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C ! PARTHEID is the doctrine by which the South African Gov-
b

r\/(,

ernment regulates the relations between its black and
white citizens. It is a doctrine that constitutes the most
urgent and potentially explosive problem that faces the free

F - V\f U';]_LD N ffi\[ . ~world—a problem that will have to be solved quickly and effec-

/ ™ ()C’ﬂ' (Y~ ‘tively on the African continent in order to persuade large num-
?M‘_@qﬂ‘&b bers of Africans to keep to the democratic side of the ideological
e) Pﬂ\t & fence. For the emergence of independent African states has stim-

Nw ulated a consciousness of solidarity and broughe about a unity

of purpose among the A?néans tﬁat could very well push black

S g ﬁ% , ( ........ T " and white South Africans to war, As will be shown later, factors
§ ka-"M&c or 72 are already at work pushing events in _this direction.
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| ﬁ/ ALk ET"' R’"’m T & TS T i T RSP e AHEd dvovatesofToceroppIe-

sion;“regards apartheid ‘a§'something-higher-thanrasmere politicdld
“formula; He ‘sees it'as 2 way~of life; s world outloolebyerhich®
torcteate for: himself the sacial:order:aftershisidesignsHemeceptsig
apartheid ‘as 2" vindication” of liimself;za guaranteesofzphysical
ciltirraland economicsecurityand Survival-alosissch
of=histhistory;:the: concrete achicvement:that:marksshisimamess®
offulfillimenc™

His community came into being just about three hundred
years ago. This, coupled with the pressures chat affected his life

after his ancestors had settled in the Cape, has made him regard
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< ; history as an experience in vindication, The pascs real beganse &

it is xeflecred in the present. The defear suffered by his fore- 5
/L fathers a hundred years ago is not a moment in the life of a 3 €
< ¥ 3
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growing nation; it is the personal crisis which gives form to his

/' being a justification. Apartheid js thusalsa a reaction to the pres-y -
sur i ing, form, and direction to his life in the J {
l// _past, When pressed to modify it, he is bcwiim )
R 5‘3 this is tantamount to saying he should rencunce the world he ?
3;\‘:‘,_‘{1 has created for himself. He feels he is being pressed to give up
w

: Jifhe sources of inspiration for his culture. In the final analysis, he J

' e = concludes that he is being asked to sign his own death warrant, ;
Y5 and his natural reaction is to fight to defend what he regards as

WA w Abis own. He does not really mind standing alone while doing \/ :

& ;

for him. i

" this. If he goes under fighting, that would be right and praper
o

" quite another plane, his determinaton rests also on a 5D
ed understanding of the motivating urges which lie deepest ?l:r
nporary humanity’s bosom. His ancestors arrived in P

“
tica at 2 time when evaluations of the human personality =
ot what they are today—when political absolutism, for .
e, was accepred as the attribute of governmental power i
st people in Europe. subsequent isolation and his
ounter with th dJproduce emotional
which make it difficult for him to accept
e African and he have precisely the same

[
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ch have produced this state of
is2. For then Jan van Riebeeck, a
e of Good Hope with a group of
At out by the Dutch East India
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: “\é{" A ﬁnnimde roward the ﬁzst At’n.can he meets. This m;:ilfcs‘ apal:thc;] E 33' NS ;
; i &3 unique phenomenon in Africa. It‘dcvclo.ps contradictions in the N
.i\r f;’ ® \Afrikaner’s make-up which complicate his relations with all the =~ <0 % " )\;n
$‘*r “é*’ by a consciousness of crisis that he cannot escape. As a result, 5
A i im i i ing_experi whose real\N 6L E =7

4 &_,&# 5 ry to him is a contnually unfolding experience : \J __5\,5:—

QQ, "’b validity lies not so much in its being a guide to the future as in / ]
] }

"1bctwccn Europe and the Orient. Van Ricbeeck found the Cape
inhabited by a number of African tribes whom he collectively
/ callc.;:d the ?Iottcntotg, fi:om the way they‘spoke. 'I‘hesF were a
' seminomadic, cattle-rearing people, and his contacr with them
started South Africa’s race problem*Almost from the moment

L > he landed at the Cape, three influences came into operation. The "
onwhite peoples of Africa. In vindicating himself, he is haunted -t~ ;}I @.r é\d arrival of white settlers and their establishment of a separate
: 1S )

“colony on land that the Africans regarded as their own was an
important assertion of white initiative as the main factor which
was to regulate future relations berween black and white. Since
the company had sent out van Riebeeck without prior consul-
tation or negotiation with any of the Hottentor chiefs, it appar-
ently looked to the use of the gun to justify its claims to the
Cape settlement., v

A0n the other hand, the Africans regarded the arrival of the

white man, with varying degrees of determination, as an en-

, croachment on their land, on the pastures where they grazed

~_thetr stack, [The climax to the friction that developed was reached

g E%;aﬁout a year after van Riebeeck’s arrival, for in 1653, the en-
<

=
[

tots made a bold bid to stop white ¢ncroachments on their land.
They raided the company’s cattle post, killed the herdboy, David
Jansen, and made away with over forty® of the company's cattle,
This collision represented an attempt to assert African initiatives
as the main factor by which to regulate future relations between
black and white.* To assert the authority of the white man, van
Riebeeck sent our a small expedition against the Hottentots to

recover the cattle. The resultant clash in 1653 was the first war in .

which black and whire initiatives collided openly, «
- L WACK anc Wiite imtatives collided openly )
Friction continued between the Africans and the whites. By
1660, van Riebeeck had been compelled to pursue 2 vigorous
policy of residential segregation in endeavors to protect his group
against the Hottentots, After the war fought with the Kaapmen
(another Hottentot group) during that same year, he took over
the Liesbeeck lands and enclosed them within a fence to mark

1E. A, Walker, 4 History

of Soutbern Africa (New York: Longmans,
-Green & Co,, 1928), p. 38.
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them out as white rerritory, The whites were. _tgmlg_gggugggng;ggq_ B
_of the fence, the Africans to the other, and trading. was ro. be

e

s .

one at thc fort.
*Eco
uence at work on the - Cape, bu
The demand for beef forced van Ricbeeck to jump over his
fences to send messengers to the Hottentots with these words:
“You must try every imaginable means to persuade them to come
to the fort or at least to send some of their people with you.”"?
/ The scarcity of marriageable women gave him another kind of
} headache.} In keeping “with East Indian precedents The] had
recommended mixed marriages, and Jan Wouter had duly wedded
Catherine, a freed woman, daughter of Antonie of Bengal. .
‘Van Meerhof, the doughty explorer, married Eva, a Hotremor.
é&;

_Q_y}:t::lI Aimperatives constituted the third in- |

e was the first European to marry a_Cape Native and received
promotion to the rank of surgeon as a wedding present from the

Company.” FWMTM. (arg T2

e
ng :

J ‘%___.«.---9-—-1353“‘ while the clash between black and white initiatives pro-
2/ duced war and segregation, economic and physical realiies

¥

S
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mﬁ”&s in the direction of integration. This contradiction
“has dlways been basic in the relations between BTack and white,
and one of the most sxgmﬁcan: reasons it was thzr the
company saw no valid reason for laying down a clcariy defined
racial policy as long as its ships were properly Yj?fﬂffed at the

. It issued various decrees, or placaaten, from time to time,
the central theme of which was to instruct van Riebeeck and his

e ._;4..._.....‘ e

o any ciearly stated set of princi hich to base thcg__;g_—

' mm the white man was
the invader who would, whenever the opportunity permitted,
> butchered or pushed into the sear To the white settler, the
frican was the primitiv ¢d the march of

' avﬂzzanon. If he could not be bnbed ‘then he had ™

v
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The Cape settlement had not been in existence for long when
a trend started that was to contribute immensely toward giving
permanence to the confused pattern of race relatmns thcn being

-

evolged \The men whom van Ricbeeck had brought to the Cape
with him had come out as the servants of the company; as long
as they were bound to it, their dealings with the Africans were
limited by its interests.s But when some of them retired from
active service, they decided to settle down at the Cape instead
of returning to Holland, and they supported themselves by cul-
tivating wheat and vegetablesNThey became, in short, the mem-

e cted the settlement in two important ways,
Their desire for more land for themselves sharpened the conflict v
with the Hottentots, and the company ¢amé to assume the func-
:1'6?:_6‘{‘3 qupnmng power, Its interests in the Cape were no
longer just economic; the political factor entered as well, '
subtle transformation in the character of the company
was not accompanied by corresponding changes in the attitude
- toward the Cape. The directors continued to regard the Cape as
, a comx_r_:_grmai vcnmre e, “The settlement was run as a v:cruahng
“station without adequnte provision being made for the political
tensions that were to develop from the existence of a growing
class of free burghers. But as long as the merchants constituted

the most unportant class of free burghers, the problems were not

apparent, for it was in the interests of the merchants to be ame-
nable to the discipline of the company. In 1688, French Huguenot

fugees, who arrived with new ideas on the manufacture of
wme. swclled the‘numbcrs of the free burghers and dwcrsaﬁcd

up more land for wh.lrc occupation was therefore intensified.

And as the white population grew and prospered, the social
stratifications at the Cape assumed a more complex form—slave

lab%inz_example. was imported from{Madaga scr.?l‘ and thc(QFr_ch 1)
{ East Indxcs;}-so that by the end of the sevcntccnt.h century these
stratifications had been cast into molds from which the present

race crisis in South Africa derives its form.
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¥Let us first follow the exploits of the burghers er% m)f"
By the beginning of the cighteenth century, the population |
of the Cape consisted- of the Avhites,  their slavcs, and the
Tree blacks. m: whites belonged to two main c!asses-—-thc em-
'pifﬁv?émaf the company and the free burghers. The latter were
further divided into three distinct sections—the merchants, the
wheat and wine farmers, and the stockowners, The first two
were more closely artached to the company, and up to a point
o they depended on it for the disposal of their produce. In addition,
3 they were often in communication with Holland and Europe

Al through the ships that called at the Cape. W‘IELM
S \/{

cut off from the main stream of European civilization for long
‘?@ In their public and private lives, as well as in their
homés, they attempted to follow as closely as possible the pat-
terns of life they had known in Europe: They maintained fairly
high stzndards of refinement in their manners and erecred beauti-

$

"‘é”

‘Afrikaner nationalist is a more refined and more sensitive person
than his brother in the northern provinces.

Commerce, trade, and wheat farming soon became inadequate
$. » mmm;:pomng the growing numbers of free burghers. The
“most. enterprising of them turned, in ever increasing numbers, to
's:uck farming. The life they led—moving with their stock from

point to point—was in many ways different from that of the
: (? ‘whites in Cape Town. They became semino d
' k:’the plains in search of f_better_grazing lands.} This circumstance
progressively cut them off from the refinements of life in the

4

.

metropolis and increasingly made them strangers to the main

stream of European civilization.| For life in the hinterland was
sorts of dangers, including man-
s. The farmers were often isolated by long distances
TS T.h_nﬁnﬂl&mﬂnthd most

ionally, however, they were

1€ or less the same type of food,
‘huts whose Aloors were smeared
hose of their African neighbors.
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They faced other troubles, too. They were always a minority,
both in the white group, and among the Afncnus and they were.
not exactly comfortable, living as they did almost at the level of
thc “Africans, some. ﬁejf owned as slavcs I
) ﬁa—ﬁl—gécst headache was the fear of extinction. Small num-
bers in a hostile environment made this a real fear. In periods of
%conﬂlct, the Africans fought to cxterrmnmhue men. Since
they were out to nid their country of the white pesti lence. they
took no prisoners of war. Anything that reduced white num-
bers lowered the Europeans’ fighting petenual and, thercfore,
their capacity to survive. ’fm;
The (threar of exnncuou/camc also from another side. Living
so close to the racsallz and culturally different African, some of
the white farmers resisted with difficulty, while others did not
overco he temptation to cross the color line in search of
.. mates: Miscegenanon‘pould ‘have had the disastrous cffect of de-
I pleting the numbers of a small and foreign ‘minerity. The man
/ = who crossed ovéfm':;.;@nmad___ u Buys and others were to do,
was as good as dead in the eyes of the other farmers. In these
qmrcumstances protection for the group lay in developing a form
of social coherence and a group exciuswcncss hat virtually re-
~ fused to recognize t the African as a human bemg\
The more the stock farmers moved into the mrermr the Icss

7,

= the Afncans This weakened their bonds with the authonty in
the meu-opohs at a time when another factor was creeping in to K
'E:ccomphcate the relationship. The company had never succeeded
‘=~in evolving a clearly understood @ohuc:ﬁ philosophy? to_give
cgaﬁ'ﬁ# ection to life at the Cape; instead, a policy of virtual drift had
Fcn dictated by its commercial interests.| This convinced the

%em that the company was interested only in their money and

/ .& not in their welfare. The absence of a powerful political philoso-

phy"{mkmg the ccmganz and the burghers won increasing num-
bmaf, them to the view that they had to carve out their own
political destiny by themselves if they were to survive os a
distinet white group.
Other complications came in. Since the Cape Town authority

\Em\/“%‘ (706, L. M= P
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\/ pany was s finding itself in mcrcasmgfy difficulr financial situa-
tions, {Its fortunes had begun to shcw signs of decline by thc cnd

iy T T

at_the Cape. The farmers had difficulties in disposing of their
produce, taxes tended o rise, and yet nothing concrete could be
shown in return. =

- —

the boundaries of the company’s area of jurisdiction. They could -
then be free to make better use of their lives, away from what

they regarded as the nn
plied by ru:_uunﬁ_jter thcm and by cxtendmg its borders. And
this process had the effect of pushing the whites farther into the
interior and bringing them ser to the more powerful Xosa
Africans. Although the w Town |

troduced the idea of segregntmg themsc!ywc_s_ujsch.\nd van Rie-

beeck's fences, economic and other pressures had forced them to
_disregard their own boundaries. This process was to be rc_pcated

| Cape Town had originally in-

My NAT mwg—w
L

had been as dictatorial as its servanss were rapacious, the com-

luf

y of Cape Town. The company re-

" during the next hundred years, bringing more and more of the

“on over by the whites and the consohdauon of the process

the stock fzrmers and the Cape

"I'hc “estrangement b

th the French Revolution in a very interesting manner.
‘When troublc ‘developed berween the Africans and the farmers
1 C'ape, Governor van der Graaff had sent out H. C.
man of liberal views, to collaborate with J. J. Wage-
tary of the Graafi-Reinet magistrate, in restoring
etween black and white to normality. Maynier's
tha 'tim farmers were in trouble they were not
‘when he became secretary upon
the farmers felt oumged by the appoint-
as bemg muﬁe[ed on the

Town authority was affected by the quality of the idealshasso- |

Iand the Africans owned under white occupation. It was acceler—
after the Great Trek and led, finally, to the complete take-

e

ita e, 122G
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was regarded by the farmers as an endorsement of racial policies
that chreatened their physical survival, In the end, the farmers
\got together and expelled Maynier from Graaff-Reinet,

“¥The remarkable thing abour this dramatic rejection of the main
ldeT_ar dealsof thic French Revolution as “expounded from the
ment side is that a very short time the farmcrs
ﬁTcte about-face to embrace those very ideals in order to support
their revolt - against the Cape Town authority. Some communities,
notab]y at Graaff-Reinet itself and Swellendam, threw ouc gov-

called themselves the
' coTor and elected th

auom]s _hoisted their version of the tri-
.own_Ygovernment.” Another contradic-
of the Afrikaner's attitude toward mce was

spective of race. This woul
white side of the color line and another among the Africans. The

the farmers' revolt against Cape Town; they were bad when
‘Cape Town acted on_them,
tions between black and white.
\ﬁ(l“he real significance of the risings, however, is that they re-

political philosophy for the administration of the Capc settle-
ment, Thxmm___gmmhadj.:d,m_ Ag_cllig_cal vacuum wluch had never
been filled. } When the French Revolution came, the farmers
borrowed its ideals to fill the vacuum and give content to their
revoledViewed in this light, the risings could also be said to have

be;n the ipolitical expression of the feeling of communitywhich
“was slowly welding the farmers into a distincrive cultural group.
It was motivated by the desire to insure that white initiatives
remained the dominant influence in the life of the Cape, as well
as to fix the pattern of relations between black and white. By
the third quarter of the eighteenth century, the stock farmers had
met the Xosa-speaking Africans, who belong to the same family
as the Sutu and the fighting Zulus. Unlike the Hottentots, the
Xosas made it unmistakably clear at the very outset that they

K
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ernment aﬂicers and proclaimed themselves sovereign mdcpendent'
states. s To be in line with the French revolutionaries, they also

alsqu making i 1r.seif clear Truth was being judged from the per-
give it one form of validity on the

ideals of the French Revolution were good when they inspired

[\E:thex umidly, to regulate :he rela-

sulted largely from the company’s failure to evolve a unifying
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were ist forcefully any e on their
&‘ Tands, This started a war of conquest between the Africans and
f the whites which was to be waged with brief intervals of peace
for well over a hundred years. The Xosas were unlike the Horten-
tots in one other respect-—-they were not nomads; rather. they

forms of government and ran states that showed a remarkable
capaciry to withstand the shock of the white man's gun, Their

generals were brave and skillful fighters, and they succeeded at

least in bringing the white march to a temporary stop. The bitter-

ness whi lefr an indelible mark on the
ﬁ, Curwtne oniienas?

The religious and_cultural differences between the farmers
and the Africans were another factor that affected the relanons____ B
Between them) The majority in the Dutch-Huguenot community
were Calvinist fundamentalists, They accepted the pattern of
" society in which the whites were masters as the v:sihic expression

§
=

/truth and bchevcd that the African Negro was the delinquent
descendant of the Semitic Noah.\ Hence, the blacks had been
created to serve the whites. For the African to claim equality
with, or challenge the authority of, the white man was an out-

.J:age lud:snngmshabie from treason and sacrilege. fThen, too, the
stors of the C.ape Dutch had left Europe when absoluusm

nut been cxpos:d to the liberalizing doctrines of the French
,R&vo!uno wl:uch emphasmed the right of the individual tof

v
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 in the life and thinking of the Afrikaners. It has been upheld by

the Dutch Rcfm_'_n_lmgyi Church, by Afrikaner universities, and by
predormnantly Afrikaner polideal partes. (It might be pointed
out in passing that the relationship between the Dutch Reformed
Church (DRC) and the government was unique from the very
beginning. The ministers at the Cape were the servants of the
‘company, since they were maintained or transferred by it. The
link with authority was thus strong from the beginning.)

All the factors discussed so far combined to transform the
stock farmers into a “hardy, crude, fearless, ruchless, sclf—consmous
and d ruggedly | individualistic community with a personality 1 that
was to becomc more distinetive as new pressures. from outside

made impact on it. The mﬁﬁénccs that gave meanmg w0

quacy, their sclf—rehancc, their belief in repudmuon, and their
pride in their uni uniqueness. They regarded themsclves as having
nothing in common—other than race, language, and religion—
with the sophisticated citizens of the metropolis. To emphasize
this fact, they called themselves the Trekboers—the emigrant
farmers. The Trekboers were that section of the Dutch-Huguenot
community which spearheaded the movement of revolt against

Cape Town's authority and expressed in the sharpest forms pos-
sible the desire for &auogg fulﬁllmcn@ that is today the main
driving force behind{Afrikaner __ggu_‘.lg_gali.gn They, more than the
Dutch-Huguenots who remained in Cape Town, gave to Afri-
kanerdom most of the qualities thar are its distinguishing fearures
today.

The slaves p]nyed a_role in_the. evolution of the Afrikaner
people which is to ignored even in a brief probe
@ig__t_l;g,pnm.nsmni,,aagxghgjgi,_, They were divided into three
main groups: The Malay craftsmen, the most expensive; the
Negroes, the laborers; and the “half-castes"—slaves of mixed pa-
rentage—who did most of the domestic work and called them-
selves thcthc peaple of Africa. The Afrikanders
were closest to their masters physically and culturally. Unlike the
Negmw and the Malays, they were a new people in history, with

_},h
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3 no past, language, or culture of their own; they were the result of
the mixrure and segregation of the races at Cape Town. They
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which the slaves had helped to preserve with so much diligence.

WA R
in his lutchcns lc was to be his—the Afr:knnns, which is today

worked in Dutch-Huguenor homes and had little in common one of the two official languages of the republic of South Afriea. . //’
with the Negro or Malay side of their parentage. Since they By helping to develop Afnkaar}ﬂ the Af.rlaknndcrs made the e
were largely illiterate and found Dutch somewhat complicated / Durch-Huguenot community indebred to them in a unique way. (
for their needs, they collaborated with their masters in evolving | The man of color in South Africa is often accused of ingratitude
a kitchen lingua that became the sole medium of communica- for some of the worthwhile things which the white man has
ton with their owners or among themselves. done for him. Reluctance to be thankful or to acknowledge in-
* One of the things which British emancipation of the slaves was debredness is not a_particularly nonwhite weakness. | The denial
[ to do, years later, was to Vdgs';roy the I\fnkander ‘community. to the people who ‘made positive contributions to_the culg;_xjﬁe_._“q”_f'_m
When slavery cndad these people disappeared into the social the Afrikaner of the right to sit in Parliament is an act of in- ¥
Vs su_gg,ﬁ_gnons of the nonwhite community to constitute that sec- grattude on the part of the Afrikaner which should remind all ,f?y
o £ tion of the nation known as the Cape Coloreds. But before this _ that in the final reckoning no race of men has a ‘monopoly of 571/
! happened, Britain had, after she had occupied the Cape, adopted / virtue, | s (,gf’)hfz.cr
\ ¥ '/ the policy of Anglicizing the Cape Dutch. That It can be said, by way of conclusion, that the Trekboers had

is today known as the first language struggle! In chis fight, the \/ been born into a historical cleft stick, One side of it was the

Dutch-Huguenot community campaigned to retain Dutch on a

footing of equality with English) —
Dutch was, however, the language of the educated and the

cultured, mainly around Cape Town. The Trekboers gradually
showed a liking for the lingua of the Afrikanders, for it was more

Wmﬁpnhmhemom, it was not, strictly
?7 ‘speaking, a European language; it was a lingual amalgam bom of
- the Trekboer’s experience of life in Africa. To adopt it as his

own Wsmii.emphasug_hn distinctiveness as an Afncan nanoml

call himself the Afrikaner. He would finally repudiate

\/

& hgguage of that Europe on which he had tumed his

i

averwhelming legal and economic power of the company, and
subsequently of the British. The other was the overwhelming
numencal 1 power of the At’ncans The one w_as com:mually push—

‘g%;lcm into the mtc
em
wards toward Tov

men and events by the extent to which they threatened or secured
his survival. In this mood, he grew to rely on the unity and

strength of his own group as his guarantees of security. It is dif- |

ficult to see how a small minority, always unwanted, often treated
with contempt and living under the constant threat of extinction,
could have behaved differently in a situation in which they had
known only the tradition of absolutism and had been nurtured
on sE:nmal values that set the grcatest store by the group.

It is in the Afrikaner’s prcoccupauon with considerations of

Sreey GiE
solution is also there.
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¢ problcm lies. The



