence are figured in
far greater detail and accuracy on the charts prepared by contemporary land
surveyors. Thus the map of Lake Champlain drawn by Anger in 1748 is scarcely
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GEOGRAPHICAL EXPLORATION. 7

inferior to those of the same region and on the same scale which arc at present
issued.  The settlement of the Atlantic maritime distriets by English and Dutch
colonists also contributed to a continually inereasing and more accurate know-
ledge of the outlines of the seaboard, as well as of the geographical features of the
coastlands as fur inland as the ranges belonging to the Appalachian system. In
the year 1642 the Massachusetts government commissioned two “ mathematicians
to lay down the frontiers of the territory that had been assigned to that colony.

Then the warlike expeditions against the Freneh and their Indian allies
opencd up the regions beyond the mountains as far as the Great Lakes. But
geographieal knowledge advanced by leaps and bounds after the close of the War
of Independence, when the rapid progress of colonisation in the Ohio valley, and
generally westwards to the Mississippi, necessitated a vast system of surveying
operations, the results of which were soon embodied in outline maps.

At the beginning of the present century the Americans, already masters of the
boundless territories comprised under the designation of Louisiana, extended
their settlements and their explorations far beyond the Great River. In 1804,
Lewis and Clarke, earrying out an enterprise projected thirty years previously
by Carver and Whitworth, aseended to the region about the headwaters of the
Missouri, crossed the passes over the Rocky Mountains, and, descending into the
basin of the Columbia, followed that river to its mouth, which bad already heen
discovered by Gray twelve years previously.

In the exploration of the Far West, Lewis and Clarke found numerous suc-
cessors, and towards the middle of the present century the orographic system of
those rugged, storm-swept regions was revealed in its fundamental outlines.
Between the years 1842 and 1846, Fremont, from whom one of the loftiest peaks
of the Roeky Mountains has been named, explored numerous passes in the Roeky
Mountains between the Colorado and Columbia rivers, while Stanley devoted him-
self specially to the Utah plateau with its saline lukes and deserts.

But the systematic study of the country was first undertaken after the Mexiean
war and the cession of California to the United States. Eager to survey the vast
expanses of which they had become the fortunate possessors, the Americans
organised scientific expeditions as early as the year 1853, for the purpose of dis-
covering the best routes for a transcontinental railway; with these explorations,
whose object was ainly economieal, were naturally associated scientific studies
on the geology, hydrography, natural history, fossils, antiquities of the surround-
ing regions, as well as of the local tribes and their migrations.

This immense work of exploration throughout all the lands beyond the Missis-
sippi, and especially west of the meridian of 100° west longitude, has been carried
on at great expense by the various scientific departments attached to the depart-
ments of war and of the interior, nnd by the agents of the Smithsonian Institution.
Moreover, a gencral Geological Survey of the United States has grown out of a
geological and geographical survey of the west, which began its operations in 1867
with the study of the recently organised state of Nebraska. Despite differences
between the material organisation and the staff of officials, despite a certain friction
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between the departmental officers and the men engaged in conducting the praetical
work, the operations have been none the less continued as a whole, and have given
birth to a prodigious collection of documents methodically classified and undoubtedly
forming the richest special library in the world. Associated with this vast under-

Figs. 3 and 4 —LaxE CHAMPLAIN, ACCORDING TO ANGER AND COLVIN.
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taking are the names of Whipple, Marcou, Emory, Hayden, Meck, Leidy, Wheeler,
Gilbert, King, Emmons, Hague, Powell, who have here found the widest field for
their aetivity. The general map of the trans- Mississippi regions on a scale of
1: 253,440, in 143 sheets, each subdivided into four parts, is more than half
finished, and contains a summary of thousands of explorations in the Far West,
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Morcover, innumerable maps in greater detail and on various seales have been and
are being added from year to year to the existing collections.

Although the states east of the Mississippi have been occupied by the white
man from a date far anterior to that of the colonisation of the western territories,
their topographie survey in a manner comparable to that of the regions beyond the
Mississippi has been postponed to a much later period. The first attempt made
to obtain the exact measurement of a degree of latitude took place towards the
middle of the eighteenth century in connection with a dispute about frontiers.
An agreement eoneluded between Pennsylvania and Maryland had stipulated that
the dividing line, beginning twelve miles north-west of Neweastle, should run due
west across five degrees of longitude.

The geometricians charged with this operation were not sufficiently instructed
for such work, and after long essays, all followed by failure, they had to give up
the task. Appeal was then made to Mason and Dixon, two Englishmen, who
accomplished the undertsking. But the wrong measurements previously tuken
had already vitiated the operations in prineiple, and numerous errors were de-
teeted in its execution. The boundary laid down by the two surveyors became
famons under the name of “ Mason aud Dixon’s line,” because later it indicated
the frontier between the Northern and Sounthern States, that is to say, between the
free and slave states. It is from this circumstance that in popular language the
Southern States are often referred to as “Dixie’s Land.”

Crude surveys made during the course of the eighteenth and the first half of
the nineteenth century, for the purposc of determining the boundaries of various
states, or of counties within the states, also frequently gave rise to some very ques-
tionable results, the members of the surveys taking no account of the convergence
of the meridional lines, and for the most part confusing the true with the magnetic
north pole. Thus the dividing line between Virginia and North Carolina, and
between Kentucky and Tennessee, which extends westwards for a distance of twelve
degrees of longitude, was assumed to coincide with 36° 30" north latitude, whereas
subsequent surveys have shown that it oscillates between 36° 317 and 36° 36”.

But such errors led to no serious consequences, maps being at that time used
olmost exelusively for the purpose of establishing the political and admini-
strative divisions between states and counties, and to determine the limits of
domains held by private landowners. Most of the so-called “maps” merely
contained the summary results of the surveying sheets, representing the eon-
ventional divisions of the land in broad highly-eoloured lines, regal'dle§s of
broken or level surfaces, vertical relief, water-partings or fluvial basins. Never-
theless, it must be admitted that the magnetie chart of the United States has been
the object of more serious studies and of more thorough operations than that of
Lurope.

Such was the dearth of serious tepographic surveys before the Civil War
that Massachusetts, representing not more than the 441st part of the whole
republie, was the only stale which at that time possessed a map eomparable to
the topographic works of West Iurope. DBut *the interests of trade and
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defence ” urgently demanded that at least the coasts should be determined by
accurate geodetic surveys, and this work, which at first was confined to the
detailed representation of the more frequented ports and roadsteads, gradually
aequired sufficient importance to serve as a base for the cartography of the whole
country. In fact, the staff of the ‘ Coast and Geodetic Survey ” has already
nearly completed a minutely accurate survey of the seaboard along both -oceans
and around the Gulf of Mexico. It has, moreover, studied the regime of many
of the watercourses as far as the head of navigation, and connected the triangu-
lation of the scaboard with that of the mountain ranges. It is even carrying the
chain of triangles inland towards the Rocky Mountains, in order to form a junetion
of the surveys in the western slope with those of the Atlantic coast at 39° north
latitude.

After the successful development of this great work, there could be no thought
of shrinking from another vast undertaking, that of preparing a systematic chart
of the United States on seales large enough to represent topographic details. This
comprehensive scheme was taken in hand by the Geological Survey in 1884, without
neglecting its primary object, which is to prepare the geological map of the country.

About three hundred sheets issued before the end of 1891 give some idea of
the colossal charaeter of this undertaking, which is already completed in thirty-six
sheets for New Jersey, in sixty for Massachusetts, and in four for the Yellowstone
National Park; a beginning has also been made in nearly every state of the Union.

The scale of the general map of the United States varies with the different
regions, rising from 62,500 for the more populous eastern provinces to 125,000 for
most of the other States, and 250,000 for mountainous regions. The number of
sheets would exceed a hundred thousand were the whole national domain treated
with the same detail as Massachusetts and the other Atlantie states.

The plates already published by the Geological Survey are of very fine appear-
ance, and represent the altitudes very neatly by means of levelling lines traced
at intervals of a hundred English feet. But compared with similar sheets published
in Europe they reveal a surprising poverty in local names. The geographical nomen-
clature of the United Statesis, in fact, extremely defective, or, rather, it has still to
be formulated. Nor could it be otherwise in a country which since prehistoric times
had been but sparsely peopled, and in which it was impossible to hand on the
intellectual culture of the first inhabitants to the present masters of the land.

In Ttaly, France, and Great Britain the names given to localitics thousands
of years ago still survive cither in their first form, of which the sense is not
always lost, or under some new or modified form, in harmony with the new or
modified languages. Many of these names were doubtless forgotten during
the long succession of ages; but they have been successively replaced by others
drawn cither from the aspeet of the land, or from the nature of the soil, or else
from some historic event or local ineident, all arising spontancously from the
current speech of the time,

In the United States the conditions are different. A few Tndian names, for
the most part greatly mutilated, have been preserved, either because of their
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euphonious sound, or when understood thanks to the poctry and appropriateness
of the expression, or in certain cuses in virtue of the imposing aspect of the
sites, or of the fame acquired far and wide by their Indian designation. By a
remarkable contrast, most of the terms belonging to the American languages have
been retained, not in the IFar West, but in the Atlantic coastlands, which have
been longest settled by the whites, and consequently the longest cleared of the
aboriginal populations. ~Moreover, hundreds of such Indian terms in New England
and the State of New York are still traditionally known or recorded by the carly
writers, though now replaced in the eurrent speech by English names.

The reason of this rich inheritanee is simple enough. During the early days

Fig. 5.—PrEsext StTaTE oF UNITED STATES TOPOGRAPHY.
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of the colonisation, the Europeans, still relatively weak, were in econstant asso-
eiation with their neighbours, the Redskins. They had to traffic with them,
take them as guides through the western forests, sign treaties and ecouventions
in their wigwams, learn to smoke the calumet of peace, while awaiting the day
when they should be strong enough to exterminate or drive them into the interior,
and reduce the few survivors to the condition of abject slaves. During over two
hundred years of peaceful or hostile contact the white settlers had time to learn a
great part of the local nomenclature, and, gradually aequiring some facility in
pronouncing those strauge names, they ltad no occasion to replace them by trite
expressions borrowed from their own language. '

In the western regions, on the contrary, the white invasion was rapid, or even
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sudden ; after a few sharp confliets, the Indians had either to withdraw or allow
themselves to be peuned up in narrow reserves. The two races had but little
intercourse with one another, and the Indian geographical terminology remained
almost entirely unknown to the intruders.

It was not through the aborigines, but at least partly through the Canadian
voyageurs, French or half-caste, that the immigrants aequired their knowledge of
the Far West. Lven before being traversed by the Anglo-Saxon pioneers, the
regions stretching beyond the Mississippi to the middle of the Rocky Mountains
were represented by a map eovered with French terms, names of tribes, of
mountains, rivers, rocks, and plains. Since the settlement of the land by Americans
of English speech, many of these names have persisted, though at times under a
strangely distorted form. Thus, the river Cheyenne and Cheyenne City probably
recall the presence of an ancient tribe of “Chiens”” or Dogs, as they were called
by the Canadian trappers.

But the vast majority of the names had to be coined when the bulk of the
settlers invaded the western regions. It is not, however, in the power of the
human intellect to create a new language spontaneously. The Americans, like
their forefathers, could do no more than name the new localities from some
physical characteristic, from reminiscences of the mother eountry, the memory
or glorification of persons respected for their wealth, power or influence, or
else the prospect of some future moral or material triumph.

But aptly to name all the sites of a region nearly as large as Europe would
need an imagination of more than ordinary vividness, a singularly powerful
memory, a rare depth of poetic feeling; and even were the new arrivals
endowed with these exceptional intellectual resources, frequent repetition would
none the less have still been inevitable.  Certain rounded -crests naturally
suggested to the settlers in South Carolina and Ohio alike, such epithets as
Round Top or Round Hill ; in the same way heights destitute of vegetation might
be called Bald Mountain wherever met, while aceording to the prevailing growths,
eminences would take some designation composed of such words as Pine, Laurel,
Oak, Chestnut, Hickory in combination with various forms of relief, such as
Mount, Ridge, Hill, ITeight, Cliff, Ledge, Range and the like.

So also every distriet has its Deep or Flat, Crazy or Lazy, Muddy, Rocky or
Sandy River. Every city of the Old World, whether vanished or still flourishing,
had its homonym in the New ; hence Babylon and Memphis, Canton and Delhi,
Athens and Rome, Troy and Syracuse, Paris and London, some reeurring more
than onece. Patriotic sentiment has often transferred the names of places in the
home country to the new foundations, though the auticipations of the first settlers
have rarely coincided with the facts, the new towns seldom suggesting in their
careers the history of the old places. The Cairo of Illinois resembles the
Egyptian Cairo only in its ramifying streams; Paris is represented by a few
insignificant urban groups, and London has no very formidable rival in the trans-
Atlantic New London.

On the other hand, the Boston, Baltimore and Orlcans of the United Stafes have
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outstripped their European homonyms beyond all standard of comparison. The
serics of names where the commonplace reigns supreme is associated with such
popular leaders as Washington, Jefferson, Fayette or Lafayette, Adams and
others, whose number is already legion.

The orthography of all this perplexing nomenclature also varies considerably,
as shown by a comparison of the English and American texts. In faet, the
spelling has not yet been officially established ; but here custom decides the
question, for it is important to adopt some uniform system in geographical
writings. In the present work it has been found necessary to adhere to the usual

Fig. 6.—Zo~ES oF ALTITUDE OF THE UNITED STATES.
Scale 1: 48,000,000,
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orthography of American documents. Thus Zyg Harbor appears instead of Lyg-
harbour, Snow Plow for Snow-plough, Boisé City for Boisée, and so on.

Broap Prysicar. Fearures.

The United States occupy such a large section of the New World that the
general description of this vast region coincides almost with that of North
America itself. Like the whole continent, the territory of the great republic
presents a remarkable simplicity of structure. Broadly speaking, it consists of a
vast central plain with a serpentine axis indicated by the course of the Mississippi,
and two outer rims represented by the two orographic systems of the Appalachians
on the Atlantic aud the Rocky Mountains with their attendant plateaux on the
Pacific side. Y Sl \ .- Th =,

- {

g Uol )



14 THE UNITED STATES.

But these two systems arc disposed in different directions; while the
Appalachian chains run north-east and south-west, the Rocky Mountains have a
general trend from north-west to south-east. They also present a marked
contrast in their respective dimensions. The vast mountainous plateau com-
prised between the Rockies and the Sierra Nevada is both far more extensive
and far more elevated than the parallel ridges of the Appalachian system.  But
their geological study shows that these castern uplands are a mere vestige of what
they must once have been. The peninsula of Florida at their southern extremity
is of coralline origin, and consequently constitutes a little world apart, or rather
belongs physically to the West Indian insular region. Excluding Alaska, the
mean altitude of the Urited States has been estimated by Gannett at 2,500 feet.

To the simplicity of structure corresponds that of the general relief and
contour lines. In this respect the United States offer a striking contrast to
Europe, whose framework, formed of numerous continental fragments, presents
the whole series of geological formations, where the order of succession is far
from easily recognised. Compared with this complexity the stratification of
the North American continent is characterised by a surprisingly regular arrange-
ment.

The eastern section, which comprises the whole of the Appalachian region with
the slope draining to the Great Lakes and the St. Liawrence, consists of primitive
rocks and the ascending transitions up to the carboniferous formations. This
section may be regarded as the foundation stone of the continent on which were
developed the first living organisms.

West of the archaic Appalachian system, and as far as the foot-hills of the
Rocky Mountains, secondary formations greatly prevail over all others. Lastly,
the westerly section of the States is formed by a vast pedestal of crystalline
rocks, cropping out here and there, and generally overlaid by secondary and
tertiary strata, the former disposed in parallel chains, the latter consisting of plains
and closed basins.  Moreover, lava streams of enormous extent occupy the greater
part of the north-western territory in the basin of the Columbia, and throughout
the Oregon and Californian coast ranges.

NatvraL axp Porrmicar. FRONTIERS.

Despite the symmetrical delimitation of the United States frontiers, from
Puget Sound to Lake Superior, and from the Californian scaboard to the course
of the Rio Grande del Norte, the conventional limits coincide more closely than
might be expected with the boundaries traced Ly nature. Thus on the north-
west coast the San Juan de Fuca channel and the archipelagoes of Puget
Sound, all belong to the last or southernmost of the long series of north-
western coast fjords. North of the political frontier the marine shore-line is
carved into numerous sounds and ramifying inlets, and masked by an outer
fringe of islands and islets extending all the way to the Alaskan peninsula and
the long chain of the Aleutian Axrchipelago.

But south of that frontier the coast assumes the aspeet almost of a straight
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THE SEABOARD. 15

line, or at least is but slightly diversified, presenting scarcely any breaks or
indentations. The only inlet piereing the long line of rocky eliffs is San Francisco
Bay, forming with its ramifications one of the finest groups of harbours in the
world. This bay, however, cannot be regarded as a true fjord like those of the
Columbian and Alaskan seaboards, but rather as a simple valley enclosed by
parallel ranges and communicating through a narrow breach with the sea.

On the coast of Maine, at the other extremity of the United States, the
politieal frontier coineides less closely with a zone of natural transition. In fact,
the whole shore-line is here indented with fjords as distinetly as is the Labrador
coast, while the innumerable lakes of the north-eastern United States also belong
physically to the Canadian region. Even sonth of Massachusetts and of the

Fig. 7.—Groroarcar Forwations oF THE UNITED STATES.
Scale 1 : 65,000,000.
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headland of Cape Cod, fashioned like a gondola’s prow, the inlets penetrating info
the interior of the conntry are also true fjords now in proeess of being filled up.

Lastly, Lake George and Lake Champlain, with the tarns of the Adirondack
Mountains, and even the Hudson Valley itself, belong originally to the same system
of marine fjords. Thus it is only south of New York that the seaboard, here
skirted by long eordons of sand or mnd, begins to formn part of another geological
domain. Beyond the valley and estnary of the St. Lawrence, which so sharply
intersect the continental seaboard, the most conspicuous natural division on the
Atlantic eoast of North America is New York Bay. This southern limit of the
marine fjord system coineides with that of-the lines of moraines borne southwards
by the northern glaeiers.

Between the north-western and north-eastern angles of the United States.
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the great inland seas which send their overflow to the St. Lawrence, form
collectively a political and fiscal frontier, whereas, from the standpoint of inter-
national relations and general intercourse, these waters form, on the contrary, the
chief clement of union between the peoples inhabiting their shores. It is in
virtue of the chain of lakes which girdle it round that in its economic and social
life the Canadian province of Ontario forms an integral part of the same physical
region as the States of the Ohio basin.

Henee this lacustrine frontier, which with its contour lines figures so pro-
minently on the maps, is really more artifieial than the long conventional line
of the forty-ninth parallel between the Lake of the Woods and Puget Sound.
The geometrical boundary is at least so far justified by the natural conditions that
it leaves to the United States all the upper Mississippi and nearly the whole of the
Missouri basin,  Moreover, it crosses the Rocky Mountains at a relatively narrow
part of the orographic system, where a depression occurs between distinet sections
of the range.

On the southern frontier towards Mexico, more than half of the dividing line
coincides with the course of the Rio Grande del Norte. The remaining part of
the line is drawn so as to award to the United States the whole course of the
Rio Gila; it has also the advantage of crossing the peninsula of California near
its neck.*

LacustriNe aAND MariNg Warers.—Tue SEanoarn.

To cach of the three great geological divisions of the North American domain
—Appalachians, Mississippi basin, and Rocky Mountains with their plateaux—
correspond different seas. Tke Atlantic has deposited lands which streteh along
the foot of the Alleghanies and their offshoots; the Gulf of Mexico limits
the Mississippi slope on the south, while the same slope is bounded on the north
and separated from the regions facing the Frozen Ocean by the Canadian Great
Lakes, which virtually form another marine gulf, although conuceted with the
ocean by a river instead of a strait. Lastly, on the west side the Pacific waters
wash the basc of the foot-hills belonging to the Rocky Mountains system.

The very outlines of the scaboards suffice to reveal their various origins. The
north-cast coastlands, till comparatively recent times eovered with an icecap, pre-
serve in a slightly modified form the aspect which they had under the glacial mass.
Southwards all the shores of marine formation, as far as the peninsula of IFlorida,
present a series of sandy cordons, which the sea has disposed in front of the

Square miles.
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primitive beach by regularly npheaving the marine bed facing the coast. On the
inner side of the terminal mass formed by the peninsula of Florida the southern
shores of the United States washed by the Gulf of Mexico present an aspeet
analogous to that of the Atlantic eoastline.

The Pacific seaboard, on the contrary, is rocky throughout nearly its entire
extent, or at least the strands formed by the conflicting marine eurrents develop
their eurves between rocky headlands.

These differences in the conformation of the seaboards and in the materials

Fig. 8.—Norta AtraNTic AND Mexrcax GULr CoASTLANDS.
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composing them betray the diversity of their geologieal history, and aro assoeiated
with the secular phenomena of upheaval and subsidence.  According to the
observations made at certain points on the coast, the Atlantic shores seem to be
gradually sinking and permitting the further eneroachment of the sea. Those of
the Gulf from Florida to Texas, as well as those facing the Pacific Ocean, would
appear, on the contrary, to have entered a period of upheaval. To such upheaval
of the land observers are disposed to attribute the position.of a marine shell-
68 g 4
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mound, which at present lies to the north of Mobile 50 miles inland, but which
must evidently have at one time stood on the seashore.

It may be stated in a general way, that the Atlantic coast of the United States,
at least south of Chesapeake Bay, is one of those that hiave been the lcast favoured
by nature as regards the diversity of its contours and the number of commodious
havens. The section of the seaboard most easily approached, and possessing the
finest harbours facing towards the Old World, has also progressed most rapidly
in population, trade, and general prosperity.*

CrLiMATIC AND BoTaNican ZoxEs.

Speaking broadly, the United States corresponds with Europe in its climate,
although in its mean latitude it lies much farther south. It is comprised between
49° and 25° north, whereas the Europcan continent is limited by 71° and 36°.
Thus its mean latitude is indicated by the thirty-scventh parallel, which traverses
Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri, while that of Europe is situated over 1,100
miles ncarer to the North Pole, passing from south England through Holland,
and north Germany, to the central steppes of Russia.

The discrepancy sceins enormous, but if we take the two ports of Liverpool
and New York, which is true enough from the cconomic standpoint, as the cor-~
responding cities on either side of the Atlantic, one the converging point of the
chief Europcan lines of emigration, the other the diverging point for the various
lines of migration radiating throughout tho interior of the republic, the differcnce
of latitude betwecn the two great ports is found not to exceed 12° 42'.

The difference in their mean temperatures, also, is but slightly in favour of
the city which lies nearer to the torrid zone.t If the summer heats are much
higher in the American than in the English city, the winter season is on the
other hand always more severc. The influence of the oceanic -currents, whether
atmospheric or marine, which set normally in the direction from south-west to
north-east, both raises and equalises the temperature on the west coasts of Kurope.
This movement of the winds and waters in an oblique path across the north
Atlantic is nothing more nor less than a general translation of the climate of

* Length of the United States coasts measured in a straight line from one extremity to the other
(No. 1); aud following the contour lines of the shores, islands and navigablo estnaries (No. 2);

according to a chart prepared to tho seale of 1 : 1,000,000.
No. 1. No. 2.

Miles. Miles.
Atlantic coast from tho mouth of the Saint Croix to Key West . 1,700 19,800
Gulf coast from Key West to the month of the Rio Grande . 950 9,500
Shores of the Great Lakes from the Thousand Islands to Duluth 800 3,300
Pacific coast from Cape Flattery to the Mexican frontier . 3 1,200 3,700
Total s . 4,650 36,300

Rocky coast . 5 5 . 5 15,500 miles.

Sandy coast . o 2 . 2 20,800 miles.

+ Annusl range of temperature at Liverpool and New York :—

Tiverpool. New York.
53° 24' N. Lat. 40° 42’ N. Lat. Difference.
Mecan annual temperaturo . : 0 : : . BO°F. 52° F. 2° P,

Mean temperature of July 4 : : : e [705 13°
Mean temperature of January . 5 5 L.l 1438 30° Hhl-
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America towards the higher European latitudes. Hence the extreme importance
of the forecastings of approaching storms and eyclones forwarded one or two days
in advance by the meteorologists of the New to those of the Old World.

Thus also the passage from Europe to America is facilitated by the climate,
despite the differences of latitude. Doubtless the removal from ome side of the
occan to the other is always attended by risk to the health of the emigrant, but
such risk is less for the emigrant to the United States than it is for emigrants to
any other country at as great distance from Europe.

The climate of the United States, while subject to greater cxtremes of
temperature, is also drier, more inconstant, more capricious. Nevertheless, the
Englishman may really fancy himself at home in the New England states; the
Frenchman might on bis part recognise in the Ohio a river of his native land;
and for the Spaniard were not the regions of New Mexico and California
another Castille and another Andalusia ?

According to Gannett the central point round which the temperature of the

Fig. 9.—IsotnErMars oF THE UNITED STATES.
Seale 1 : 106,000,000,
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United States oscillates would appear to be 52° F., the same as that of the lower
course of the Loire between Tours and Saint-Nazaire. In the United States the
population is found to be densest precisely in the zone which corresponds best to
West Lurope, that is to say, between the isothermals of 50° and 55° F., and the
isohyetose lines (lines of equal rainfall) of 30 and 50 inches.

In the intcrior of the land there are no natural obstacles interrupting its
geographical unity in the dircetion from north to seuth. The Appalachian and
Recky Mountains, being disposed parallel with the nearest seaboards, could neither
prevent nor retard the spread of population aleng the line of the meridian between
the region of the Great Lakes and the Gulf of Mexico., In the Mississippi basin
the migrating hordes had, so to say, merely fo drift with the current of the great
river in order to swarm over the land from its headwaters to the delta.

This general form of the relicf has imparted to the whole territory a remarkablo
degree of geograpbicdl) anity. ~The transitions. frem .zone to zone, whether of



20 THE UNITED STATES.

climate, flora or fauna, take place imperceptibly from latitude to latitude, so that
the greatest contrasts in these respects occur in the direction from east to west.
Thus the British colonies remained for 150 years eonfined to the narrow slope of
the Atlantic, and the passage over the Appalachians, and across the forests formef'ly
clothing their western slopes, was a most arduous undertaking. Th.e Canadian
voyageurs also had great difficulty in surmounting the Rocky Mountains,

In the direction from east to west the climatic zones are indicated by the
character of the soil and the local floras. The swampy or low-lying Atlantic
coastlands are followed by the Appalachian ranges and plateaux with their large

Fig. 10.—GeEAT BoTaNIcAL ZoNks oF THE UNITED STATES.
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forest growths. Beyond the forests come the prairies, dotted over with elumps of
trees, merging gradually in boundless seas of a herbaceous vegetation, steppes, and
arid desert regions.  The saline plateaux and snowy ranges of the Rocky Moun-
tain region form another zone, which is followed by the Californian lowlands.*

* Main physical regions of the United States :—

Areain ®q. miles Aren inaq. miles  Pop.in 1890  Density
{(by slopes). (by states). (with Indians). per sq. mile
Appalachians . 4 3 J 276,900 393,200 25,876,232 66
Mississippi, Lakes and Gulf . 1,901,300 1,444,900 33,964,989 24
Rocky Mountaing . . ., 847,400 1,187,500 3,109,228 3
Alaska . 3 : . 577,000 577,000 31,795 0:05

Total *.u, 4 o 3,602,600 62,982,241



CHAPTER II
INHABITANTS—INDIGENOUS AND FOREIGN ELEMENTS.

3 IIERE can be no doubt as to the vast antiquity of man in the pre-
sent territory of the United States. The finds alrcady 1nade show
that he was contemporary with the great pachydermata and the
prehistoric horse.  The skeleton of a mastodon discovered by
Koch on the bed of a swamp in Missouri was surrounded with
flint arrowheads and other stone projectiles, which had, doubtless, been hurled
against the animal; lavge heaps of cinders, some no less than six feet high, also
show that he was ultimately despatched or perhaps cooked by means of fire.*

In Cualifornia and Louisiana explorers have also picked up several worked im-
plements, mixed with the remains of huge pachydermata. The gravels where the
goldhunters now search fur the precious metal dato from quaternary times, and
it can be stated with certainty that the Californian man lived during that epoch,
for in many places these gravels contain stone instruments ; even some fragments
of human bones have here been collected. The pick has eome upon flint objeets
resting on ground tens of yards below the surface of the primitive soil ; such ob-
jeets have even been found in the ernpted basalts. A report was even spread that
a human skull had been brought to light on the western slope of the Sierra Nevada,
in the Calaveras County, in the tertiary formatior itself, under several beds of
lava ; this skull, however, was not seen in sifu by any observer, and the miner
who produced it stated that he had discovered it in a mine in Bald Mountain, near
Altaville, at a depth of forty-four yards; but the hole has ever since been flooded.

But however this be, the extreme antiquity of man is well established, for he
was certainly contemporaneous with the large animals that lived before the last

glacial epoch. The patient researches made by Abbott in the Trenton glacial
deposits between New York and Philadelphia seem toprove that the aborigines dwelt
on the banks of the Delaware before the last ice invasion from the north. In this
distriet three successive civilisations, revealed by the eorresponding stone imple-
ments, have been superimposed like the alluvizl deposits of a river. The oldest
paleolithic objects, attributed to peoples leading the same kind of life and probably
belonging to the same race as the present Xiskimo, oceur in the beds of sand and

® Dana, Ameriean Journal of Science and Arts, May, 1876 ; Do Nadiillac, Prehistoriec America,
English edition, 1885 ; Emil Schuidt, Spuren des Mensehen in Nord-Amerika.
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gravel ; they are quite different from the implements of comparatively recent origin,
from which they are separated by a bed of glacial drift with striated and polished
rocks ; onc of these objects has even scratches exactly like those of the boulders
amongst which it was found.

The antiquity of the fishing people is also as well attested as that of the hunting
tribes. The heaps of kitchen refuse occurring in many of the coast districts, on
the Pacific as well as on the Atlantic side and along the shores of the tidal
estuaries, consist almost exclusively of shells, whence their name of shell-mounds,
and they must consequently have been accumulated by fishing peoples. Judging
from the vast size of the mounds, these primitive groups must have sojourned for
long ages in those maritime distriets. Somec of the heaps are very thick, and hun-
dreds or even thousands of yards long; one occurs in the ontskirts of Baltimore,which
supplies the carbonate of lime for smelting the iron ores, and which is still quarried
by the contractors for repairing the highways without being yet exhausted.

These kitchen-middens date from a very remote epoch, for none of them have
yielded any iron or other metal implements. The objects contained in them are
coarse potsherds and flint, horn, and especially bonc implements. But on the other
hand these remains of prehistoric banquets canunot be rcferred to quaternary
times, for the shells and bones collected by explorers belong -to contemporary
species, or to such as still lived at the time of the discovery of the New World ;
such are the Great Auk (Alea impennis) and the domestic dog.

If the kitchen refuse bears witness to the presence of man in America at a
very remote period, the mounds and barrows which are scattered over almost every
part of the present United States territory give evidence of a civilisation already
somewhat developed. Although thousands have been levelled by the white settlers,
many other thousands still remain. The Ohio valley and the lower Missouri
basin are amongst the regions where the mound-builders raised these structures in
the greatest profusion. In the state of Ohio alone, as many as ten thousand
have been recorded. The Yazoo River owes its Indian name of “ Old Ruins ”’ to
the countless artificial knolls strewn along its banks. St. Louis also has been
called ““Mound City ” from a hillock that had formerly been raised on the site
at present occupicd by this town.

Others are seen farther north all the way to the Canadian region traversed by
the Red River, which flows to Lake Winnipeg, and farther south away to the banks
of the Louisiana bayous. They are also found in the Far West beyond the Rocky
Mountains, in the cast on the Atlantic seaboard, in Florida, and even on the cir-
cumjacent islands. The mounds, nearly all of rectangular shape, vary in height
from about two to over thirty yards, and most of them have been raised on the banks
of running waters. But besides the simple pyramidal, conical, oblong or octagonal
structures, besides the square {erraces of the marshy districts, on which stood
isolated habitations and even villages, there are yet many other mounds whose
form is far more complex, and which often cover a vast extent of ground.

Some of these, such as the works at Marietta, on the Muskingum near its con-
fluence with the Ohio, were evidently fortresses, with defensive works, enclo-
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sures, winding paths, trenches, covered and underground passages continued even
beneath the river-beds. Such fortified grounds occasionally oecupied immense spaces
from two to four square miles in extent. Fort Ancient, on the Little Miami River
in Ohio, was a fortified village large enough to afford shelter to 35,000 persons‘.
Archaological research has also shown that of the mounds raised by the
Indians of this epoch several were burial-places, like those of the ancient inbabi-
tants of Gaul, Thrace and Scythia. Lastly, tribal and religious symbolism has
evidently determined the form of the numerous earthworks, whose outlines repre-

Fig. 11.—INDIAN FORTIFICATIONS AT MARIETTA.
Beale 1 : 30,000.
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sent otems (totems),* or tutelar animals, such as bears, deer, jaguars, turtles,
lizards, herons or frogs,

One of the sepulchral buildings represents a man ; others suggest the outlines

of a mastodon, while another figures a whole procession of huge beasts following
in Indian file. On the banks of Brush Creek, in the State of Ohio, is seen a barrow
of unique form in the New World and without analogue in the Old, representing

* Cuoq has shown that the proper form of this word i8 not totem, but ofem.— Etudes philologiques sur
quelques langues sanvages de U dmérigue.
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a gracefully undulating serpent with its tail in a triple spiral coil ; its mouth
is open and batween its teeth it holds an egg some 300 feet in circumference,
tho whole distance from head to tail exceeding 1,000 feet. The natives,
having no knowledge or traditions of the old builders of this structure, regarded
the symbolic snake as the work of a great manitou.

The chief objects of industry contained in the North American mounds are cut
or perforated bones, flint instruments, children’s whistles, dolls, warriors’ orna-
ments, carved shells, earthenware embellished with colours which rapidly fade
when exposed to the air. Like the mounds themselves these vessels affect the
form of various animnuls, some even representing human beings. Pipes are found
in all the mounds, some in baked or dried clay, others in hard stone, even in por-
phyry, and fashioned in a thousand ways, bespeaking the artistic fancy of the old
mound-builders. Like the shellfish-caters, these peoples had no knowledge of
iron ; but they were acquainted with copper, a metal which cume from the rich
mines situated on the banks of Lake Superior, in the Keweenaw peninsula, and in
Isle Royale  These old mines have been discovered, with their supporting
galleries half hidden by the vegetable humus where whole forests have sprung up.
The hatchets and knives detached from the blocks of metal still lie strewn about
in these ancient excavations.

The first explorers of the American mounds, struck by the difference between
the civilisation of their builders and that of the present generation of Indians,
were inclined to conclude that the two races were entirely different, and that the
former disappeared by the process of extermination.

But most modern anthropologists are, on the contrary, disposed to recognise
in the American aborigines an unbroken continuity of the ethnical elements; nor
do they at all admit that the mound-builders were in any way superior in the
industries and general culture to the Indians found in the country by Jacques
Cartier and the other European pioncers.

Many of the mounds already examined by archwologists must be very old, for
the human bones found in them are almost entirely decomposed. The animal
remains, however, even in the very oldest, all belong to species still living in the
country or in neighbouring lands, showing that the climate of that epoch was
the same as at present.

It may also be asked whether there has not been a gradual transition from
the architecture of the Ohio mounds—four-sided step pyramids—to the true
pyramids of dried bricks which are met in New Mexico and Arizona, and the
perfect type of which is presented by the Aztec and Maya temples of Anahuac
and Yucatan? Like the Mexican edifices, the Illinois and Missouri structures
rest against adobe walls, and certain carved shells are Aztec in design.

Morcover, even in the upper Mississippi basin modern historic evidence shows
that the erection of mounds still went on for some time after the arrival of the
Europeans, The Creeks in the extreme south were mound-builders, as were also

their Seminole neighbours in Florida, the Cherokees of Georgia, and the Natchez
of the Mississippi.
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During the period when fishing populations dwelt on the Atlantie shores, or
when agricultural tribes occupied certain parts of the interior, such as the fertile
Ohio, Missouri, and lower Mississippi valleys, the North American Indians were
probably more numerous than they were found to be by the Europecans four
centuries ago. Aecording to Baneroft, not more than 300,000 natives oecupied
the section of the nerthern continent comprised between the Great Lakes,
the St. Lawrence, the Atlantic, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Rocky Mountains.
Certainly this is a very small number for such a vast territory. Nevertheless
the estimate is justified by seund reasoning and the knewn historic facts.

At the time of the discovery the most civilised Redskins this side Mississippi,
those at least who dwelt nerth of the Ohio, had but a rudimentary knowledge of
husbandry. The Illinois “made Indian wheat [maize ] mostly thrice a year, and
all [had] water melons to refresh themselves during the heats.”—(Joliet.) The
Irequois, the Hurons, the Algonquins ef the ceastlands, and other half-sedentary
peoples, had also little clearings round their wigwams. The agricultural nations
of the south, such as the Appalachians, the Cherokees, and the Natchez, who
occupied the uplands of the southern Appalachian mountains, the Mississippi
valley, and especially the part bordering on the Gulf of Mexico, even possessed
the prunus Cluckasai, a frait-tree which is ne longer found in the wild state, but
only in the eultivated clearings since abandoned by the Indians.—(Brinton.)

Hud these various agricultural peoples been allowed to enjoy their plantations
in peace, there would have been no lack of space, and the plains might have
teemed with millions and milliens of human beings. But these settled tribes,
being tied to the land, were for that very reason more easily subdued. A firm
rule of ehiefs and priests established over them had kept them in close control,
in order to “protect” them frem the raids of the huunting tribes, and at the
time when the whites first made their appearance in the country these sedentary
communities were for the most part on the deeline. Vast territories were already
abandoned, and travellers often made long journeys through the forests without
seeing the least traece of human habitations.

As to the pastoral stage, which the historians of the Old Woerld, overlooking
the conditions of America, supposed to be a social state necessarily intermediate
between the civilisation of the hunting and agricultural populations, such a stage
had no existenee at all in North America. The Indians had domesticated neither
the bison of the prairies nor the geat of the Recky Mountains.

For most of the nemad tribes of the Redskins, the vast forests, the savannas,
the marshy plains were mere battleficlds or hunting-greunds, and the hostile
populations roaming over demains with ever-shifting frontiers were separated from
cach other by enormous uninhabited spaces. According to Lubbock, the normal
proportion of game to a population depending for its existence on such feed must
be estimated at 750 animals per man, renewed from year to year by natural
inerease. Thus the tribes had to mamtain a state of war and incessantly
decimate each other to spare the game. The life of wild animals was more
valuable than that of aliens. = At the most flourishing peried of their history, the
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Iroquois, Cherokee, Creck, Choctaw, or Ojibway natiens had never more than four
or five theusand warriors each.

According to the tcstimeny of the early settlers the aborigines of New
England taken collectively cemprised at the utmnost 20,000 persens. If we add te
the native population of the Atlantic seaboard and Mississippi basin the relatively
more numerous tribes, who till receut tumes were in peaceful possession of
certain Rocky Mountain valleys and of the Pacific slope, we arrive at the cen-
clusion that the number of aborigines scattered over the present United States
territory scarcely exceeded half a millien at the time when the Iuropeans first
arrived on the North American continent. A detailed table prepared by Garland
from the reports of travellers and missionaries gives 570,000 as the number
approximating ncarest to the truth at the beginning of the seventeenth century.

All the members of the various North American tribes present great unifermity
in their physical appearance, and in this connectien writers have often quoted the
remark made by d’Ulloa in the last century that “ when you have seen one Indian
you have seen all.”” Nevertheless, this is a highly exaggerated statement, and
undoubtedly the natives themselves clearly perceive all the contrasts in appearance
and expressien by which the various tribal greups are distinguished one frem the
other. At the same time it cannot be denicd that the general type of the Indian
presents great uniformity frem ene end of the Union te the other; in many cases
their language alene enables the observer to determine, if not the race, at least
the ethnical greup to which certain individuals beleng.

The coleur to which the North American aborigines owe their name of “Red-
skins "’ is yellowish in infancy, after which it gradually grows red. Consequently,
argues Manouvrier, the red races de not differ essentially from the yellow, at least
so far as regards complexion, and from this peint of view they might be regarded
as Asiatic races modified in their new environment. In the children may alse be
observed narrow cblique eyes, which are given as a characteristic of the Mongols.

Nevertheless, the differences between the Mengelic and North American types
are in other respects well marked, and in their structure the respective forms of
speech prevent absolute contrasts. According to Volney the Miamis, amengst
whom he resided, were as white as he was himself. The reddish hue which they
gradually acquired, and which is much mere highly-esteemed than a fair com-
plexien, is by him attributed te their lives passed in the open air, where they
become tanned by the sun, “father of colenr.” Amongst ether tribes, notably the
Califernian Diggers, the hue is almest black.

The form of the American skull is by ne means uniferm. Most of the Red-
skins have brachycephalic (round) heads, while that of others is highly doliche-
cephalic (leng). In no region is the divergence in this respect greater than in
America. The aborigines of thec New World also present great contrasts in the
capacity of the brain-pan. According te Morten and Aitken the average for all
the Indians would be 1,376 cubic centimeters ; but some of the Redskin tribes
have skulls of surprising dimensiens. For the Ojibways and Potawatomees the
mean cranial capacity is stated by Morton to excecd 1,492 cubic centimeters. The



THE ABORIGINES, 27

average of seven adult male Chinook skulls preserved in the London College of
Surgeons is 1,589 cubic centimeters, a volume far superior to the average for the

Fig. 12.— Grour or Prxo INDIANS (Arizoxa).
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inhabitants of France and England. The cranium of a skeleton found in Tennessee
when measured gave the prodigious index number of 1,825 cubic centimeters.
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These skulls may doubtless possibly be exceptional, and the normal capacity
may on the whole be less amongst the indigenous populations of the United
States ; but the fact remains that the crania of some Indian tribes are of surprising
amplitude. But those of the civilised Mexicans and Peruvians are on the contrary
comparatively very small, 1,339 and 1,234 cubic centimeters respectively. Such
a contrast seemed at first contradictory, and it was asked how the savages of the
North American forests could be superior in ccrebral power to the relatively
civilised inhabitants of the elevated plateaux.

Yet if cranial capacities are really the normal index of greater intellectual
vigour, the North American savages, struggling so fiercely for their daily exis-
tence, must assuredly have a far mere intense mental energy, a far more active
initiative than the wretched Peruvian Quichuas, who have been habituated to
servitude at all epochs of their history.

Apart from the tribes debased by debauchery and drink, and these are
numerous enough on the plateaux of Utah and the Californian plains, most of the
Indians are of high stature, with strong muscular development. For 381 Iroquois
who joined the Federal Army during the Civil War, and who were no doubt
amongst the finest and strongest of their race, the average height was & fect
10 inches, which is about the same as that of the natives of Galloway in Scotland.

The few survivors of the Seminoles in the peninsula of Florida are also taller
than their white or black neighbours ; Sir Walter Raleigh speaks of the savages
whom he met in Virginia as ¢ gigantic monsters.”

But although very strong and active, the natives, even when equally vigorous,
have a less robust appearance than Europeans. The difference is attributed to
their less prominent muscular system. Their lank hair, round and sometimes
hanging checks and flowing costume give a feminine appearance to many warriors,
who nevertheless have nothing feminine in their character. . .

At present the native costume, cxe2pt on gala days, is little more than a make-
up of second-hand clothes. Tormerly it varied with the district and manner of
life. Hunters were fond of arraying themselves in skins of animals; they wore
robes of elk or bison skins, and decked themselves with eagles’ feathers, fox-tails.
or the quills of porcupines. The agricultural peoples combined woven fabries with
the spoils of animals, or else dressed in materials made of bark or root-fibres.
Thus the Seminoles of I'lorida wear a cotton blouse girdled round at the waist;
they also tie a eravat round their neck, and envelop their head in a kind of turban
composed of woollen scarfs. :

The different cut, designs and ornamentation helped to distinguish the various
populations, At the sight of a warrior his nation was at once recognised, and the
initiated could tell from some apparently insignificant detail whether he came to
trade, announce peace or proclaim war. The colours with which the men painted
their face had a well-understood meaning, whence the expression « war-paint ;"
and the typical colours changed with the various regions, and according to the
circumstances of feasts, mournings and the like. Tattooing had also its signifi-
cance, especially when it represented the animals or other objects symbolising the
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rattle of scorn and pride. But such atrocious scenes of torture have long passed
away. In the intertribal feuds the Indian’s only ambition is to scalp the enemy
living or dead, and adorn his tent with the ‘“hair of the vanquished.”

The vastness of the spaces to be traversed compelled the natives to live in small
groups. Their political world, limited to the cirele of their nearest kindred, was
necessarily very narrow. But all the closer was the union between the members
of the clan and allied tribes. From childhood upwards they had learnt that their
life belonged to their kinsfolk, and they fearlessly sacrificed it when required by
the collective honour.

In such a narrow political system, where existence and the common weal
depended on the devotion of all to the publie interests, therc eould be no supreme
autocratic rule, such as was developed amongst the agricultural peoples, tied to the
soil. The word “king” is untranslatable in any Indian tongue, for the very
idea answering to the term is abselutely unknown to the Redskins. The * chief ”
is merely  the first among his peers,” the companion on whom, in case of danger,
they most reckon, either for his persenal merits or for the magic virtues attached
to his name or family.

But on the other hand the feeling of exclusive patriotism in respeet of the
clan to which they belong prevents them from understanding the idea of * repub-
lic” any more than that of “ kingdom.” They hold by the nobility of their name
and kindred as much as any lord of England or Spanish grandee. The pride of
clanship, the possession of a badge or otem, the glory of belenging to a renowned
tribe, inspire the Indian with a supreme contempt for all those who are not of
his blood. The “ Beaver’’ looks with contempt on the ¢ Deer,” the *‘ Deer”
speaks with disgust of the “ Fox.” The symbol chosen by each group is at once
a sign of union for the associated, and of hatred towards all others.

Nevertheless, the isolation of families united under the same otem does not con-
tribute to maiutain the purity of the race. On thecontrary, the associated mem-
bers, being regarded as brothers and sisters, cannot intermarry. In most of the
tribes such a union would be regarded as inecestuous. Henee the young warrior
has to seck his bride outside the clan, even though it be in some tribe of different
speech and origin. On the other hand, when the group is redueed in numerical
importance by epidemics, famine or war, it may be reconstituted by the admittance
of adopted children, nay, even of prisoners of war. The new arrivals eherish the
same love, the same devotion, for the tribe as do its own kith and kin.

The tribes, demoralised and humiliated by defeat, flight and successive dis-
placements, as well as by the degradation caused by gambling, drink and mendicity,
have grown somewhat heedless of their future. But at a period when they were
still animated by a proud and hopeful spirit, one of the chief cares of the commu-
nity was the education of the children. This education was at the same time an
easy task thanks to their simple lives passed mainly in the open air. Adepts in
taming wild animals, with whose ways and wants they are familiar, they show
no less skill in training the young, who have one day to take their place as props
and defenders of the tribe.
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The child, which is weaned after a period of a twelvemonth, is allowed, when
strong enough, to run about with the others outside the village. Soon he is pro-
vided with his bow and arrow, practises at the target, leaps and jumps about, tries
to run down the animals, and learns their habits by imitating them. He glides
along like the weasel, runs like the wolf, erects himself like the bear; a hunter
by nature, he already joins in little expeditions with his playmates.

But however skilful, vigorous and brave he may become, he well knows that
he cannot enter man’s estate, take part in the assemblies, or claim the name of
warrior, until he has given proof of the power of endurance that is in him. Hence
he is the first to demand the ordeal which will entitle him to rank with men,
and this ordeal is terrible. The parents are fully aware of its nature, but more
even than the other Indians they are anxious that their son, a child of the tribe,
should enter with honour on his new life of a warrior. There is no kind of tor-
ture, varying aceording to traditional and local usage, to which the candidates
for the test of manhood have not been subjeeted. Long fastings, exposure of the
naked body to stinging insects, to intense cold and the scorching rays of the sun,
gashings and deep wounds, straining of the limbs with weights and the forceps,
suspension by the hair of the head or by the skin, lastly, insults and outrages—such
are the sufferings inflicted on the candidates during those days of probation, during
which they will dream the “ dream of life,” and often allow themselves to be done
to death rather than ery out for merey.

But however great their strength of soul in the face of dangers and sufferings,
the Indians none the less remain children in many respects. Thus the young
man at times gives way to all the exultation of his joy in mere existence, to all
the blandishments natural to his age. Warriors disfigured by small-pox have
been known to commit suicide to escape the shame of their marred beauty.

The native genius is remarkably inventive in discovering new and striking
ornaments for their costume and headdress. The variety of colours used in
painting the faee is endless ; at times the paintings present startling contrasts on
both sides of the countenance : one eye scems extinguished, while the other is all
aglow ; one eheek beams like the sun, the other, all black, merges in the hair.
Often the paintings are changed so as to imitate the successive phases of the
moon. Usually the first coat is a vermilion red, the colour of joy and strength,
which symbolises the race, and on this ground they apply the other ecolours, all
the various shades of yellow and blue, in spots, stars, crosses, and bars. More-
over, every fresh event involves a change of style, more bright or sombre according
to eircumstances.

The men undertake the dangerous duties required by the common interests—
the chase and war. They have also reserved to themselves the funetions of the
general assemblies.  Hence they are taught to speak and express themselves
with a poetic eloquence, some examples of which, recorded by the early historians,
reach the standard of perfect beauty. T'he men may also devote their time
to decorating their arms, painting or embroidering their garments.

But on the woman falls all the heavy work, as well as the household duties.
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She tills the lund, sows the eorn, and reaps the crop ; she receives the produce of
the chase, and turns it all to account, the flesh for food, the sinews and tendons
in the preparation of the implements of the chase, the bones for diverse domestie
purposes, the skius for the costume, the ¢ leather stockings,” the mocassins.

The Indian takes pride in departing this life with dignity, not only when a
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violent death awaits him in presence of the enemy, but also when condemned by
age or ailiments to pass away ingloriously in the midst of his people. Like the
wounded animal he seeks some dark recess to sleep in peace. In many tribes, as,
for instance, amongst the Dakotas, where, owing to the severe climate and lack of
game, the strugglo for existence was exceptionally hard, the aged were the first to
ask for death. In sueh cases it was tnought filial piety for their own children
to dispatch them from ;this_vale of tears to.the spirit world, where suffering is
69
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unknown. Ior people who believed in an after life, such an act was regarded as
a supreme proof of affection. 2

Amongst the Indians, as amongst most peoples in their childhood, the funerul
rites were associated with banquets for the dead, who received provisions and
arms for their long journey. The Snake Indians even killed the chief’s favourite
horse, and the wife herself, so that he might not have to travel alone to the spirit
land. The Ojibway mother, when one of her infants dies, immediately prepares
a doll, which she dresses in the child’s clothes, and adorns with its hair inter-
twined with ribbons. This curious effigy, which she calls her ¢ grief,” and
which reminds her of her lost one, she places in the cradle, sprinkles with a few
drops of her milk, carries about in her arms, entrusts to the other children to
take it for a walk. Itis thus kept for months, even for a year, until the departed
darling is supposed to be big enough to find its way alone to the after-world.

But death is the great mystery. Despite their belief in immortality, the sur-
vivors have none the less the instinct of life, and when illness strikes down a
young or still vigorous man, they struggle energetically against the malady, and
strive to scarc the evil spirit returning from the other world in search of com-
panions. The wizards assemble to beat the drum and raise shouts to drive
away the ghost. But if their efforts fail, and the spirit receives the last breath
of the sick one whom hc came to carry off, the body is immediately carried away,
not through the door, but through a hole made in the side of the wigwam. Then
the hearth fire is quenched, the hut demolished, and the spot beaten smooth in
order to efface all traces of the old dwelling. In the new home the fire is kindled
with a fresh spark taken from the brasier of a family in good health, and from
all quarters people ghther to console the living and with their songs and discourse
dispel the dread thought of death.

The memory of their forefathers is intimately associated with the religious
ideas of the aborigines. It seems natural emough that they should turn to
their predecessors to learn from them the mysteries of the unknown world. The
idea of cxtinction not being grasped, the present life was supposed to be continued
beyond the grave. DBut the sentiments of hatred or fear, of admiration or affec-
tion were consequently also supposed to be perpetuated amongst the departed, and
thus the dead became transformed to good or evil spirits, to protectors or wicked
demons. At times they became the otems of the tribe, and so the two worlds, the
natural and the preternatural, were incessantly intermingled.

Nevertheless, this unknown bourne, to which tho imagination of the Red-
skins gave “a local habitation and a name,” formed but a small part of the
general mystery surrounding them. Attempts had also to be made to explain the
natural phenomena, and in their primary state of ignorance this could be done
only by means of legends. Everything assumed life in their eyes, either to
favour or thwart them. Every living being, every strange object, every unin-
telligible manifestation of nature was for them, as it is for all primitive peoples,
a spirit, a “ medicine,” that is to say, a force always at work for good or evil.

A living man, no less than the dead, might become for the Indian an object
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of superstitious worship. Ho vencrated the meda, or magician, who pretended to
understand the scerets of nature. Ile venerated the brave also, who feared no
death, and this very sentiment explains the aets of religious cannibalism described
by the early travellers. Even quite recently tho renowned Dakota chief, Sitting
Bull, opened the breasts of Federal officers who had fallen heroically in battle,
aud ate their hearts in order to nourish his valour with that of the enemy.
Moreover, each tribe had a special regard for the animal which served as its
otem, and of which it called itself daughter. The mysterious snake also, which
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glides through the grass and disappears in the ground, is one of the beings
whose nawme is most frequently heard in song and legend. The nutritive plants
are similarly venerated, and the spirits of eorn, beans, peas and the pumpkin are
solemnly invoked. The fire, which cooks the viands and which warms the sick
aud the cold, likewise reccives its offerings; the hunter throws to the plains n

little of the fat, a fembyn%f?@ Lt’}lmuml/ﬁs% gxggip{,u{%d prey. Even the
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very instruments and weapons that have long been in use are supposed to have a
sort of life, and become domestie genii.

But the grand ceremonies are celebrated especially in honour of the natural
phenomena, the rainbow, the storm, the clouds, the light of the heavenly orbs.
Tho vanished Natchez nation was one of those that associated the events of their
daily life with the orderly path of the sun. The whole routine of their existence
was a continued worship of the fire. Every morning the high priest hailed the
rising sun in the name of his people, offering it his ealumet, and with his finger
indicating the track which he expeeted to see it follow across the firmament.

The ehief feasts of the Pueblos and other New Mexican and Arizona Indians
are also made in honour of the sun, which from the Flat-lleads even received san-
guinary offerings. The bravest woman of the tribe presented him with a piece
of her flesh eut from her breast, and this had also to be done by the son of the
chief. The dances, religious aets in a pre-eminent sense, have for the most part
an astronomic charaeter, and solar worship also appears in the paintings with
which the Indian artists embellish their festive robes, their tent skins, the bark
of trees, and the surface of the rocks. The sacred calumet, painted blue, which
was decked with many-coloured feathers, and which was held up between com-
batauts to stop hostilities, appeared in the eyes of all an image of the blue sky
and sun. Presented to the four quarters of the heavens, it traced on the ground
the figure of a large cross, rendering it propitious to human enterprises.

All these genii, all these forces of the earth and of the firnament, culminated
in one supreme and mysterious spirit. The term Manitou (Mun‘ito), usually
supposed to mean “ Great Spirit,” would have been much mere ecorrectly inter-
preted in the sense of the ‘“Unknewn.” The first Catholic and Protestant
missionaries, who visited the Algonquian tribes on the shores of the Great Lakes,
or in the forests of New England, studied these newly-discovered peoples from the
standpoint of their own preconeeived ideas. Some songht in the religion of the
aborigines traces of Judaism, or even of sowe ancient Christian revelation, others
recognised in it nothing but the work of the devil, and prematurely stigmatised
the words and aets of the natives as blaspbemy and profanation.

Yet the Indians in no respect yiclded to the Puritans in their serious view of
life and respect for the supernatural. Veneration is one of the distinetive traits
of the Redskins, none of whose languages possess irreverent terms offensive to
their Manitous ; when they want to swear, they have to borrow the abusive
expressions from English or French.

Trines AND NaTions—THE ArcoNqQuiax FamiLy.¥

As in the St. Lawrence basin, the tribal family most numerously represented
in the territery cast of the Mississippi was that te whieh the Freneh have given

the name of Algonquins. The Lenni.Lenipé, that is, *“Original Men,” who

* Tho endicg -an is here adopted with J. W. Powell (Linguistic Stocks of American Indians North
of Mexico, 1891) in the widest collective scnse, to indicate the whole fawmily or group, that is, all 1he
tribes speaking dialects of a eommon stock lunguage. Thus Iroguois comprises only the «Six Nations,’’
but Iroguoian comprises the Hurons and the Cherokees as well, and all the other tribes speaking idinms
derived from the common Ircquoian stcck language.
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were the nation in a pre-eminent sense of this Algonquian family, dwelt on the
banks of the Delaware and Schuylkill in the present states of Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey. A very large number of clans, all calling themselves
“children”’ or “nephews ” of the Lenni-Leudpé, were scattered round the chief
tribe ; they were met in the whole region stretching from the Labrador plateaux
southwards to the northern estnaries of Georgia, and from the shores of Chesa-
peake Bay westwards to the Athabaska, a space altogether of about 1,500,000
square miles. This vast territory, however, was shared by them with the Iroquois
aud some other peoples of different ethnical families,

In the north-east the region of the fjords was oceupied by the Mic-Macs
and Etchemins jointly with the Abenaki, or “People of the Dawn.” The
Massachusetts, the Narragansetts, Pequods, Mohicans, Manhattuns, and other
clans, whose names still survive as the designation of states, districts, towns or
islands, in New England and New York, were dominant in this part of the
coastlands and on the bunks of the Hudson.

South of the Lenni-Lenapé dwelt the Powhattans, the Accomacs and Pamlicos,
while in the Alleghanies the bunting-grounds from South Carolina to Kentucky
were roamed cspecially by the Shawnees, or “ Men of the South.” South of
the Great Lakes the Ot.tawas, Miamis and Potawatomees, the Illinois with
their Kuskaskia, Cuhokia and Peoria sub-tribes, the Saulteux or Ojibways of
Lake Superior, the Menomonees of Green Bay (Lake Michigan), the Mascoutins,
or “ Prairie Men,” of the Mississippi valley, the Kickapoos, Sacs (Sauks), and
Foxes of Wisconsin and the trans-Mississippi region, the Cheyennes, and the
Blackfeet, were all alike Algonquians.

The Lenipé language, a typicul member of the Algonguian fumily, is one
of those which are usually referred to as an example of the American polysyn-
thetic idioms, in which the words of the sentence tend to merge in a single
polysyllable of great length, each syllable often representing a distinet word
more or less medified or reduced by contractien, and acquiring its definite mean-
ing from its position relative to the other syllables.  Most of the Indian
expressions that have passed over to the European languages procced from
one or other of the numerous Algonquian dialects ;' such are the terms, “ Maniton”
(Manito, Manitto), spirit, great spirit, the unknown forces of nature; “saga-
more’’ and ““ sachem” (sakima), applied to chiefs or headinen.

Tue Iroquoiax or WyaxvorriaNn Faminy.

The great Iroquoian or Wyandottian family, represented in Canada by the
Hurons and Troquois, had also a wide domain seuth of the Great Lakes. Some of
the Hurons, driven by people of the same stock from the inter-lacustrine region
that has new become the Canadian province of Ontario, had escaped beyond Lake
Superior, and formed camping-grounds in the woods and prairies which were
also frequented by the Ojibways. Others had penetrated southwards in the
direction of the waterparting between the basins of the Great Lakes and Ohio
River. Thus from the sligres of Lako Firie to those of (the Mississippi were
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scattered numerous groups of Hurons; known, however, by the most varied
designations. Some of the same race were even found, possibly from a remote
period, on the Virginian coastlands and in North Carolina and Tennessce. Such
were the Chowans, the Nottoways, the Cherokees, and perhaps the far-famed
Tuscaroras, who later retraced their steps northwards and joined the Troquois league.

These Iroquois, who pl;iyed a conspicuous part in the modern history of
North America, were the undisputed masters of the territory comprised between
the Green Mountains, Lake Erie and the region about the hcadwaters of the
Ohio, Delaware and Susquehanna rivers. Morcover, the terror inspired by their
name caused them to be dreaded far beyond the limits of their national hunting-
grounds. Numerous tribes of their own and of other races obeyed their orders;
they overruled the tribes of New England, and when William Penn penctrated

Tig. 16, — FrovtiEr oF THE IRoquois NaTioN A¥TER THE CESSION OF CaNapa T0 ENGLAND.
Seale 1 : 14,000,000.

310 Miles.

into the domain of the Algonquian Delawares (Lenni-Len&pé), he found that
these had already given up all right to resist the exactions of the Iroquois.

The Troquois were dreaded also by the whites, and with good reason. Occupy-
ing the intermediite space between the regions colonised by the I'rench and
English, these Indians held the balance between the domains of the two rival
nations, and possibly the English may have, in some measure at least, been
indebted for their final triumph to the advantage of having the Iroquois on
their side. This powerful federation, treated on a footing of equality with
Great Britain, exacted a scrupulous respect for their frontiers, which in this direc-
tion coincided with the watershed of the Susquehanna and the course of the
Ohio from near its source to the Mississippi confluence.

The military strength of the Troguois was derived especially from their con-
stitution, a league of “nations,”” enjoying self-government in all special
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administrative matters, but closely united in the struggle against the common
enemy. The Americans have been inclined to recognise in this league the
model which in their own constitution gives equal rights to each eitizen and
to each state as collective individualities. The original “five nations,” whose
descendants still exist, dwelling in the same country as their forefithers, were
the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas and Senecas, who in 1714 were
joined by a sixth nation, that of the Tuscaroras from the south. Hence the
conquering league of the Iroquois is known in history as that both of the “ Five ”
and “Six ” Nations. Among the natives themselves the general designaticn of
the league was Hodenosaunee, or *“ People of the Long Cabin,” in allusion to their
common life in a great confederacy.

The Cherokees, or ‘Beloved People,” constituted another ethnical group
of the Iroquoian family. They were a highland people, living in hundreds of
separate communities in the upper Appalachian valleys, both on the eastern and
western slopes of the range, as well as on the plains of the Teunessee River as far
as the Muscle Shoal rapids, Alabama.

Occupying one of the most delightful regions in North America, where every
district has its diversified woodlands, its hills and rocks, its fertile valleys and
running waters, the Cherokees were one of the most sedentary of all the aboriginal
populations. They had their permanent cabins and encampments, and when they
were eompellcd to forsuke their ancestral homes, and remove to reserves beyond
the Mississippi, they cheerfully resigned themselves to the inevitable, and in their
new territory maintained the advantage that a long inheritance of civilisation had
given them over the other Indian peoples. Even now they are still regarded as
the foremost of the cultured nations amongst the deseendants of the aborigines.

Tue Musknogeax axp Narcnesax Faminies,

Nearly the whole of the region cast of the Mississippi not occupied by the
Algonquian and Iroquoian families belonged to varions branches of the Muskhogean
(Muskogean) family. The Mobiles, who have left their name to the bay adjoining
the Mississippi delta; the Alibamons, whose name survives in that of the great
river Alabama ; the Chickasaws, who dwelt chiefly in the pleasantly-undulating
plains of the upper Tombigbee, but who also held eamping-grounds on the heights
facing the Miseissippi; the Creeks, or Muskogees, people who inhabited the low-
lying plains of the Atlantie seaboard from the Algonquin frontier at Cape Fear
as far as the neck of the peninsula of Florida; the Yamassees, or Savannahs, whaose
original domain is recalled by the name of a river and a large city; and lastly,
between the Alabama and the Mississippi, the Choetaws (Chaeta), who became
famous for their relations with the I'rench settlers in Louisiana —were all members
of the great Muskhogean linguistic family.

Agriculturists, like the Cherokees, and occupied scarcely at all with hunting,
the Muskhogees had even approached nearer to a state of civilisation analogous to
that of medern societies. In many parts of their domain they had formed large
village communities, and in field operations the women were nssisted by the men.
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The Natchez (Nukehé), who were conterminous with the Choctaws and, like
them, occupicd the eastern banks of the Mississippi, formed a separate nation,
distinet in speech, although closely resembling the Alibamons in their mode

Fig. 17.—ABorioNss Easr or te Mrssissreer IN THE 16T CENTURY.
Scale 1 : 23,000,000,

-.._///\\\\\\\\\\

ML/ KONNINNNNN N NN NN NN
eI Wi oty N NS NN Y
p NS> \\\}:\\\\\\ g

NANINNNANNN
SNN AN N NNN S
\[f{g\ NNNNYN

2R3
4“‘

/////.//
o srrr7777,

8
¥

77777727

N
7 7
‘//
v 7/

30

West of Greenwich Vi)
Indians east of the Mississippi.

90°

‘\\\]

Yrypar (Hurox-IroQuorav).

ALGGNQUIANS.

APPALACHIANS.

(e) Narrsgansetts.

(b) I’equods. {¢) Mohicans.

{¢) Lenni-Lendpés.

Indians west of the Mississippi.

D
E«\’\\\“‘j

Trxax TRIBRS,
1,250 Miles.

Siwovaxs.

of life. Excellent husbandmen, they were also acquainted with a large number
of alimentary plants, from which they understood the art of preparing savoury
dishes highly appreciated by all their neighbours. The Natchez were perhaps
the most eivilised nation of the slope faeing the Gulf of Mexico. But their very
culture, by giving them leisure and even wealth, had fueilitated the development
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of aristocratic classes, which lived at the expense of the common people con-
temptuously designated “Stinkards,” the “ Puants’’ of French writers.

. The Natchez chiefs were “ Sun Kings”’ like Louis X1V, and when they died
numerous attendants had to follow them to the grave. The wife of the departed
Sun was also strangled, ou which account the aristocracy had framed a law
interdicting marriage between women of their class and the chiefs.

Some other tribes east of the Mississippi, less famous thun the Natchez, appear,
like them, to have been linguisticully distinct from the dominant Algonquiau,
Wyandottian, and ~Muskbbgeun groups. Such were Timuouanan, or the Seminoles,
or “ Wild People,” who had given up agriculture for the chase and taken refuge
in the lacustrine archipelagees in the interior of Florida; and the Catawbas and
Uchees, of the Atlantic slope, both isolated amid populatious of different speech.
The Uchees, who are quite extinet, are suppesed by some ethuologists to have been
an outlying branch of the Athabascan family, corresponding on the Atlantic side to
the Apaches of the Far West. In Powell’s scheme both Uchean and Natchesan
are elassed as stock languages without any sub-groups.

Tue Dakorax or Siovan FaumiLy.

Till recently the most powerful Indians west of the Mississippi were the
Dakotas, who have given their name to two of the states of the North American
republic. They are the Naudouisses or Naudouissioux, the “ Coupeurs de Gorge”
(“Cutthroats” ) of the early French voyageurs. But the inconveniently long
word, Naudouissiour has survived only in its last part, Sioux, which has become
practically synonymous with Dukota, as an alternative collective designation of
nearly all the Redskins in the northern section of the United States between
the Mississippi, the Missouri and the Rocky Mountains.

The missionary, Charles Raymbault, was the first to speak of the Sioux in
1642, but none of the Canadian traders and trappers (“ coureurs de bois ”’) resided
amongst them before the year 1659. Since that time their tribes had been
frequently displaced, even before the later rush of settlers had erowded them out
in the direetion of the Rockies and the northern frontier. The bulk of the
nation has received the name of the ¢ Seven Councils,”’ or rather “ Seven Great
Council-fires,” but the tribes originally associated under this common designa-
tion were afterwards joined in various ways by other peoples of the same race.
Amongst them were the Winnebagoes, or ¢ Lake People,” who lived noar the
lake of that name, which represents a former southern extension of Green Bay
on the west side of Lake Michigan. The Winnebagoes, who had long held aloof,
were later removed to Nebraska beyond the Missouri.

Another important branch of the Dakotas, who since the arrival of the
Luropeans in North Ameriea appear to have always inhabited the plains beyond
the Mississippi, is the Omaha or Thegiha nation, whose social constitution,
thoroughly studied by Dorsey,* is regarded as the type of the Indian tribe.

The Hidatsas, Minetarees, or Gros-Ventres (“ Paunches””), of the upper Missouri,

* J. Owen Dorsey, Omaha Sociology.
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the Upsarokas, or * Crows,” of the footlills of the Rocky Mountains, who main-
tained an almost constant warfare with the kindred Assiniboines of the Canadian
frontier, the Osages of the lower Missouri, the Jowas, Otoes and Missouris, the
Kansas and Arkunsas, whosc names are applied both to the states and to the
rivers traversing their domain, are also members of the Dakotan family.

Another branch of the same stock are the Mandans, the ‘“Mentons’ of the
early French voyageurs, who call themselves Namakaki, that is, “Men.”
Although reduced to a few familics by an outbreak of smallpox in 1837, the
Mandans were formerly a powerful nation, and one of the most éivilised groups of
aborigines, with large villages surrounding the “medicine lodge,” and carefully
cultivated fields stretching to great distances along the watercourses.

Other tribes, such as the Pawnees (Pani, or *“ Wolves ), the Arrapahoes, and
Ricarces of the western prairies, formerly much dreaded owing to their pre-
datory habits, have by different writers been variously grouped with the Dakotas,
Shoshones and Athapascans, Regarded as low-caste marauders by all the noble
tribes of the West, the Pawnees were the only people the Canadian traders thought
it possible to reduce to a state of slavery. No other nation would have endured it.

<

Aruapascan axp CorumstaNn Groups.

The Athapascan tribes, as indicated by their name, occupy the northern wilds
of the Athabascan basin; but they have also some representatives south of the
Canadian frontier. Nearly all, having been first visited by the Canadian traders,
have preserved their French names ; such are the Tétes-Plates, now better known
as Flat-Heads, the Pend Oreilles, the Nez-Percés, and the Ceeurs d’Aléne.
This group of Athapascan tribes is usually known by the collective names of
Salish ; it comprises most of the natives dwelling south of British Columbia,
between the Cascade range and the main chain of the Rockies in the part of
the Columbia basin lying to the north of the Dalles. The term Flat-Heads, attri-
buted to the chief tribe, is also upplied, even in a higher degree, to all the other
members of the family, and notubly to the Chinooks. ¥ew other American
aborigines are so addicted to the practice of manipulating the skull and introducing
ornaments into the nostrils, ears, and lips.

Down to the middle of the present century numerous tribes of diverse speech
were crowded together in the narrow zone of the coastlands along the slope of the
Cascade Mountains north and south of the Columbia River. This region of deep
gorges, similar to many others in the Old World, might be compared to a sort of
trap, where casy access was afforded to the Columbia valley, but whence it was
difficult to get back. Nowhere else in America is there found such a chaos of
distinct tribes unrelated to cach other.

Amongst these groups of distinet speech some are Tinneh or Athapaseans,
some are allied to the Columbiuns of Vancouver Island, and to others who are
supposed to belong to the same stock as the Shoshones. The Nisqually, who dwell
on the shores of Puget Sound, are akin to the Vancouver Nootkas, and, like them,
live on a fish diet. To the same cthnical division belong the Clallams of Cape
Flattery and the Kliketats of the Olympia district.
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The Klamaths, who are also a riverine people, and who formerly oceupied the
fluvial valley of their name, south of the Columbia, form a perfeetly distinet
ethnical group, which long econtinued in a state of hostilities against the whites.
Ilence the name of “ Rogues” applied to them by the first Anglo-Ameriean settlers
in California. Like the Hoopas, the Shastas and the Modoes, they are of Atha-
pasean stoek.

The Chinooks, who practise eranial deformation like their Flat-ITead neigh-
bours, inhabit the hilly distriets of the lower Columbia. They appear to be a very
mixed people, probably the result of their constant journeys as earriers and pack-
men. Besides their native language, they used a trade jargon of a few hundred
words, amongst which are several of French and English origin.  This lingua-franca
has since been greatly developed, and is now the chief medium of intercourse
between the whites and the aborigines throughout the whole region of the coast-
lunds from Alaska to the old Spanish missions of South California.

Tur SuosHoNEAN AND Cappoax Faminies.

To the Shoshonean family belong most of the tribes in the Great Basin and
neighbouring mountains. When the Europeans first arrived, the eastern groups
ocenpied the Missouri basin in the present Dakota domain; but with the
general displacement of the aboriginal populations they were gradually pressed
westward to and beyond the main rauge of the Roeky Mountains. The Shoshones,
or “Snakes,” properly soc called, at present oecupy the elevated plains, limited on
the north by the Snake River, to whieh they have given their name.

Like their western neighbours, the Wihinashts, who dwell amongst the Sicrra
Nevada uplands, the Shoshones eke out a sorry existence on their arid lands,
where they are often reduced to great distress, and even absolute starvation. To
the Shoshonean ethnieal division belong most of those degraded and alinost black
natives of the Californiun plains who are subjeet to rickets, and who are col-
leetively known as ¢ Diggers,” from their habit of grubbing in the ground
either in scarch of roots, or to make themselves dens. DBut all the Indian races
are represented amongst these wretched famine-stricken fugitives. ILike the
Shoshones, the Diggers make baskets so elosely wickered as to hold water. In
these baskets they even boil the water by means of red-hot stones.

Members of the Snake family are also the Utahs (Yutes, Utes), from whom
one of the territories of the republic takes its name. These aboriginues of the
Wahsateh Mountains have no elaim to the grave demeanour said to be the chief
characteristie of their race; on the contrary, they have for the most part an
excessively mobile physiognomy, and speak with great volubility. Their language,
like all the other Shoshonean idioms, shows eertain phonetic affinities to the
Aztee-Sonora group of Mexieo, and is one of the most harmonious of Indian
tongues ; but it is already greatly corrupted, and includes many Iinglish and
Spanish terms. Xven with the Navajo tribes on their southern frontier they are
unable to converse exeept through the medium of a more or less correct Spanish.

The Utahs are amongst the most talented artists of all the aboriginal tribes
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In almost every lodge are seen representations of men, animals, tents and diverse
objects intended to commemorate battles or other important events.

The Pah-Utahs (Piutes, Pah-Utes), who dwell farther south on the plateaux
and in the river gorges tributary to the Colorado, belong to the same group as the
Utahs. But in the more arid districts they are reduced to the same miscrable
condition as the Diggers, with whom the more prosperous Indians ussociate them
in a common feeling of contempt.

Some of the Comanches, or Nayuni, that is, ¢ Neighbours,”” are conterminous
with the Utahs on the east side towards the sources of the Colorado. But the bulk
of their nation live farther south along the middle course of the Rio Grande del
Norte and in the Pecos valley. The Comanches are akin to the Shoshones, and,
like them, speak a language perhaps remotely related to the Aztec-Sonora group.
But they are a very mixed people, for the Comanches, like the Apaches, were in
the hahit of organising warlike and plundering expeditions for the purpose of
sweeping from the surrounding plains women aud children, that is to say, wives
and future companions in arms. Hence amongst them are met many persons
who cannot be distinguished from the Crows, Pawnees, Navajos or Ricarees.

Eastwards the Comanches bordered on numerous Texan peoples, whe were
visited by Cubega de Vaca, Cavelier de la Salle and other explorers, but who have
now disappeared. The Caddoes, who dwelt along the middle course of the Red
River, had trading relations on one side with the Comanches, on the other with
the Natchitoches, the Nacogdoches, the Attakapas or ¢ Man-Eaters,” the Chiti-
machas of the Téche bayou, the Taensas of the Mississippi, and the Natchez east
of that river. The Caddo language served as the medium of intercourse for all
these peoples, as the Chinook jargou does for those of the Pacific seaboard.

Tur Moqui; YuMaN axp Piman FaMinies.®

The Moquis of the lower Colorado, who already show Mexican influences, and
wear the Mexican poncho, resemble the aboriginal populations of Anahuac in
their traditions and mode of life. Their western and south-western neighbours,
the Mojaves (Mohaves) of the lower Colorado, form another distinet ethnical
division, which also comprises the Yumas aud Cocopas of the Colorado estuary,
the Dieguefios of the San Diego district, California, the Yaquis of Sonora, the
Maricopas of the Gila Rivér, and the Hualapais of north-western Arizona.

These various kindred peoples are for the most part of middlesize but well-pro-
portioned and muscular ; they live in little houses of beehive form, wooden frames
covered with earth and with only one opening. They cultivate the alluvial tracts
left dry by the subsidence of the Colorado flood-waters, raising erops of wheat,
maize, haricot beans, melons and pumpkins.

Till recently the Mojaves covered the surrounding rocks with inseriptions,
and M. Pinart thinks he may state positively that they perfectly understood the
meaning of these hieroglyphics ; they even still employ them, but are careful
not to interpret them to the whites.

Other froutier peoples, notably the Pimos, or Pima, greatly resemble the
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Mojaves in appearance, although their language is fundamentally different.
They belong to the division represented in Mexico by the Opata nation. Of
short stature and for the most part well-shaped, they have a prominent brow,
narrow nose, mild expressien, soft flesh and fair complexion. From time imme-
morial possess'ing a considerable degree of ecivilisation, the Pimas cultivate the
land with intelligence, and construet their irrigation canals with great care.
The hydraulic works carried out by their aucestors might serve as models for the

Fig 18, Yuma Ixprax.
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Americans themselves. Drains and trenches, now almost obliterated, may still be
traced, winding for a distance of twelve miles ronnd the foot of the hills,

But the Pimas are on the decline, and are well aware of the fact. According
to a national tradition, they were driven from their old homes by a ferocious tribe,
probably the Apaches, and after seeking refuge in the mountains, returned greatly
reduced in numbers, only to find their lands wasted and their buildings destroyed.
The ruins of struetures still seen on the hillside, the se-called easas grandes (‘“ great
houses ”*) described by archacologists, would appear to have been the habitations of
their forefathers. Tt is in their territory, on a hill commanding the Gila valley to
the north-west of Tucsen, that is found the Casa Grande of Montezuma, mentioned
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by the Jesuit missionary, Kino, at the end of the seventeenth century. OF this
odifice nothing now remains except seme walls built of sun-dried bricks.

Tue PuesLos Ixpiaxs axp CLirr-DwELLERs.

Of all the aboriginal natives none have in recent times been tore earefully
studied than the Pueblos of New Mexico, so named from the nineteen pueblos
(““ villages ”) inhabited by them. The interest of archeologists and ethmologists
has been awakened by the form and maguitude of their dwellings, the antiqui-
ties discovered in the country, the Montezuma legend, the memory of the expedi-
tions formerly made in quest of the “ Seven Cities of Cibola,” the social condition
and religious praetices of these native communities.

A rich literature has already been devoted to the now impoverished Pueblos,
who are supposed by many to form an ethnieul transition between the northern
mound-builders and the Aztecs of Mexico. They dwell for the most part at a short
distanee from the banks of the Rio Grande ; the Zuiii, however, one of their best-
known tribes, are scttled far from that river near the sources of the Gila, while
the Moqui, who are also reckoned amongst the Pueblos, live near the Colorado
in north-cast Arizona. ¢

In the Pueblos country were discovered in the middle of the present century *
those astonishing habitations of the so-called “Cliff-Dwellers,” who perched on the
top of steep cliffs, or else oceupied natural or artificial caves excavated half-way
up the side of these cliffs. The apparently inaecessible heighfs were sealed by
meaus of long poles with lateral teeth disposed like the rungs of a ladder, und
inserted at intervals in notches let into the face of the perpendicular rock.

The most curious of these dwellings, compared to which the most rugged
Alpine crags are of casy access, have ceased to be occupied ; but the Moqui still
possess villages built on sandstone mesas or “tables,” standing isolated in the
midst of a sandy ocean almost destitute of vegetation.

The Moqui have never had anything to fear from the surrounding Apache
or Navajo marauders: their eyries could be reached only by a single dangerous
track casily defended. They stood in ull the greater need of such habitations
that they were forbidden by immemorial religious tradition to offer any physical
resistanee, or to shed human bleod under any pretext.

It is evident from the term Pueblos, applied by the Spaniards to the Indian
settlements on the Rio Grande, that at the time of the discovery these natives
no longer oceupied those elevated rocky strongholds, but already dwelt in vil-
lages on the plains resembling those still inhabited by the kindred peoples of
the Californian peninsula and north Mexican provineces. But their easas
grandes are also strongholds, for the outer vertieal or step walls present no
opening aud have to be mounted by means of ladders. When the top is thus
reached, the inmates descend on the inner side down to the roofs, platforms and
courtyards, grouped round and facing which are the cells of the elan, the whole
of which is thus accommodated under a single roof.

“ I H Simpeon, Report of the Secretary of Wur, 1850 ; Holmes, Jackson, Powell, Newberry,
Schwatka, Humy, &c.



THE PUEBLOS. . 47

Itis conjectured that the New Mexican Cliff-Dwellers were compelled by the
gradual diminution of moisture to descend from the rocky summits, and excavate the
artificial caves lower down. This hypothesis is rendered somewhat probable by
the so-called kd-kd, a sacred dance performed especially by the Zuiii, but only on
rare occasions, after prolonged droughts. The men alone are privileged to tuke
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part in this religious aet ; the women, however, being also represented by masked
youths arrayed in a long black wig.

The division of labour, which English political economists speak of as a dis-
covery of modern industry, prevailed from time out of mind amongst the Pueblos
Indians. Each tribe, although completely independent, is united with all the
others in a perfect bond of eommon interests. Thus the Jemez people furnished
the cercals, the Cochiti made the earthenware, others wove the textile fabries,
and the Moqui, the Rocts of these nations, ‘gpglposqcnl/thp,\y_i}:' and love songs.
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Tug SouTHERN ArTnarascaN FaMivLies.

In closc proximity to these peaceful communities, the most civilised in
America north of the Anahuac plateau, roamed the Apaches (Lipanes, Jicarillas,
Mescaleros and others), most ferocious of all the marauding tribes. These fierce
Apache rovers are an outlying branch of the Athapascan family, far removed from
their northern kindred, and driven by the altered conditions, especially the arid
character of their new domain, to support themselves at the expense of the
inhabitants of tho fertile neighbouring valleys. Their last retreat, before the
American Government had them interned, was the Metzatzal Sierra in the heart
of Arizona. Here in the upper Rio Tinto valley, carved into steep meuntain
gorges and encircled by rocky cavernous recesses, the indomitable warriors glided
from cave to cave beyond the reach of the Federal troops, whom they were
able to shoot down from their vantage ground.

The Navajos, also of Athapascan stock, but, according to the national
legend, sprung from a maize cob, occupy the plateaux between the Rio Grande
and the Colerado. But these have better than their Apache kindred adapted
themselves to the changed environment, living not on rapine but by labour and
industry. Already half civilised, they have been more successful even than their
Spanish neighbours in sheep-breeding. With the wool they have also learnt to
weave blankets, which for durability and imperviousness to moisture surpass all
similar products of the European looms.

ForeieN SeETTLERS— WHITES AND BLACKS.

. In European lands it would no longer be possible even approximately to deter-
mine the precise ethnical clements of tho various races that have gradually merged
in homogeneous peoples. Notonly are we ignorant of the proportions in which
these clements have been intermingled, but ethnologists arc &till discussing the
very identity of the populations bearing a common name in history.

But in the United States it is an casier task for families and communities to
trace back their lineage to white ancestors of European origin. Apart from a few
unimportant gaps, here we possess the records of colonisation for three hundred
years. But although all the ethnical elements merged in the American people
are known, it would be rash to assign to each its respective share in ferming the
mass of the nation, or attempt to determine the special features they have im-
pressed on its character.

In any case it would be a mistake to recognise none but English colonies in the
United States, colonies such as they were -constituted before the great flood of
modern immigration. The term * Anglo-Saxon,” often applied to the Union, if
taken in the strict ethnical sense, is all the less justified that Great Britain her-
self is far from being exclusively peopled by the descendants of the Angles and
Saxons. The early Britons and Welsh, the Gaels of Ircland and the Scotch
Iighlanders were admittedly Celts with possibly a substratum of Silurian, Iberian,
or other primitive non-Aryan peoples, and this already mixed Celtic race is
perhaps more numerously represented in the United States than the Teutonic
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element itself.  Of over 60,000,000 eitizens of the Union, Fleming calculates that
not more than 18,000,000 are English, or of English descent.*

But however this be, the North Americans, of sueh diverse European origin,
are a new people, modified at once by crossings and by a climate different from

that in which their forefathers were themselves developed. In the veins of the
white American flows DBritish (English, Seotch, and Welsh), Irish, French,
German, Spanish and Scandinavian blood—mingled, in some egses, with a slight
negro and Indian strain.

* John C. Fleming, North American Review, August, 1891,
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Ponce de Leon, Pamphilo de Narvaez, Hernando de Soto, and their compan-
ions, all Spaniards, were the first Enropeans who, after the discovery. stood on soil
embraced in the present United States, though only to perish or eseape at great

F1a. 21.—First Frexca axp Spaxisu CoroNiks 1N FLORIDA.
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risk. The immigrants, properly so ealled, who established themselves at the
earliest known date within the limits of the present Union were not Enelish but
French. ~Already in the year 1362 the Huguenot, Riband, sent by hCo]iﬂmy
fonnded a settlement on the south-cast coast of the territory still ealled=> b)z
him “Floride,” but renamed “Carolina™ after the English oecupation under
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Charles I1* The immigrants erected their first cabins on the islet of Charles-
fort, perhaps near Lemon Island, on the shores of one of the broad estuaries near
which was afterwards founded the city of Charleston. But, reduced by hardships
and fever, the twenty-six survivors, resolving to escape, took to the high sea in a
rudely-built bark, and after long exposure to the Atlantic billows were at last
rescued by an English vessel in European waters.

Two years afterwards Laudonniére, another of Coligny’s officers, ascended the
course of the Floridan river,
May, probably the one now
known as St. John, and then
erected the fortalice of Caroline
on a triangular island. But the
following year the Spaniards
hastened to repel this eneroach-
ment, made on what they re-
garded as their exclusive domain
by right of discovery. Arriving
with a whole flect and over 2,600
men, soldiers and erew, Men-
endez took up a strong position
at San Agustin on the coast;
then, having surprised the little
group of Huguenot settlers, he
butchered them all, “not as
Frenchmen but as heretics.”

Three years later Dominiquo
de Gourgues, a Gascon nobleman,
avenged these murders by seizing
with a small band the threo
Spanish forts lying nearest to
the site of the massacre, and
hanging the defenders, “ not as
Spaniards but as traitors, thieves
and murderers.”

The station of San Agustin, the present St. Augustine, still exists; and exeept
the towns that rose on the sites of aneient Indian villages, it is the oldest place
in the United States.

Fig. 22.—Tue Oup Csrueprar, St. Avevstive, FLoRIDA.

Tur MAKERs oF VIRGINIA,

In virtue of the right of possession based on the Cabots’ discovery of the
North American Atlantic seaboard, the English Government claimed all the eoast-
lands at present comprised within United States territory ; but for nearly a century
the elaim remained unsupported by any attempt to actually occupy and settlo the
land. Atlast, in 1584, Sir Walter Raleigh received in fief a great part of the coast

¢ Paul Gaffarel, Histoire de la Floride frangaise.
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region, to which the virgin queen, Elizabeth, gave the name of “ Virginia,” in
honour of herself, but his three successive essays of colonisation all ended in failure.

Thus at the beginning of the seventeenth century not a single Englishman
was resident on the North American continent, which is at present inhabited by
so many millions of their race. They effected no footing in the country till
the year 1607, that is to say, forty-five years after the landing of the ¥rench on
the shores of Carolina and Florida. About a hundred persous, led by Wing-
ficld, established themselves on the shores of a peninsula in the estuary of the
James River, Virginia, and here founded the settlement of Jamestown, which,
however, was too badly situated to prosper. Nothing now remains of this place
exeept the ruins of a church.

The first settlers had been labourers, artisans, and “ poor gentlemen,” without
any profession, and the recruits by whom the Virginian pioneers were joined during
the following years belonged to the same social classes. The immigrants were
so decimated by famine, sickness and war that, in 1619, twelve years after the
foundation of Jamestown, not more than 600 persons were found in the colony.

But after this period the population increased rapidly, thanks to the cultiva-
tion of tobacco, which had been introduced from the West Indies. Numbers of
respectable young women were sent to the colony from the English ports, and
were married to the planters, each plauter paying the charges for the trans-
portation of his bride with from 1,200 to 1,500 pounds of tobaecco. All the
colonists of both sexes were exclusively of English, Scotch, or Irish origin.

The landed proprietors soon cast about for hands as substitutes in the field
operations ; even before employing negroes imported from the West Indies, they
utilised white servile labour for the purpose. These ¢ indented servants” were
temporary slaves, who were purchased like pack animals. Agents were commis-
sioned to buy up this human cattle in all the English ports, and to consign them
at so much a head ; at times they completed their cargoes of men and women by
kidnapping people in the streets. The English Government itsclf fostered this
white slave trade by shipping to Chesapeake Bay the prisoners taken during the
civil wars, Dealers furnished with full powers became man-hunters, and the
English authorities also transported eriminals to the American colonies and sold
them to the highest bidders.

Thus the Virginian population consisted at first of tho most diverse elements.
But at the time of the Civil War in England, over forty years after the founda-
tion of the colony, a eonsiderable number of cavaliers, nobles and eitizens emigrated
to Virginia, and many of these became large landowners. But in 1660, after the
Restoration, most of them returned to the mother country. Although the ex-
pression ‘““first families of Virginia,” the familiar F.F. V., has become proverbial,
there can be no doubt that the great mass of the white population in this region
is of plebeian origin; it descends chiefly from the first settlers and from the
numerous class of indented servants.

‘What tended above all to make the settlement un aristocratic colony was the em-
ployment of black labour on the plantations. In the year 1620 the first slaver
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landed its living freight on the banks of the James River. Thus becoming master
of human herds, and acquiring a life of ease and luxury, the planters, the magis-
trates, and the representatives of the districts readily fancied themselves descended
from the oldest families of Great Britain. They called themselves “ squires,” and
the state of Virginia still proudly kecps the title of the Old Dominion.

Tue Makers or New Excraxp—-Tne Pirerim FATuERs,

While the colonisation of the Virginian regions had been entrusted by King
James I. to an association of courtiers whom their American feudatories accepted
as their models, the northern districts bordering on Canada, already known as
New England, had been ceded to a company of traders residing for the most part
in Plymouth and Bristol. These also made several unsuccessful attempts to turn
their domain to profitable purpose.

But from the year 1620 dates the first settlement, which was destined in the
history of the nation to have greater importance even than that of Virginia. In
that memorable year one hundred and two emigrants, martyrs to the faith, who
had first been driven to take refuge in Holland, and who sailed on the Mayflower
for the mouth of the Hudson, landed at a place which they called Plymouth, in the
province of New England. Nine years later threce hundred other Puritans arrived
at the port of Salem, which commands the north side of tho entrance to the
harbour of Boston, and thus the settlement went on step by step.

Thanks to the remoteness of the mother country the immigrants enjoyed the
incstimable privilege and advantage of self-government. But the fanatical
Puritans of Massachusetts aimed at the establishment of a theocratic democracy
on the Jewish modcl. The devout members of the congregation had alone the
rights of citizenship; the laws were cxtended to all eonduct and actions, public
and private ; the Penal Code was terribly scvere. Intolerance grew to such a
head that the dissidents, compelled to fly, went in search of new homes, and founded
Rhode Island, while others scttled in Connecticut and New Hampshire.

The harshness of Puritan rule, combined with the rigour of the climate and the
poorness of the soil, was not caleulated to attract strangers ; hence, down to the
period of the great modern immigrations, the population of New England remained
of a very homogeneous character. It consisted almost exclusively of Anglo-
Saxons, to a slight extent mingled with the deseendants of Scotch and Irish
Presbyterians, and a very small number of indented servants, like those of
Virginia, drawn from all quarters. A few French ITuguenots settled in Massa-
chusetts after the rovocation of the Edict of Nantes; but compared with the mass
of the English eolonists their number was insignificant. Some negroes were also
imported, and after landing the “ pilgrims,”” the Muyflower is said to have sailed
for Africa to ship a cargo of blacks for the West Indian market.

Tne Prorrixe oF Nkw York aAxp Nerensouring CoroNius.

The populations of the state of New York are far more mixed thau those of
New England and Virginia. In 1615, several years before the arrival of the
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Puritans in Massachusetts, the Duteh had erceted Fort Orange ou the Hudson,
dver, near the spot where now stands the city of Albany, capital of the state.
In 1623 three hundred Flemings of French speech, from the Avesnes distriet,
were conducted by Jean de Forest to Manhattan Island, which is now occupied by
the city of New York; these were followed by some Dutch settlers, who, thanks
to the support of the home government, were strong enough to substitute the
name of Nieuwe Amsterdam for that of Nouvelle Avesnes, the first title of the
settlement which has since become the “ Empire City > of the New World.

At first the growth of New Amsterdam was very slow; but towards the
middle of the seventeenth century the commercial advantages offered by the port
of the Hudson, and the religious toleration established by the Dutch, attracted
settlers from various parts of KEurope, Jews, French Huguenots, German
Lutherans, Swiss, and even Italians. Some English people and Puritans from New
Lngland also came to seek a refuge in the Dutch possessions, which rapidly grew
in importance and population.

After half a century of existence the colony fell into the hands of the English
but down to the beginning of the eighteenth century the Dutch and eyen the French
Protestant settlers maintained their numerical superiority over the Anglo-Saxen
immigrants. From this date, however, the influx from Great Britain gave
the predominaunce to the British element. Nevertheless, the state of New York,
owing to the attraction of its trade, has always had a relatively higher proportion
of inhabitants natives of the European mainland and of Ireland. Non-English
foreigners are reckoned at notless than one-fourth, and to these should be added
the Anglicised descendants of the original settlers.

The colony of New Jersey, thanks to the neighbourhood of the great eity from
which it is separated by the Hudson River, has from the ethnical standpoint
become little more than a district of the state of New York. Here also are found
representatives of every country in Kurope; but the first settlers were alinost
exclusively English, some Quakers and some Puritans.

English Quakers also form one of the three clements from which the inhabi-
tants of Pennsylvania are mainly descended, the other two being North Germans,
nearly all Protestants, and Irish Preshyterians from Belfast and the surrounding
district. ~Although of little numerical importance, the English Quaker scetion long
maintained a preponderating influence. When the War of Tndependence broke
out, the Germans formed no less than a third of the whole population, which at
that time was estimated at 80,000 souls. Amongst the inhabitants of Pennsylvania
should also be mentioned a few descendants of the Swedes who had founded a settle-
ment on the banks of the Delaware (New Sweden), and some Scotch peasants,
besides a number of convicts forwarded by the Briti