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deracialization, he was warning it, in a sense, that unless it
changes its outlook it might find difficulty in making its way
through the swift political currents that will precede the col-
lapse of apartheid.

“The race factor affects political groups in the republic in a
most peculiar way. It compels every one of them to fight,
equally energetically, on 2 number of fronts at the same time.
To reach the top, the Communist has to fight the Afrikaner na-
tionalist, seck to destroy the capitalist in the United Party,
undermine the Liberal, and saborage the African natonalist. This
dissipation of energy simultaneously retards political progress
and reflects the mature of the basic conflicts in the whole crisis.
It is one of the biggest problems facing the opponents of the
government.
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IV

FACING THE FUTURE
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HE most important single fact to emerge from the reviews

of African nationalism and its Afrikaner counterpart is that

in spite of temperamental, historical, and ideological differ-
ences the basic urges that have motivated thought and action
on both sides are not irreconcilable,

The Afrikaner nationalist yearns for a place in the African
sun. Since this is a fundamental human urge, the Afrikaner has
as much righe to satisfy it in Africa as the Negro does, by means
of citizenship, in the United States. And for his part, the African
wants that freedom of body, mind, and spirit that will enable
him to make the best possible use of his life. Now, these aspira-
tions are not mutually exclusive, for they give content and
" meaning to the human experience and express man's basic desire
to live. What cannot be reconciled are the ideological, culrural,
and other preferences by which the two powerful groups hope

move to their moments of fulfillment.
“The second fact is that in spite of the paucity of Communist
umbers Communism is a factor to reckon with in the South
\frican situation. It wants neither the Afrikaner nor the African
move to his moment of fulfillment on terms not dictated by it.
Throughout its history, it has shown that it is prepared to play
up against the other for the ultimate purpose of destroy-
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¢ only dominant influence in South

ing both in order to remain th

African life, o
To the uncommitted African, Communism i3 acceptable for

2 number of reasons, the most striking of whicl'} ils that it sees
creation, life, and the human experience from !1nutcd perspec-
tives. But when these prove inadcquate,. Co'm'mun_:sm doesdnot.e:‘ci-
amine its premises, but insists on maintaining its closeh I::_Eer
Therefore, it can never be in the wrong; 1t is always the orher
man, the other group, who differs and~so holds a :\0:1;;:2 t'\-::, b
vice. It justifies itself not by apprqachmg the tRuft 1 0 }is vely
but by destroying the nonconformist. And_ thf: Ecanm N
stranger to this destruction of the personality in order to ]
i 1 reference.
msigz::;g,mé!oiimunism sets the greatest storelby thehgr::i;;:
ignoring the fact that the group can be as falhhhj. asft edxoin
vidual. But because it is more powerfu‘}, its capacity ;:r o og
harm is infinitely greater, for Commtfrusm allows no ¢ e(l:‘ .
the abuse of power by the group. HISIOF).’ s}l\ows that where x
was allowed complete freedom to do what it hfced. th.e group \;at
brutal, callous, and often corrupt. Con_;mu:.usm supula:]:s t o
there can be no rottenness in it; otherwise, it would make pr
vision for its authority to be limited. People who are emerging
from one form of group domination want to j:rcad warily in
order not to land themselves in another form of it

Third, Communism is a dehumanizing philosophy of venge-
ance. Its starting point is hatred for the capitalist; it sees in his
destruction the only condition for its own success. This hatred,;

nsrant threat to the capitalist, keeps a perpetual cloud o
overing above humanity’s head, and it also serves as the
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When Communism has liquidated che capitalist, it establishes a
dictatorship in which the ordinary worker becomes the shive of
the Communist masters. The individual is, of course, promised
the paradise of the classless sociery where no man exploits an-
other, but the price for that is the destruction of the individual.
Therefore, any way of life that accepts vengeance as a virtue
will destroy liberty—and especially in Africa, where there is cvery
possible reason to hate and seek vengeance,

Finally, the limited horizons from which Communism sees life
and the contempt it has for the individual—expressed most clearly
in its preference for dictatorship—restrict the enlargement of the
human personality. The fixed stereotypes it prescribes—which
were evolved, really, for conditions in Europe—will cripple this
growth and make the African a second-class European instead
of the equal of every other human being.

For freedom for the African can be real only when it works
for the continuous enlargement of his personality. The genera-
tions in the house of bondage awakened in him a dimension that
makes this a condidion of survival. As long as the growth of his
personality is not crippled, he will enlarge it and equip himself
for the task of creating a civilization that will be che finest
tribute to the genius of man, something far better and nobler
than the Communist paradise. Communism does not, however,
recognize the African’s right to this growth. lts repeated be-
trayal of his fight against apartheid, so clearly revealed in its
insistence on the African’s fighting on its terms, is not just a
piece of political bungling. On the contrary, it is a systematic
attempt to destroy those notions of liberty that do not suit the
Communist pattern, to give to freedom the form of content
that will transform the individual into a stereotype with built-

in hatreds and deliberately limited perspectives. Africa cannot
make her distinctive contribution to human advancement if her

mind is so imprisoned,

The third conclusion is that parity in the power reserves means
t the phase of African reasonableness in the approach to the
crisis is coming to an end. Events have placed him in the




s e AN AFRICAN FXPLAINS APARTHEID

position where his initiatives will henceforth set the pace of
mrovernent toward his goals, In this situation, he ?mll want
to alter the balance of pawer reserves in his favor. Ths, then, 15
the real significance of training saboteurs, and it.is not umreason-
able to expect that conditions of instabiiig will be intensified
even further, making it possible for anything to happen at any
um“;;\c government's answer ta these dangers i:r, to arm the white
community to the tecth. Since women are be_mg trained .openly
in the use of firearms, the crisis mood is d-cllberateiy being de-
veloped in the white community. The tensions t.h‘ac rf‘:sult' from
this on borh sides of the color line make a co]hsmr} inevitable;
and when it comes, it is difficult ta see how the independent
African states can fold their arms and c:'lo no more than cheer
the black peoples from the sidelines. Afnca‘s. honor, sclf—.resp.;ct:lt,.
and dignity are at stake in the ﬁght.agamst z'npartheld. €
West African high command is not being established to flatter
African vanity, nor did the Winniba secret confen.:nce of
dependent peoples, which met in Ghana to‘wzf'd the middle of
1961, assemble for purposes of mutual admrmu?n. It agreed on
the need for the various political groups opposing race oppres-
sions in each country to present a united frong; it st-rescd t_he
need for the regional coordination of resistance against \-vlute
domination and emphasized the importance of concerted, .sunul-
taneous action. These are danger signs no sane man can mis.take.
The peoples of Africa are determined to cleanse rh-cu' continent
of the scourge of apartheid. And when the explosion ‘comes in
- the republic, the independent states will be involved dn'e'ctly 0
" indirectly. This will mean war in Africa. It is difficule to imagin
America or Russia remaining neutral in a war to decide the f_at
most important continent in the ideological struggle.
e fourth conclusion is that the relative stability in Soul
‘result not of a fortuitous combination of circum
: planning over a period of about:
tradition. of realistic statesmanshi
: positive attemp
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find a feasible solution to the race problem. The area of its of-
fectiveness is getting smaller each day, but there is no doubt that
the tradirion itself is deeply rooted in the life of the African
people. The consequent malleability to which this gives rise
remains one very hopeful factor in the race crisis.

Finally, property is likely to be the next point of concerted
actack by the black and white opponents of apartheid. This is
the plane where race oppression's vulnerability is great. For the
first time in the history of South Africa within the last fifry
years, the possibility is now real that the opponents of apartheid
may reach real agreement on strategy. In the past, unity could
not be forged, largely because there was no wodus vivendi all
major anti-apartheid groups on the nonwhite side could accept
with confidence. Violence to praperty is the new unifying factor
because, among other things, it insures the fair distribution of
suffering and hits the race oppressor where it hurts most. Finally,
manpower sacrifices would be on the minimal side, and no very
great skill in the use of fire would be required. All these consider-
ations attract the militant African nationalists. The Communists
too can support the destruction of capitalist property with a very
clean conscience, as well as the Trotskyites, who have long scen
in this weapon the only real means of driving a little more com-
mon sense into the “granite” heads of the Afrikaner nationalists.

All these factors combine to emphasize one truth: That bul-
lets will not save apartheid from its deserved fate; that, at the
same time, they will not establish that peace and stability every
section of the nation needs to make berter use of its life. Once
the problem is viewed from all these angles, it becomes possible
to see apartheid in clearer light. It then emerges as a phenomenon

that is too complex to be dismissed as a mere political outlook or
an ideological aberration. It is seen primarily as a way of life
evolved in unusual circumstances for the purpose of guaranteeing
survival to the Afrikaner and winning his right o a place in the
South African sun. Fundamentalism, absolutism, repudiation, and

wce hatred are the main pillars of this life—nor because the
rikaner is incorrigibly backward, wicked, dishonest, or callous,
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but because they are integral parts of the only political heritage
it was his lot to inherit from history. The trek into the interior
and the decades in the wild phins of Southern Africa cut him
off from the main stream of European civilization. His numerical
weakness exposed him to the danger of extinction. And the
curbulent events overseas, liberalized European attitudes in t.he
cighteenth and nineteenth centuries, bypassed him, He was in-
volved in a different kind of rurbulence: He was fighting for
survival against Dingane, Moshoeshoe, and Sekhukhuni. )

The image of a changed Europe was to be brought to hlm by
the officials of the Dutch Government, for he had turned his back
on Holland and no longer regarded himself as bound to h'e.r.
Then came the English, who were a different people, uphol@g
an alien culture. They, too, adhered to a liberal outlook on life,
and their economic and military superiority made them as great
a threat to his sarvival as the African was. His guarantee of
security in this situation was to hold on to whatevm: was his own
with a fierce tenacity: the fundamentalist dynamic, group ex-
clusiveness, self-consciousness, repudiation, the temper of the
slave owner, a blind love for his people, language, and history,
and fearlessness. These were integral parts of his culture and

make-up, and their validity sprang from the facc that they haq
brought him to his moment of fulfillment. ._

The damage these attributes have wrought on the relations be-l‘
rween black and white in the republic and the embarrassments
they have caused in the Commonwealth in particular and the free

world generally are thus not just the visible expressions of a d

inqueént group mind. They are a desperate attempt to gi

- permanent and valid meaning to life in an environment

- Afrikaner believes, rightly or wrongly, to be hostile. But
_groping away from insecurity is not unique among
an exclusively Afrikaans aberradon. Wher
and children battle for survival instead of li
1d, despised, neglected, or-
ther grope away from insecurity or m
an important one fo
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reasons: The one process is basically negative, often motivared
by hatred and vengeance; the other is positive. Second, grop-
ing implies a lack of method or order in moving toward de-
clared goals—an absence of sound guiding ideals. Wherever this
is the case, collisions become inevitable, Marching, however, con-
notes orderly, principled movement.

In Africa at the moment, the two processes are taking place
simultancously in opposite directions. This is particularly the
case in the republic of South Africa. Apartheid gropes away
from insecurity, African nationalism marches to freedom. In this
situation the prospects of a collision require no emphasis.

We have seen how men groped away from insecurity in
Europe after the Industrial Revolution to evolve Communism,
The hunger and insecurity following World War 1 produced
Nazism and fascism. From the cleft historical stick in South
Africa, there has emerged a familiar groping. Its name is apart-
heid, and it moves toward final disaster along a pattern chat is

too well known to make Dr. Verwoerd convincing when he
says apartheid means justice for all, But the immediate danger is
no less important, for apartheid has transformed South Africa
into one of the most sensitive spots on the globe. Since what
happens in South Africa affects the continent intimately, Africa
itself is turned into a sensitive continent. Mankind cannot afford
too many such areas. Their increase creates instability, real prog-
ress is retarded, insecurity follows. Then, more people join the
groping stampede, the Communists add to the confusion, and
the vicious circle that develops culminates inevitably in war.

If apartheid is viewed in this light, three other conclusions be-

come possible. First, it is seen as an attempt to fill the vacuum
that has existed in the relations between black and white from

he days of the Dutch East India Company. Second, the ren-

sions it generates in the community of nations place it in the posi-
tion where it cannot remain a domestic matter for South Africa,

nly because humanity has an inescapable obligation to regard
‘as one of its most urgent problems, Third, mankind cannot
lve the problem it creates merely by raising arms in impotent
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horror or by ganging up with the African against the whites,
since that would be simply to emulate Dr. Verwoerd. Racialism
is a wicked thing from the white or the African side of the color
line. because it debases the personality of man by corrupting the
racialist and degrading his victm, An immoral act on the white
side does not become a virtue on the African; viciousness is no
cure for wickedness. No, an evil is conquered by producing a
better idea. Thus, the real answer to white racialism is an ethic
whose strength will spring from its having the same meaning on
both sides of the color line.

If apartheid threatens to engulf the continent in an ugly
racial war, it also confronts the African statesman with an ines-
capable challenge—one that faces the free world too. The prob-
lem for the African statesman is not how to ger the Afrikaner
out of Africa, since there is no room for such thinking in a
people with an awakened moral dimension. Rather, the problem
is how to integrate him in the life of the nation and enable him
to become the wanted and welcome neighbor of all his country-
men, instead of being regarded as a menace to their security and
happiness.

1f apartheid is seen in this light, the obvious answer to the
problem it creates is to shift the center of social, political, cul-
tural, and economic gravity from reliance on the unity and power

vival, to the unity and power of the like-minded individuals,
regardless of race or color. This is not an easy thing to do because
it entails corroding the crusts of prejudice in such ways as |
convince both the Afnean and the whites that democrauc valu

of the like-colored group, as a guarantee of security and sur-
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sides of the color linc~a revolution in the minds of men, women,
and children. It entails the acceprance of a new sense of nation-
hood-—one that will allow no human being to be punished for
belonging to a particular racial group. In that setup, not only
would the individual be free ro make the best possible use of his
life, but it would be sociery’s duty to see to it that he was en-
abled to do so to the best of his ability. Then, too, the positive
aspects of the various traditions that give meaning to life
among the peoples who have made South Africa their home
would be recognized as the different, desirable, and legitimate
expressions of the varied genius of a mixed nation whose peoples
were bound together by loyalties with the same meaning on both
sides of the color line. The sum total would, in the end, be a
cultural amalgam, which would have the only claim to being
recognized as a truly South African culture.

Blood links need not forever remain the only bonds of unity
among men. The most powerful nations in the world today are
mixed communities whose peoples are knit together not by race
or color but by the values of life they cherish together. South
Africa is ripe for a nonracial type of unity. In the social order
envisaged above, the African will not see in threats to Afrikaner
survival the guarantees of his own security. Where citizenship
has a nonracial meaning, the various groups will see in threats
to any one of them a danger to themselves. The collective
“strength of the whole will be at the disposal of all the compo-
ent groups. The African, the Afrikaner, the Asian, the colored,
the British, and the Jew will then march arm in arm to defend
_together those things they value most and that have the same
meaning in their lives—their country, their freedom, and their
dependence. The reserves of power each group has will be
ere to facilitate collabaration. Education in the schools will be
riented in a different direction.

The ultimate aim in all this would be to give a new and more
positive meaning to life; to free the thinking of all our peoples
rom the grip of fears that belong to the childhood days of the
nation; to release the creative energies of all groups for the pur-
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pose of exploiting the wealth of the country for the good of all;
and te close a chapter in our history in order to march to a more
satisfying future. Above all, the intention would be to build a
nation dedicated to the ideal of enlarging the human personality
in ways that will make peace, security, prosperity, and content-
ment the birthright of every South African. This is the ideal this
book has been written to present as the alternative to apartheid.
It is an attainable end, given the will, the leadership, and the
concern for realities. It prescribes that each racial group should
discard the irreconcilable angularities in is own arttitudes to
facilitate agreement on ultimate objectives. These irreconcilables
are expendable, particularly where the alternative would be war.
Movement toward the above goal has of necessity to be on
two planes that complement each other. There has got to be a
good deal of demolition—a clearing of the physical, mental, and
spirirual debris accumulated by the temper of the slave owner over
the generations. There must also be the will to reconstruct. The
destruction of apartheid will not be an end; it will be only a
process of clearing the way for something berter for all. To get
the best results for all, black and white initiatives would have to
be coordinated and harnessed in establishing the social order in
whose maintenance all groups will feel they have a vested interest.

Coordination has a special importance for South Africa at this -

moment in her history. It has the potential to become the most
~powerful influence capable of challenging apartheid successfully
sharpening racial antagonisms to dangerous extremes.
Mhas got to be built up now so that when aparthei
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violence and preserve stability because it will be supported by
people from all the racial groups. In shorg, there must be buile a
strong sector of opinion that will function as a nonracial buffer,
strong enough to check racialism from ecither side and con-
structive enough in its purpose to fill the political vacuum that
will be created by apartheid’s fall.

It cannot be emphasized too strongly that in a mixed society
a purely African victory will project the racial dynamic as the
decisive factor in the freedom struggle. If this were allowed to
happen, it would weaken the loyaltics based on values, perpetuare
the tradition of relying on group power and loyalty, and give a
new lease on life to race conflict in conditions where pogroms
could ultimately become inevitable. We have scen how the re-
luctance to build up coordination as an effective force has led
to a very important change of African atticudes to violence. 1f
the dilly-dallying continues, we might wake up one day to find
that the two moods of African nationalism have vanished and
that in their place there is a solid bloc of racial opinion. When
it challenges apartheid, it will ask for no quarter, as it will expect
to be given none. There is danger here, though, for the African
himself. Inasmuch as white domination is failing because it can
not break the spirit of the African people, a victorious African
nationalism inspired by hatred could never be in the position to
drive the white man or the Indian into the sea without reckoning
with a world opinion that, as Dr. Verwoerd has learned, can be
cripplingly hostile. For democracy’s victory to be complete, it
has got to be won by all the peoples who make up the South
African nation working in concert,

Reconstruction connotes the laying of new foundations in
place of the old. The long history of conflict between black and
white teaches that neither side can destroy the other without
losing a lot, materially and spiritually. Where this has proved to
be the case, the sensible thing is to abandon policies based on
conflict, sit down in an effort to agree on how best to live to-
ther, and seek to build on new foundations. The British tried
in 1852, when they gave the Cape a nonracial right to vote.
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In 1012, the Africans pledged themselves to fight for the exten-
sion of the area of liberty. But it was to take near.i_v fifty years
after the first Bloemfontein Conference for the Afnkan_er authors
of Delayed Action to realize that in the ﬁna.l reckoning agree;
ment on ultimate objectives is the only re‘hable guarantee 0
survival for the white minority in 2 predc‘munanl:}y- bla.ck com_:
nent. One cannot read Delayed Aetion without being impresse
by the sense of responsibility and the‘ mora! courage that. t:n-
s;;ired its writing or by the sincerity with which most contnlx;-
tors uphold the dignity of the person, regardless of race 01;! cc(nl 0-1,;
Here is the resurgence of a spirit many ‘fcared hac-i long 1cd :
the Afrikaans community. The persecution Maynier suffered is
1 or.
bﬂ';gzst:n;fvfeiopmenm indicate positve movements toward a
constructive goal, which gives hope to South 'Afnca. They are
milestones to guide all of us toward a just society, and‘thc tm;
dition they give expression to has its roots deep in the history o
the African, the Afrikaner, and the British. That it has not bce.:n
dominant in South African life is due mainly to the fac.l: that its
advocates worked virtually in isolation in their 'rcspecuve com-
munities. But the crisis in which the country is caught.n.ecm-
sitates an urgent revision of strategy. It is no longer realistic to
denounce apartheid from within one’s racial group; 35 a matter of
fact, to do so might be to invite defeat. Decisive, coordinated,
nonracial action is what the times call for if the country has to-
be saved, The British nonracialist, the African advocate of race
‘equality, and the Afrikaner democrat must join hands across th
"racial or linguistic fences in a vast and irresistible movement ol
: d political protest against injustice. Those who are com-

the highest potential to return South Africa t
mocratic sanity, to the only destiny we can loo
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really take anybody far. Over the last theee hundred years, it has
been tried, but it has not made life richer for black or white.
On the contrary, at a time when the country should be gearing
its economy to satisfying the markets opening up in Africa, the
republic is face to face with disaster from inside and outside. It
cannot be otherwise when most of the country’s best brains
waste more time planning how to erect double doors to public
places for the separation of one race from the others, The prob-
lems that clamor for solution pass by relatively neglected—for
example, the fight to raise the standards of living for all our
peoples; the need to remove ignorance, poverty, and disease from
our national life; and, with our nonracial resources, the opportu-
nity of furnishing the rest of sub-Saharan Africa with trained
personnel and leading the continent to the realization of a fuller
and richer life. These are the great challenges that clamor for a
coordinated answer from black, brown, and white alike. We can-
not tackle them successfully as long as we see our problems from
the perspective of the ghetto mentality by which Dr. Verwoerd
sets so much store.

Now that the goal has been defined, the question that rises is
this: How can black and white move toward it with any hope of
success? It can be done in two clear ways. The first is to con-
front apartheid immediately with economic disaster. Sweet
words, appeals to reason, moral pleas, angry denunciations, or
threats not backed by decisive action will not make Dr. Ver-
woerd and his followers abandon apartheid. It is too vital an
ingredient in the make-up of Afrikaner nationalism. Since the
separation of one from the other cannot be effected without
catastrophe of some kind, the choice is limited only to economic
disaster and war. It would require an advanced form of insanity
for anybody inside the republic to advocate the use of war as a
solution to South Africa’s race problem because an explosion in

this part of the continent could quite conceivably ignite a world

conflagration and saddle black and white in the republic with

problems of incalculable complexity.

Although well-aimed economic pressures from inside and out-
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side would crack the superstructure of. apartheid withopt pro-
ducing unnecessary bloodshed or widening th@ area of vmlcnlce,
the government has shown quite clearly [h':l-t its answer to agita-
rion; for reform is the bullet. Therefore, mufmal demands for
change can be pressed only to a very limited point unless we Tvanl:
bloodshed, for where the state is well armed and the Afncan;
are unarmed, it makes little sense to choose to fight on groun
where defeac is a foregone conclusion. On the other hand, thex.'e
is no doubt that the first people to feel the f:eh'(yck of economic
disaster would be the Africans themselves. Nh“.l()i.‘ls of them live
well below the subsistence level, and any collapse in the economy
would send them onto the streets. This, spme people _fccl, mihtate':s
against the use of economic disaster against apanhfld. The Aﬁl'l-
can, however, sees the problem from a wholly different angle.
To him, apartheid is but the continuation of the remper of the
slave owner he has been fightng on and off the battle'ﬁeld for
nearly three hundred years. He isona crusadcl:; hg h'fts paid d.ea.rly
in the fight to protect his being and uphold his dignity, and it has
been a fierce war, fought by every man, woman, and child,
every day of their lives, on every imaginable plane. So an eco-
nomic blow will not bring in new or unknown types of suffering
because when you go to war, you don’t expect to be treated

with much consideration by your enemy. .

Against this background, the African attitude emerges in clcaxe.r
outlines. The people argue that they are very much in the posi-
tion of the Jews in Hitler's concentration camps, from whlc‘h
there was no escape. If the prisoners could have spoken their
minds; not an inconsiderable number of them would probably
7 that cach time they heard the noise of Allied bombe
the camps; their hopes were raised. If given the choice b

mbardment of their camps and the return to th
lang s prisoners would have electe
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crumbs from the Afrikaner nationalist’s bloodstained hand. Ie
would be better to suffer acucely for a short while to bring our
misery to an end than to feel less pain indefinitely out of false
consideration for our welfare.

The Afrikaner nationalist will change his mind about apartheid
only when he clearly sces that it hurts him, that it threatens his
survival. Apartheid has got to be pushed to such an extremity that
the Afrikaner will see in it a threat to his security, for then, and
then only, will he change his mind.

The second thing to do to move black and white toward the
goal outlined in this chapter is to have a program of recon-
struction that complements the first. It would be based on co-
ordinated black and white initiatives. Its aims would be to fill
the vacuum created by the collapse of apartheid, to give the
Afrikaner nationalist an alternative loyalty, to extend to him that
respect and security that are his because he is 2 member of the
human family, and to free him from the grip of race hatred and
the temper of the slave owner, His history shows that it was not
until he came face to face with the reality of disaster that he re-

assessed his position and adapted himself to the demands of
changed situations. If the intention is not to destroy him, effective
pressures can be exerted with a clear conscience—particularly if
he is given alternatives that are morally sound and acclaimed by
humanity, do not injure his self-respect, and extricate him from
the claws of a Frankenstein he has created for himself. For it was
not until he had come face to face with disaster in the first South
African republic that he decided to come to terms with the
British. History might be repeating itself now, since he is face

to face with disaster again. The chances are that he might make
his peace with the Africans, but we have got to push him to this
point with the irresistible determination of just men,

The suggestions that follow are designed to facilitate demo-

lition. A separate program of reconstruction will be given later.

r. Apartheid should be outlawed, This should be done to serve
the limited purpose of confronting it with that type of economic

ter which will bring sbout its collapse withour impaiing
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the physical unity of the nation. Provision should be made for
speedy reconstruction. '

2. The free world should know chat external Pressures rem‘mn
the only weapon which can destroy apartheid w1th.out producing
bloodshed on a vast scale internally. The aparthmd‘ government
cannot reply to a Swedish boycott by shooting Africans. On the

other hand, the actual loss of excernal markets forces it, as the

sensational relaxation of liquor laws shows, to adopt more reason-

able policies at home. .
3. The United Nations should take over t_hc mandated territory
of South-West Africa and prepare it for independence within 2
prescribed period. The excision of suci? a large part of the apart-
heid empire, now that the chance to mco'rpornte th.e pr?tcct?;
ates has been lost, will confront the Afnlfane.r natonalist mm
that type of disaster which should make him pause to as: ;
self if apartheid sall pays. Again, he cannot murder chil rden a
Sharpeville when the United Nations acts in the mandated ter-
ntory-. o
4. ';'th dock workers of the world should blacklist apartheid sh.l.ps
and refuse to handle goods of apartheid man}afacm-rc. The Chris-
dan church in the free world should raise its voice ;I)owerfuliy
in support of this type of acton. It woul-d rmkc nonYlolen.ce ef-
fective. The church has up to now not d:.sun‘gx'nshcd itself in the
fight to defend its principles against apartheid’s attacks on it. It
is time the church moved in. _
5. America should be pressed to stop sul?s.idizing apartheid by
.  buying gold procured under aparcheid conditions. .
6. African states like Nyasaland should refrain from exporting
labor to the gold mines of the republic.
. Free-world universities should translate their opposition
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good-offices commission to make an authoricative stugdy of the
local situation, on the spor, for the purpose of working out a
formula or a program of reform likely o be supported from
both sides of the color line. A program of reconciliation worked
on the spot could be a formidable weapon when used as an
alternative to apartheid. United Nations denunciations of race
oppression would cease to be negative; they would have focus.
9. If South Africa continues to be deaf to reason—she is deaf
simply because the free world allows her to be—the free world

shiould make it impossible for her to continue to be a member of
the United Nations.

to. Internally, encouragement should be given to the habit of
thinking in nonracial terms on both sides of the color line.
Properly trained African clergymen should be appointed to
white congregations willing to have them. Nonracialism should
be encouraged on every possible plane. A white community
which showed it was changing its attitude would encourage sec-
tons of African opinion to want to negotiate a settlemenr. A
start could be made in this direction by representatives of the
Dutch Reformed Church meeting those of the Interdenomina-
tional African Ministers Federation for the purpose of examining
together the moral foundations of the relations between black
and white.

11, The African, for his part, should resist the temptadon to
gang up on a racial basis against the whites. Whenever the op-
portunity presents itself for an honorable settlement of the race
problem, he should show a readiness to consider it on its own
merits. He must be willing not only to shoulder responsibilicy but
to give leadership to both black and white.

12, The real friends of South Africa should insure that the legal
and political structure of the nonracial sociery to replace apart-
heid is a federal constitution, which makes provision for four
types of federating provinces—those in which Afrikaner inidatives
are the dominant influence, those in which the African has the

biggest say, those in which the British are the key factor, and
the nonracial provinces.

~The chief value of this program lics in the fact that the pres-
sures and crises it advocates can always be stopped the moment
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apartheid changes its atticudes. Second, those who exert thes.e
pressures will keep the initiative to influence cvents in their
hands. The Africans and the whites who oppose apartheid are
then placed in the position to cffect a peaceful revolution, wh.ich
is what South Africa reallv needs. Finally, the successful exertion
of these pressures would be proof of democracy’s effectiveness
in one of Africa’s most challenging situations.

The last suggestion in the program out]inec‘i above belongs
more appropriately to the phase of reconstruction. l?ut because
demolidion and reconstruction are complementary, it has been
included here to give focus to internal and external pressures
against apartheid. The Afrikaner’s fear of being swamped by the
Africans in a nonracial society constitutes a chall-enge that any
statesmanlike approach to South Africa’s race crisis must take
into account. _ _

The federal constitution—not an original idea, since quite a
number of organizations and leading personalities have advocate'd
it from both sides of the color line—would ensure that the Aff'x-
kaans minority had areas in the country it could regan% as its
“homelands.” Within these, it would be free to develop its cul-

ture and language and, at the same time, make its distinctive con-

tribution to the progress and prosperity of the whole. )
In each ethnic province, the language and culture of the domi-
nant group would become the main influences, and nonracis-ll.
areas would, of course, be free to adopt culrural patterns of their
choice. This arrangement gives each culture not only the soil, as
it were, in which to nurture itself, but the room for adapting_;
irself to changing circumstances, and it places a premium on co
. laboration, more or less in the way the different Swiss cultural
, gmups have one loyalty but different homclands. Thus, th
fikaans areas would not discriminate against the African, no
' - expect the Afrikaner to be treated differently in th
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We are dealing here with a very complicated human siruation,
in which there is no short cut to success, no magic formula, which
can transform South Africa overnight into a paradise for every-
body. We have to take into account the difficulties inherent in the
whole race crisis and the factors favoring change. Out of these,
we have to evolve a course of action that will enable people
on both sides to realize where their interests are identical; a
course that will make them move as far forward, without war,
as they can, in unity. If some people prefer to move as indi-
viduals, as the liberals are doing; if others feel securer when they
march as groups, as some nationalists on both sides prefer to do—
statesmanship should encourage both for moving forward rather
than block them by an inflexible and doctrinaire adherence to
the narrower aspects of ideological propriety.

The Afrikaner nationalist who rejects Verwoerdism and who
accepts race equality in a federal structure is already moving
forward. There has already been awakened in him the sense of
real South African nationhood. He is already struggling to come
to terms with reality. And if he is prepared to accept democracy
within 2 given constitutional framework, we should rejoice at that
and meet him halfway. He has covered a long distance by re-
pudiating the narrower loyalties that his group prescribes for
a good South African, Therefore, efforts should at all times be
concentrated on enabling him to see the democratic truth in in-
creasingly clearer light, since this is the essence of democracy
and good neighborliness, and a similar atticude should be adopted
toward the African nationalist. It is difficult to sce how national
unity can be created unless this approach is adopted,

The real aim behind the federal ideal is to balance conflicting
cthnic or cultural interests, on the one hand, and, on the other,
to ensure their harmonious coordination as a guarantee of viabil-
ity for the state, A community that had its cultural and linguistic
roots firmly established in its homelands would be in no danger

of cultural swamping. The right to secede would moderate the
rapacity of a racial majority that had oppressive inclinations.
Besides, the power reserves are likely to be with us for a long
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apartheid changes its atticudes. Second, those who exert thes.e
pressures will keep the initiative to influence cvents in their
hands. The Africans and the whites who oppose apartheid are
then placed in the position to cffect a peaceful revolution, wh.ich
is what South Africa reallv needs. Finally, the successful exertion
of these pressures would be proof of democracy’s effectiveness
in one of Africa’s most challenging situations.

The last suggestion in the program out]inec‘i above belongs
more appropriately to the phase of reconstruction. l?ut because
demolidion and reconstruction are complementary, it has been
included here to give focus to internal and external pressures
against apartheid. The Afrikaner’s fear of being swamped by the
Africans in a nonracial society constitutes a chall-enge that any
statesmanlike approach to South Africa’s race crisis must take
into account. _ _

The federal constitution—not an original idea, since quite a
number of organizations and leading personalities have advocate'd
it from both sides of the color line—would ensure that the Aff'x-
kaans minority had areas in the country it could regan% as its
“homelands.” Within these, it would be free to develop its cul-

ture and language and, at the same time, make its distinctive con-

tribution to the progress and prosperity of the whole. )
In each ethnic province, the language and culture of the domi-
nant group would become the main influences, and nonracis-ll.
areas would, of course, be free to adopt culrural patterns of their
choice. This arrangement gives each culture not only the soil, as
it were, in which to nurture itself, but the room for adapting_;
irself to changing circumstances, and it places a premium on co
. laboration, more or less in the way the different Swiss cultural
, gmups have one loyalty but different homclands. Thus, th
fikaans areas would not discriminate against the African, no
' - expect the Afrikaner to be treated differently in th
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We are dealing here with a very complicated human siruation,
in which there is no short cut to success, no magic formula, which
can transform South Africa overnight into a paradise for every-
body. We have to take into account the difficulties inherent in the
whole race crisis and the factors favoring change. Out of these,
we have to evolve a course of action that will enable people
on both sides to realize where their interests are identical; a
course that will make them move as far forward, without war,
as they can, in unity. If some people prefer to move as indi-
viduals, as the liberals are doing; if others feel securer when they
march as groups, as some nationalists on both sides prefer to do—
statesmanship should encourage both for moving forward rather
than block them by an inflexible and doctrinaire adherence to
the narrower aspects of ideological propriety.

The Afrikaner nationalist who rejects Verwoerdism and who
accepts race equality in a federal structure is already moving
forward. There has already been awakened in him the sense of
real South African nationhood. He is already struggling to come
to terms with reality. And if he is prepared to accept democracy
within 2 given constitutional framework, we should rejoice at that
and meet him halfway. He has covered a long distance by re-
pudiating the narrower loyalties that his group prescribes for
a good South African, Therefore, efforts should at all times be
concentrated on enabling him to see the democratic truth in in-
creasingly clearer light, since this is the essence of democracy
and good neighborliness, and a similar atticude should be adopted
toward the African nationalist. It is difficult to sce how national
unity can be created unless this approach is adopted,

The real aim behind the federal ideal is to balance conflicting
cthnic or cultural interests, on the one hand, and, on the other,
to ensure their harmonious coordination as a guarantee of viabil-
ity for the state, A community that had its cultural and linguistic
roots firmly established in its homelands would be in no danger

of cultural swamping. The right to secede would moderate the
rapacity of a racial majority that had oppressive inclinations.
Besides, the power reserves are likely to be with us for a long
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pose of exploiting the wealth of the country for the good of all;
and te close a chapter in our history in order to march to a more
satisfying future. Above all, the intention would be to build a
nation dedicated to the ideal of enlarging the human personality
in ways that will make peace, security, prosperity, and content-
ment the birthright of every South African. This is the ideal this
book has been written to present as the alternative to apartheid.
It is an attainable end, given the will, the leadership, and the
concern for realities. It prescribes that each racial group should
discard the irreconcilable angularities in is own arttitudes to
facilitate agreement on ultimate objectives. These irreconcilables
are expendable, particularly where the alternative would be war.
Movement toward the above goal has of necessity to be on
two planes that complement each other. There has got to be a
good deal of demolition—a clearing of the physical, mental, and
spirirual debris accumulated by the temper of the slave owner over
the generations. There must also be the will to reconstruct. The
destruction of apartheid will not be an end; it will be only a
process of clearing the way for something berter for all. To get
the best results for all, black and white initiatives would have to
be coordinated and harnessed in establishing the social order in
whose maintenance all groups will feel they have a vested interest.

Coordination has a special importance for South Africa at this -

moment in her history. It has the potential to become the most
~powerful influence capable of challenging apartheid successfully
sharpening racial antagonisms to dangerous extremes.
Mhas got to be built up now so that when aparthei
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violence and preserve stability because it will be supported by
people from all the racial groups. In shorg, there must be buile a
strong sector of opinion that will function as a nonracial buffer,
strong enough to check racialism from ecither side and con-
structive enough in its purpose to fill the political vacuum that
will be created by apartheid’s fall.

It cannot be emphasized too strongly that in a mixed society
a purely African victory will project the racial dynamic as the
decisive factor in the freedom struggle. If this were allowed to
happen, it would weaken the loyaltics based on values, perpetuare
the tradition of relying on group power and loyalty, and give a
new lease on life to race conflict in conditions where pogroms
could ultimately become inevitable. We have scen how the re-
luctance to build up coordination as an effective force has led
to a very important change of African atticudes to violence. 1f
the dilly-dallying continues, we might wake up one day to find
that the two moods of African nationalism have vanished and
that in their place there is a solid bloc of racial opinion. When
it challenges apartheid, it will ask for no quarter, as it will expect
to be given none. There is danger here, though, for the African
himself. Inasmuch as white domination is failing because it can
not break the spirit of the African people, a victorious African
nationalism inspired by hatred could never be in the position to
drive the white man or the Indian into the sea without reckoning
with a world opinion that, as Dr. Verwoerd has learned, can be
cripplingly hostile. For democracy’s victory to be complete, it
has got to be won by all the peoples who make up the South
African nation working in concert,

Reconstruction connotes the laying of new foundations in
place of the old. The long history of conflict between black and
white teaches that neither side can destroy the other without
losing a lot, materially and spiritually. Where this has proved to
be the case, the sensible thing is to abandon policies based on
conflict, sit down in an effort to agree on how best to live to-
ther, and seek to build on new foundations. The British tried
in 1852, when they gave the Cape a nonracial right to vote.
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In 1012, the Africans pledged themselves to fight for the exten-
sion of the area of liberty. But it was to take near.i_v fifty years
after the first Bloemfontein Conference for the Afnkan_er authors
of Delayed Action to realize that in the ﬁna.l reckoning agree;
ment on ultimate objectives is the only re‘hable guarantee 0
survival for the white minority in 2 predc‘munanl:}y- bla.ck com_:
nent. One cannot read Delayed Aetion without being impresse
by the sense of responsibility and the‘ mora! courage that. t:n-
s;;ired its writing or by the sincerity with which most contnlx;-
tors uphold the dignity of the person, regardless of race 01;! cc(nl 0-1,;
Here is the resurgence of a spirit many ‘fcared hac-i long 1cd :
the Afrikaans community. The persecution Maynier suffered is
1 or.
bﬂ';gzst:n;fvfeiopmenm indicate positve movements toward a
constructive goal, which gives hope to South 'Afnca. They are
milestones to guide all of us toward a just society, and‘thc tm;
dition they give expression to has its roots deep in the history o
the African, the Afrikaner, and the British. That it has not bce.:n
dominant in South African life is due mainly to the fac.l: that its
advocates worked virtually in isolation in their 'rcspecuve com-
munities. But the crisis in which the country is caught.n.ecm-
sitates an urgent revision of strategy. It is no longer realistic to
denounce apartheid from within one’s racial group; 35 a matter of
fact, to do so might be to invite defeat. Decisive, coordinated,
nonracial action is what the times call for if the country has to-
be saved, The British nonracialist, the African advocate of race
‘equality, and the Afrikaner democrat must join hands across th
"racial or linguistic fences in a vast and irresistible movement ol
: d political protest against injustice. Those who are com-

the highest potential to return South Africa t
mocratic sanity, to the only destiny we can loo
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really take anybody far. Over the last theee hundred years, it has
been tried, but it has not made life richer for black or white.
On the contrary, at a time when the country should be gearing
its economy to satisfying the markets opening up in Africa, the
republic is face to face with disaster from inside and outside. It
cannot be otherwise when most of the country’s best brains
waste more time planning how to erect double doors to public
places for the separation of one race from the others, The prob-
lems that clamor for solution pass by relatively neglected—for
example, the fight to raise the standards of living for all our
peoples; the need to remove ignorance, poverty, and disease from
our national life; and, with our nonracial resources, the opportu-
nity of furnishing the rest of sub-Saharan Africa with trained
personnel and leading the continent to the realization of a fuller
and richer life. These are the great challenges that clamor for a
coordinated answer from black, brown, and white alike. We can-
not tackle them successfully as long as we see our problems from
the perspective of the ghetto mentality by which Dr. Verwoerd
sets so much store.

Now that the goal has been defined, the question that rises is
this: How can black and white move toward it with any hope of
success? It can be done in two clear ways. The first is to con-
front apartheid immediately with economic disaster. Sweet
words, appeals to reason, moral pleas, angry denunciations, or
threats not backed by decisive action will not make Dr. Ver-
woerd and his followers abandon apartheid. It is too vital an
ingredient in the make-up of Afrikaner nationalism. Since the
separation of one from the other cannot be effected without
catastrophe of some kind, the choice is limited only to economic
disaster and war. It would require an advanced form of insanity
for anybody inside the republic to advocate the use of war as a
solution to South Africa’s race problem because an explosion in

this part of the continent could quite conceivably ignite a world

conflagration and saddle black and white in the republic with

problems of incalculable complexity.

Although well-aimed economic pressures from inside and out-
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side would crack the superstructure of. apartheid withopt pro-
ducing unnecessary bloodshed or widening th@ area of vmlcnlce,
the government has shown quite clearly [h':l-t its answer to agita-
rion; for reform is the bullet. Therefore, mufmal demands for
change can be pressed only to a very limited point unless we Tvanl:
bloodshed, for where the state is well armed and the Afncan;
are unarmed, it makes little sense to choose to fight on groun
where defeac is a foregone conclusion. On the other hand, thex.'e
is no doubt that the first people to feel the f:eh'(yck of economic
disaster would be the Africans themselves. Nh“.l()i.‘ls of them live
well below the subsistence level, and any collapse in the economy
would send them onto the streets. This, spme people _fccl, mihtate':s
against the use of economic disaster against apanhfld. The Aﬁl'l-
can, however, sees the problem from a wholly different angle.
To him, apartheid is but the continuation of the remper of the
slave owner he has been fightng on and off the battle'ﬁeld for
nearly three hundred years. He isona crusadcl:; hg h'fts paid d.ea.rly
in the fight to protect his being and uphold his dignity, and it has
been a fierce war, fought by every man, woman, and child,
every day of their lives, on every imaginable plane. So an eco-
nomic blow will not bring in new or unknown types of suffering
because when you go to war, you don’t expect to be treated

with much consideration by your enemy. .

Against this background, the African attitude emerges in clcaxe.r
outlines. The people argue that they are very much in the posi-
tion of the Jews in Hitler's concentration camps, from whlc‘h
there was no escape. If the prisoners could have spoken their
minds; not an inconsiderable number of them would probably
7 that cach time they heard the noise of Allied bombe
the camps; their hopes were raised. If given the choice b

mbardment of their camps and the return to th
lang s prisoners would have electe
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crumbs from the Afrikaner nationalist’s bloodstained hand. Ie
would be better to suffer acucely for a short while to bring our
misery to an end than to feel less pain indefinitely out of false
consideration for our welfare.

The Afrikaner nationalist will change his mind about apartheid
only when he clearly sces that it hurts him, that it threatens his
survival. Apartheid has got to be pushed to such an extremity that
the Afrikaner will see in it a threat to his security, for then, and
then only, will he change his mind.

The second thing to do to move black and white toward the
goal outlined in this chapter is to have a program of recon-
struction that complements the first. It would be based on co-
ordinated black and white initiatives. Its aims would be to fill
the vacuum created by the collapse of apartheid, to give the
Afrikaner nationalist an alternative loyalty, to extend to him that
respect and security that are his because he is 2 member of the
human family, and to free him from the grip of race hatred and
the temper of the slave owner, His history shows that it was not
until he came face to face with the reality of disaster that he re-

assessed his position and adapted himself to the demands of
changed situations. If the intention is not to destroy him, effective
pressures can be exerted with a clear conscience—particularly if
he is given alternatives that are morally sound and acclaimed by
humanity, do not injure his self-respect, and extricate him from
the claws of a Frankenstein he has created for himself. For it was
not until he had come face to face with disaster in the first South
African republic that he decided to come to terms with the
British. History might be repeating itself now, since he is face

to face with disaster again. The chances are that he might make
his peace with the Africans, but we have got to push him to this
point with the irresistible determination of just men,

The suggestions that follow are designed to facilitate demo-

lition. A separate program of reconstruction will be given later.

r. Apartheid should be outlawed, This should be done to serve
the limited purpose of confronting it with that type of economic

ter which will bring sbout its collapse withour impaiing
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the physical unity of the nation. Provision should be made for
speedy reconstruction. '

2. The free world should know chat external Pressures rem‘mn
the only weapon which can destroy apartheid w1th.out producing
bloodshed on a vast scale internally. The aparthmd‘ government
cannot reply to a Swedish boycott by shooting Africans. On the

other hand, the actual loss of excernal markets forces it, as the

sensational relaxation of liquor laws shows, to adopt more reason-

able policies at home. .
3. The United Nations should take over t_hc mandated territory
of South-West Africa and prepare it for independence within 2
prescribed period. The excision of suci? a large part of the apart-
heid empire, now that the chance to mco'rpornte th.e pr?tcct?;
ates has been lost, will confront the Afnlfane.r natonalist mm
that type of disaster which should make him pause to as: ;
self if apartheid sall pays. Again, he cannot murder chil rden a
Sharpeville when the United Nations acts in the mandated ter-
ntory-. o
4. ';'th dock workers of the world should blacklist apartheid sh.l.ps
and refuse to handle goods of apartheid man}afacm-rc. The Chris-
dan church in the free world should raise its voice ;I)owerfuliy
in support of this type of acton. It woul-d rmkc nonYlolen.ce ef-
fective. The church has up to now not d:.sun‘gx'nshcd itself in the
fight to defend its principles against apartheid’s attacks on it. It
is time the church moved in. _
5. America should be pressed to stop sul?s.idizing apartheid by
.  buying gold procured under aparcheid conditions. .
6. African states like Nyasaland should refrain from exporting
labor to the gold mines of the republic.
. Free-world universities should translate their opposition
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good-offices commission to make an authoricative stugdy of the
local situation, on the spor, for the purpose of working out a
formula or a program of reform likely o be supported from
both sides of the color line. A program of reconciliation worked
on the spot could be a formidable weapon when used as an
alternative to apartheid. United Nations denunciations of race
oppression would cease to be negative; they would have focus.
9. If South Africa continues to be deaf to reason—she is deaf
simply because the free world allows her to be—the free world

shiould make it impossible for her to continue to be a member of
the United Nations.

to. Internally, encouragement should be given to the habit of
thinking in nonracial terms on both sides of the color line.
Properly trained African clergymen should be appointed to
white congregations willing to have them. Nonracialism should
be encouraged on every possible plane. A white community
which showed it was changing its attitude would encourage sec-
tons of African opinion to want to negotiate a settlemenr. A
start could be made in this direction by representatives of the
Dutch Reformed Church meeting those of the Interdenomina-
tional African Ministers Federation for the purpose of examining
together the moral foundations of the relations between black
and white.

11, The African, for his part, should resist the temptadon to
gang up on a racial basis against the whites. Whenever the op-
portunity presents itself for an honorable settlement of the race
problem, he should show a readiness to consider it on its own
merits. He must be willing not only to shoulder responsibilicy but
to give leadership to both black and white.

12, The real friends of South Africa should insure that the legal
and political structure of the nonracial sociery to replace apart-
heid is a federal constitution, which makes provision for four
types of federating provinces—those in which Afrikaner inidatives
are the dominant influence, those in which the African has the

biggest say, those in which the British are the key factor, and
the nonracial provinces.

~The chief value of this program lics in the fact that the pres-
sures and crises it advocates can always be stopped the moment
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apartheid changes its atticudes. Second, those who exert thes.e
pressures will keep the initiative to influence cvents in their
hands. The Africans and the whites who oppose apartheid are
then placed in the position to cffect a peaceful revolution, wh.ich
is what South Africa reallv needs. Finally, the successful exertion
of these pressures would be proof of democracy’s effectiveness
in one of Africa’s most challenging situations.

The last suggestion in the program out]inec‘i above belongs
more appropriately to the phase of reconstruction. l?ut because
demolidion and reconstruction are complementary, it has been
included here to give focus to internal and external pressures
against apartheid. The Afrikaner’s fear of being swamped by the
Africans in a nonracial society constitutes a chall-enge that any
statesmanlike approach to South Africa’s race crisis must take
into account. _ _

The federal constitution—not an original idea, since quite a
number of organizations and leading personalities have advocate'd
it from both sides of the color line—would ensure that the Aff'x-
kaans minority had areas in the country it could regan% as its
“homelands.” Within these, it would be free to develop its cul-

ture and language and, at the same time, make its distinctive con-

tribution to the progress and prosperity of the whole. )
In each ethnic province, the language and culture of the domi-
nant group would become the main influences, and nonracis-ll.
areas would, of course, be free to adopt culrural patterns of their
choice. This arrangement gives each culture not only the soil, as
it were, in which to nurture itself, but the room for adapting_;
irself to changing circumstances, and it places a premium on co
. laboration, more or less in the way the different Swiss cultural
, gmups have one loyalty but different homclands. Thus, th
fikaans areas would not discriminate against the African, no
' - expect the Afrikaner to be treated differently in th
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We are dealing here with a very complicated human siruation,
in which there is no short cut to success, no magic formula, which
can transform South Africa overnight into a paradise for every-
body. We have to take into account the difficulties inherent in the
whole race crisis and the factors favoring change. Out of these,
we have to evolve a course of action that will enable people
on both sides to realize where their interests are identical; a
course that will make them move as far forward, without war,
as they can, in unity. If some people prefer to move as indi-
viduals, as the liberals are doing; if others feel securer when they
march as groups, as some nationalists on both sides prefer to do—
statesmanship should encourage both for moving forward rather
than block them by an inflexible and doctrinaire adherence to
the narrower aspects of ideological propriety.

The Afrikaner nationalist who rejects Verwoerdism and who
accepts race equality in a federal structure is already moving
forward. There has already been awakened in him the sense of
real South African nationhood. He is already struggling to come
to terms with reality. And if he is prepared to accept democracy
within 2 given constitutional framework, we should rejoice at that
and meet him halfway. He has covered a long distance by re-
pudiating the narrower loyalties that his group prescribes for
a good South African, Therefore, efforts should at all times be
concentrated on enabling him to see the democratic truth in in-
creasingly clearer light, since this is the essence of democracy
and good neighborliness, and a similar atticude should be adopted
toward the African nationalist. It is difficult to sce how national
unity can be created unless this approach is adopted,

The real aim behind the federal ideal is to balance conflicting
cthnic or cultural interests, on the one hand, and, on the other,
to ensure their harmonious coordination as a guarantee of viabil-
ity for the state, A community that had its cultural and linguistic
roots firmly established in its homelands would be in no danger

of cultural swamping. The right to secede would moderate the
rapacity of a racial majority that had oppressive inclinations.
Besides, the power reserves are likely to be with us for a long
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time, working to modify racial angularities; :tlthoulgh their forms
will definitely change in a free society, theit effccnvcn'css ‘w111 not
he entirely destroyed. For a long ome after emancipation, the
white csm:mmnity will still have the skills without \Vhl(l‘.'h a mod-
ern state cannot be run. The “acceprors” in the African com-
munity will not suddenly elect to abandon the Cult.ural amalgam
built on borrowings from all sides of the color }me. As mm:
Africans enter the skilled trades, more .wenlth will be created,
and it will be in the interests of the Afn.l-:ancr farmer‘ to have a
contented black community able and willing to buy his pr;:(?uce.
1f a collective racial mind has not dcvc.lo;-)ed among the A_m:ar.llsl
when political conditions favored i.r. it is doubtful that it wi
suddenly emerge when every Afru::}n has the opp:.)rtun:iry to
make betrer use of his life in a society that has rejected race
Pn‘;‘;:h ac:c merely at the beginning of a great experiment ir-x hun.zan'
¥relationships. It has taken us three centuries to get to this point.
i bably no

Three hundred years from today people will most pro y o
longer be thinking in terms of race. They will just be: Soul :

Africans. The narrow loyalties that belong to the childhoo
days of any nation will possibly have been ?utgro.wn, and men
will have learned that the individual has an intrnsic v?lue tran-
scending race. They will concentrate on'dcvelopmg‘ 1t.for ?he
purpose of enlarging the human personality and enriching 1if :
But until the advent of that happy day, every nerve ‘should I_m
strained to do what is just and possible—to lay the solid founda

ions from which a great African nation will rise. ‘

* Some Afrikaner mationalists might argue in all sincerity tha
¢ g ederal republic would be no guarantee

ym. The “homelands idea, of cours
e; but if they think it is good for th
« good for them too. If, however, what
1 ve. African is th
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If they want to have the lion's share of the land of Africa and
shunt the African majority to the eroded and crowded reserves,
the black man will not have much of a choice other than to teach
himself and his children to know no rest until they drive the
last Afrikancr out of South Africa, back to FEurope. These
realities must be faced because people are thinking and ralking
about them. If the Afrikaner nationalist is determined to keep
by farce of arms what he holds, he should realize that the African
will one day seize by force that which was raken away from him.
The emergence of African states will have been in vain if it does
not enable them to supply arms to the Africans in the republic
to redress a historical injustice. Force provokes force. It might
not be today; it must come sooner or later.

Afrikaner nationalists might say that, human nature being what
it is, the African would have every reason to want to avenge him-
self on the whites the moment he had the power to do it, and
this would rob the federal ideal of whatever value it might have.
It must be conceded at the very outset that in the last analysis
man has not as yet evolved a foolproof and permanent guarancee
of survival for himself. Since apartheid itself has not done this
for the Afrikaner in Africa, whar chance of survival do one and
a half million people have against two hundred million black
people? No, treaties, conventions, armies, and laws are no per-
manent guarantees; the only reliable ones in human relations are
the willing mind and the consenting heart, and it is these that the
Afrikaner is offered in this study.

The point about human nature might be pursued a litde
further. It is true that it is the same among all races of man; it is
characterized by greed, selfishness, and hatred—just as it is by
love, magnanimity, and justice. What matters, however, is not
that there is this mixture of vice and virtue in the human bosom.
Man was created like that, and nobody can do anything about it.
What is important is that exposure to given conditions makes man

+ either virtuous or wicked. The factors that determine his con-

duct are many and complicated-—among others, his environment,
culture, and his temperament. Thus, if the Afrikaner national-
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it sees the race problem from the angle of survival, it does not

follow that the African, who has been affected by different in-
fAuences, will view it only from the same angle. If fulfillment
for the Afrikaner nationalist lies in limiting the growth of his
personality and that of his neighbors, there is no valid reason why
the African nationalist, who has been brought up in a different
tradition, should not see fulfillment for himself in its enlargement.

No attempt is made here to deny that some Africans are think-

. . . . BECHUANALA
ing seriously of, and planning for, vengeance. Others are think- N s
ing in the opposite direction. That is how human communities 3
behave. Forces are at work in the African community that 5
souThwEST H
cA

move thought in different dircctions. This is as things should be
in a racial group that has been affecred in the way we have
been by so many conflicting influences. The wise thing to do,
then, is to note that there is as yet no collective, racial mind on
the African side and to be grateful that this is the case. It is to use
chis advantage to reinforce those who reject racialism among
the black peoples and to cooperate sincerely and effectively with
them to narrow down the arca of race hatred and lead South
Africa along safer routes to a better future.

The concrete first steps to take to achieve this end on the plane
of reconstruction include the following:

GRIQUALAND
WEST

(L]

" ORANGE
FREE STATE

(AFK)
NAMAQUALAND
(N)

KARROO
(AFK)

TRANSKEI
(AFR)

- 1. The immediate establishment of a nonracial, democratic, coali-
tion government. .
“The division of the country into a number of culturally
utoriomous provinces. (See map)
nion of these provinces into a federal republic.

AFK = AFRIKANER
AFR = AFRICAN

B = BRITISH

N = NONRACIAL

the Protectorates of Basutoland, Bec
e mandated territory of So

he suggested
d Baosuloland
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o Provision for territories and peoples who would later like to
join the federal republic.
10. The immediate and unconditional release of all political pris-
oners, the lifting of the bans, and the return of all political exiles
to their homes.
11. The procurement of active United Nations assistance in estab-
lishing the federal republic as an additional protection to the
minoritics and a precaution against the dislocation of the coun-
try's economy.
1. A minimum wage for all unskilled labor.
13. The recognition of the right of all workers to organiu an.d
bargain collectively for higher wages and betrer working condi-
Bons.
15. The redistribution of the land along the following !ines:

2. Heavy taxation on all land not used econormically.

b. The repeal of all laws restricting the ownership of land.

¢. The recognition of the right to ownership of the land by

any man working it.
d. The cutting up of large and unused farm lands into small
holdings for the purpose of sertling those who want to

work the land. )
e The extension of Land Bank facilities to all farmers, re-

gardless of race.
15. The encouragement of cooperative enterprise in the urban
‘and rural areas.
" 16, The break-up of the reserves into farming communities m
order to sectle in these places only people atrracted to the life of
m‘ R N

entific training and distribution of labor to raise the
productive potential.. '
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better quantitics of it at the disposal of the lacgest number
possible.

c. A natonal health, uvnemployment, old age insurance
scheme,
21. Cheaper rransportation for the working classes.
22. A uniform system of free, compulsory education for all.
23. Abolition of the color bar in every walk of life,
24. A positive approach to Afrikaner nationalism.
25. A joint white-nonwhite campaign to restore to South Africa
her good name and standing among the natons.
26. The establishment of machinery to make certain that the in-
dividual is enabled to make the best possible use of his life, re-
gardless of race.
27. The modernization of the penal system.
28. The recognition of the right to secede.

This program has not been advanced by any political party.
It is presented here solely as a basis for discussion, and it is in-
tended to show which way constructive thinking on the race
problem could be directed. Tts chief merit is thar it stands good
chances of being supported by people from all sides of the color
line.

A few specific points might require explanation, of which the
federal constitution is one. It would cut up the republic of South
Africa into no less than thirteen provinces of about the same size
each. Both the African and predominantly white groups of prov-
inces would, to start with, have more or less similar problems; but
to avoid polarization along racial lines and to facilitate agreement,
there would be a catalytic, nonracial cluster of states berween the
first two. The mere geographic division of the country, how-
ever, would be useless by itself. To be effective, it would have
to reflect a balance in the economic forces as well. The Afrikaner,
who is predominantly a farmer, would control the main gran-
aries of the country. The British would exercise power over two

“of the most important industrial areas and seaports. And the

can provinces would have authority over the vast coal fields

of Natal. Berween the economic power reserves controlled by
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the Africans and the whites, there would be the vast industrial
areas of the Witwatersrand and the western Cape, which would
be in the nonracial zone.

It is probably on the political plane that the balance would
face its severest tests. The mere giving of the vorte to every adult
citizen could very well become incitement to the Afrl.c?n under-
privileged to gang up against the p{iviiegcd minorities. Some
minority groups are convinced that this wouifi happen. To meet
this objection, the provinces would have the right to veto f:erram
types of legisltion which, in their view, threatened rheu-' cul-
tural autonomy. The federal principle would be u,iselcss in an
atmosphere charged with race hatred unless it. was reinforced by
the veto in clearly defined fields of legislation. Afrer twenty-

7 the veto could be dropped.
ﬁv;»]t)aci?ort is being made here to avoid rcalit‘ies. The Y.'hitc
community has, as a whole, been uncompromisingly hosu}e_ to
any suggestion that the franchise be ext_ended to n‘onwhlts.

The argument used to justify this is that it would !:.mng about

the swamping of the whites in a tide of color,‘and this argument

has got to be answered. In the first place, it is dangerously un-
realistic. The real issue before South Africa is no longer whether
or not the African will have the franchise, since the extension of
the area of liberty on the continent makes it only a matter of
time before the African gers it If he gets it with the assistance
of the whites, the chances are that he might reject the tempta-
tion to develop a collective racial mind. If he gets it in spite of -
white opposition, that could very well be a victory for black
 racialism.
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him and assures him of the support of millions wha have had the
same experience he has had. If he finally turned to them, the
fate of the white man in South Africa would be sealed. And if
Pan-Africanism is not attractive enough, there is Moscow or
Pelking. If he turned toward them, the white minority would
still stand to lose catastrophically.

White South Africa has to realize that it cannot keep the
loyalty of the African as long as its racial policics are a standing
insult to him. It must also realize that it now has serious rivals for
his loyalty. Although it is a tribute to his maturity and common
sense that he has up to now maintained a realistic atritude and
not fallen for the offers from outside, this position, it must be
noted, will not last for a long time. The African’s realism gives
the white man his last chance to bridge the gulf between himself
and his black countrymen, and he can do this only by offering
something more real, permanent, and attractive than anything
Pan-Africanism or Communism can promise. The only thing he
has left now is the unqualified franchise.

The problem may also be seen from a slightly different angle.
Ten years ago, there would have been better chances of getting
the African to accept the qualified franchise. The estrangement
between black and white had not reached its present extremes,
and the social structure of the country then had built-in shock
absorbers and safety valves. If the African could not vote in
parliamentary elections, he could invest his money in land and
trade in the towns like everybody else. If he was not on the com-
mon roll of voters in the Cape, he at least had token representa-
tion in Parliament and the Cape provincial council; if he was not
a skilled worker himself, he could send his children to the best
British universities in the land.

These safety valves combined with the racial power rescrves
to discourage the rapid development of the revolutionary temper.
Up to the 1930’5, the word “extremist” had connotations in the
African community that were almost as odious as those it had

among the whites. With the possible exception of A, W, G.

Champion of the ICU, few African leaders fele complimented
when described as agicators. But when the Afrikaner nationalises
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rook power, they smashed the shock absorbers and plugged the
safery valves; in their place, they set up a solid mental wall of un-
reason. No matter how reasonable African demands are, they
stand no chance of being reasonably considered by the present
government; what it prescribes, and only thart, is to be accepted.
And this, in turn, has created a climate in which most Africans
regard policies of moderation as a waste of time, as an encourage-
ment to apartheid. In this situation, the African regards the qual-
ified franchise as a subtle process of getting the whites o gang
up against him, with the aid of the more privileged nonwhite
gmum. e
Statesmanship would give the vote to every ciuzen beyond a
certain age and at the same time entrench in law a Bill of Rights
to curb racialism from either side. Such a bill would protect the
individual against power abuses, on the one hand, and, on the
other, insure that the courts of law were also the courts of
justice. The granting of the franchise on these terms would hav-e
the effect of encouraging African nationalism to abandon the agi-
rarorial approach and to concentrate on using political power to
improve the living conditions of the black people.
An aspect of the franchise debate that will become increasingly
important in the years ahead might as well be given attention
now. Although the ruling community always warns the African

“that he must earn his right to equal citizenship, there is no con-

stirutional machinery by which to tell when an African is fit to
- yote. There are no legal conditions he has to satisfy in order to
earn the franchise. In the absence of these, it becomes extremely -

cult to understand precisely what the white man means when
alks of the African’s earning citizenship rights. The real

It is about time serious atte
th sides will have to giv
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The extension of the area of political freedom would serve a
limited purposc if it was unaccompanicd by a corresponding ex-
tension of the area of ecconomic contentment. Where the gulf be-
tween poverty and wealth has followed racial lines for genera-
tions, it would not be enough for the state merely to guarantee
the individual the right to make berter use of his life. The laws
must insure that the wealth is distributed and shared equitably,
since the extremes of undiluted capitalism and Communism are
not suitable for South African conditions. A welfare state would
provide a practical system, halfway between the rwo.

The problem of distributing wealth might be seen from an-
other angle. The whites are the “haves” in South African so-
ciety; to a very large extent, they own the land and its wealth,
and their property also serves as an instrument by which they
perpetuate their dominance over the African. In other words,
property is a political weapon used for the oppression of the
African. Where the two moods of African nationalism agreed on
the use of violence as a weapon in the race crisis, property would
obviously be the first target to attack, largely for reasons given
elsewhere in this study. But once this happened, the Commu-
nists would come in to press for the destruction of property on a
vast scale to weaken capitalism. As capitalism and race oppres-
sion go hand in hand, the African nationalist would most prob-
ably find himself compelled to become an economic iconoclast,
demolishing property in order to cripple the racialists. In doing
this, of course, he would be playing the Communist game of de-
stroying the wealth he would later need to give stability to his
rule.

But then, the situation in South Africa is charged with ex-
plosive emotions, and people, unfortunately, do not adopt a
rational attitude in every crisis. African nationalism would prob-
ably resist with difficulty the temptation to use violence to
property as a weapon in the race fight. This would give it a

vested interest in hating property on the white side. The average
African would come to believe that property stands hetween him

and economic security. After gaining political power, he would

~want to declare war on property, and his numbers would ensure
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that he had his way. The cutcame would be a victory for Com-
munist attitudes roward property—or a forceful seizure of it
Sratesmanship could steal a march on the Communists, how-
ever, by offering the African a vested interest in property. It
could extend to him the right to buy land anywhere and to build
on it and give him the assistance to do it. It could ensure that
the African workers in the gold mines, in industry, and in com-
merce became shareholders. The worker who knew that he was
one of the owners of the establishment that employed him
would be interested in protecting the concern, not in destroying
it, and property would no Jonger be a political and economic
instrument for his oppression, but a form of wealth in his hands.
On this plane, a solid and nonracial core of property owners
would emerge to enhance African nationalism’s sense of respon-
sibility and weaken the Communist appeal. The worker and his
boss would stand shoulder to shoulder to protect the concern
in which they had similar interests. This is what is meant by co-
ownership. .
It would not be wholly improper to conclude a chapter in
which guiding ideals are discussed with a slightly emotional note.
For a long time, Afrikaner nationalism rode the wind, a con-
quering force. Then the wheel of history rurned. African na-
tionalism rose, and it is now riding the wind, a conquering force.
But man was not created to be forever crushed between con-
quest and counterconquest. His rightful destiny is to make the
best possible use of his life. The program outlined in this chapt
* is designed to enable him to start doing just that. It seeks to brin|
o the age of the conquerors from both sides of the col
' 1d to usher in the era of collaboration by enabling man,
“white forms, to make better use of
nd truly united nation out o
th Africa their home.

19 »« THE DANGER OF SWAMPING

white South African’s approach to the race problem. He

supports apartheid in one form or another because it
gives him security in employment, in politics, and in every other
field of activity, because it guarantees that despite the paucity
of his numbers he is in control of the country. If he were to
share political power with the African, he would be swamped
at the polls, black men would marry white girls, standards of
performance at work would be lowered, and he would have
to forego the comfort and the high standard of living he has
won for himself. If he lost these, the next thing for him to do
would be to quit. And that would be the end of him. To prevent
this happening, he must concentrate all political power and
economic initiatives in his hands. This, he belicves, is his only
guarantee of security.

He has, therefore, builc high protective walls around himself to
make certain that the African does not come anywhere near
sharing political power with him. Not a single African today has
th-e vote. Certain jobs are carmarked for people with a whice
skin, no matter what their qualifications or standards of efficiency.

RACD\L fears constitute an important ingredient in the average

3 And the African is being systematically deprived of ownership
- rights to land he has owned in some cases for nearly a hundred

‘Moreover, movement into and out of the urban areas is
__ ly controlled; the security police work twenty-four hours

433
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every dav to keep a sharp eye on the activities of so-called a.gi-
ratm::;; and any determined demonstration against race oppression
is suppressed with the buller. True, a number of Afrikancrlna-
tionalists admit that the system they have imposed on the African
is not just. But if they did not hold on to it, they argue, the
sluice gates of vengeance would be opened, and the country
would be drowned in a terrible blood bath. In other x}/or.ds, the
race consciousness they have developed with such asszfimry has
now become a Frankenstein that helds its creators prisoners.
For these reasons, it is important that the facrors against swamp-
ing from the African side should be outlined. In the last chapter,
the federal principle was given as a guarantee of C\':itura}‘ sur-
vival, but here we shall consider those inﬂucj.nc:i w;uch milicate
inst the type of disaster the Afrikaner natonalist fears.
aga;:'toiuti:zsp of the past have generally been guided by ide.a]s
or goals. When people rise up against 3 pan:icu!_ar way of life,
they are basically rejecting the principle on w}gc'h it is based,
for they cannot rise successfully if they are willing to accept
the principle against which they revolt. Professor Keppel-Jones
has said somewhere that revolutions are inspired by ideals that
are the exact opposite of those against which people rise.
In South Africa, the ruling community is committed to the .-
principle that the white man must remain master. The opposite of
this may appear to be the doctrine that the black man must re-
main master. Bur it is not. Rather, it is that the individual must
the master. For the white man here is a group, and the real
the group approach is the individual perspective. =
¢ first African converts to Christianity were baptized,
their own people repudiated them. They
themselves by their famil
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lives by the new values thar they taok on Western names, That
is how we come to have the Bams, Wauchopes, the Philips, etc.
These are real African families with a long history of association
with the Christian tradition.

The adoption of these names was an act of final repudiation
of the group approach. Jabavu the elder could not be persuaded
that the Bloemfontein Conference of 1912 was not perpetuating
the group approach. The leaders of this assembly themselves were
the products of the new tradition. Seme, as has already been said,
came directly from a refugee family which had been threatened
with death for its aceeptance of the white man's values of life.
The revolution whosc foundations these men laid saw men and
events basically from the perspective of the individual.

In the years to follow, this tradition took deep root in the
African community. It is not by accident that there has been so
much tolerance from the African side or that so much emphasis
has been laid on the realistic approach. These people were
brought up on a tradition that respects the person of the indi-
vidual, and over the years they have been translating this respect
into the refusal to develop race hatred by way of an answer to
white racialism. They feel that in their moral dimension they
have something precious on which to build a better society.
This awareness cushions them against every calamity from out-
side; nothing that apartheid is capable of doing will break their
spirit.

In their political institutions, they have given expression to
this awareness. In the fifty years since Union, not one unportant
African political organization has pledged itsclf to throwing the
white man into the sea. All of them, barring the 1CU, which
never sat down to work out a philosophy of scruggle, evinced a
strong humanistic bias. The result of this is that in spite of in-
credible provocation, the African in the South African republic

is not angry. But he is indignant against race oppression; for

him, apartheid is wicked, and he will know no rest until he has

- wiped it off the face of his country. Although he is determined to
do this, he draws the distinction between the. person. of the
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Afrikaner and the attitude of the Afrikaner. T_hc person is
sacred—so the religion of his ancestors taught; it cannot b;
changed. Artitudes, however, are things of tbc mind, acquire
attributes, which can be changed once the right argument has
b“"}’: ‘:;:dhnlf century following the establish.rnen: of r.h.e.Umon,
his political behavior and policies were basically empirical be:-
cause he drew the distinction berween the person anfi the att:r;
bute. He respected the former even whcn_ he was indignant wit
the latter, and this led to his avoiding heroic short cuts t.h:?t' prom-
ised dramatic successes. It developed a sense of responsibility ar;:
a regard for realities that largely explains the fact that Sou
ica is a relatively peaceful country. )
Afl‘:cfs Thcrcfom diyt;icult to see how a people \?rhese culture is
based on ideals opposed to racialism, whose hxs?cn_'y h‘as been
characterized by a strong, humanistic, and realistic bias, afld
whose outlook on life is inspired by 2 visible and powerful de:m'e
o create a berter world can suddenly tum arour'td, repudxa!:e:
everything in their past, and see in race hatred the light that will
lead them to their moment of fulfillment. o
The white man in general and the Afrikaner nationalist in par-
ticular are in a different position. In their homes, schools, uni-
versities, the Afrikaans churches, the press, and Parliament, they
are constantly bombarded with propaganda to the effect th‘al:
the fear of the African is the beginning of political, econoric,

se latter, on the other hand, having been brought u

‘holly

and social wisdom. Hatred and vengeance for them are their
instinctive reactions in almost any situation similar to the Afr-
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which to formulate its policies toward the African. It is hardly
surprising that in this situation the whites expect the African
to react as they do,

People whose humanity was denied, who were degraded for
centurics as a matter of policy——which continent did not buy
African slaves? —and yet survived did nor have much of a choice.
To defend their being and ensure their survival, their resistance
had of necessity to be basically humanistic. Now, too, in the con-
flict between the racial and humanistic dynamics, the African
does not have much of a choice: He has to take his stand on
the side of humanism because it holds out better hopes of en-
abling him to make the best possible use of his life. The moral
dimension is a spiritual instinct aroused by a historical experi-
ence, a historical habit of mind. It is the basic dynamic that
moves him to his moment of fulfillment.

So when the African chooses race equality, he is choosing a
route into the future that will allow of the enlargement of his
personality. He is not taking up a tactical positdon to destroy the
white man so that he can impose a black dictatorship. He is mak-
ing a declaration of faith. As a matter of fact, in his march into
the future the African does not think the white man in South
Africa is terribly important for his survival—or so important that
policies should be aimed at keeping a watch on the whites. Life
is too vast and the opportunities too great to allow of time being
wasted on hatreds that belong to the childhood days of the human
race.

Other factors militate against swamping, the most important
of which is the economic. In South Africa today, there is not
a single African home that has not been integrated into the
white man's economy in one way or the other. In the marshy
hinterland around Ingwavuma and in northern Natal, where
there are people who have never seen a white man or had a
glimpse of a train on rails, paraffin and sugar are used, taxes have
to be paid. As might be expected, the vast concentrations of pop-

o urban areas are completely dependent on the

my, but to a very large th :
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the reserves are alo dependent on it—to say nothing of those
on the farms., The advent of freedom will not transform these
people overnight into a self-sufficient community; i wijll ?nly
bring them wider opportunities to make better use of their lives.
While doing this, they will need money, food, and a roof be-
neath which to sleep. Therefore, in strict self-interest alone, they
will be compelled to retain the good will of the white man—
who has the technical skills, the know-how, for maintaining the
nation in a healthy condition, producing food for the millions,
creating wealth, and distributing it. He has been trainecli to do
these things, but the African has not. If, after emancipation, the
African tried silly tricks on the white man, the latter coul‘d
reply by crippling the economy in ways that are too catastrophic
to contemplate—for example, pack up and leave the country. Just
that and nothing more, and the African would be in for very
serious trouble. The good thing about the African nationalist in
the republic, whether he belongs to the heroic or realistic school,
is that he knows this truth only too well.

Tt would take time after the emancipation to carry out recon-
struction programs. There would be the difficulties of adjusting
to changed conditions—riots and strikes, for instance, the in-
evitable pains of birth into freedom. A stable economy would
of course contribute considerably toward their curtailment; but
in order to keep the economy stable, the African nationalist would
be forced 1o collaborate with the white community in plans to

. _distribute wealth equitably. If he did not, the Communists would

thel‘ﬁmmakc things awkward for him. Thus, the harsh fact

gmargesfrom this is that no matter how indignant the

sith - the: white man's present policies, he needs him

ynomic survival as' desperately as the white needs the
od will for physical security. o

swamping is defense. In the event
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linking the Fast with the West. If Sourth Africa chose to be
neutral, she would need a very strong army to defend her neutral
position and guard all her borders. But because that army could
never be produced from the 3 million or so white citizens,
she would have to draw very heavily for manpower upon the
African community. And if she sided with the West, she would
be in danger of direct attack from the Communists, and again
she would need a powerful army to protect her boundaries.
Whether or not war came, however, South Africa already has
a Communist problem. After independence, it would be mag-
nified and would present awkward challenges in its bid to force
the African government to surrender the country to control by
Moscow. The only effective answer to that challenge would be
the coordination of black and white initiatives in the defense of
liberty.

The third factor to bear in mind is that the African wants to
take over the country as a going concern, not as a shambles. It is
in his interest to ensure that neither his goals nor his methods
upset the delicate balances that preserve peace between the races.
Taking over in this context means that the moment the vote is
given to every African, the center of political gravity will shift
from the white side to the African. The disparity in numbers
alone will move events in this direction,

Finally, world opinion has shown very clearly that it dislikes
race oppression intensely. In the United Nations today, South
Africa stands virtually alone in the defense of white supremacy.
Her virtual expulsion from the Commonwealth indicates that
even within this family of nations, which still has its Notting
Hills and Naga problems, race oppression is strongly disapproved.
This attitude is not taken up because the culprits are white,
since mankind will pronounce equally severely against African
racialists. A complicating factor for the African rulers of South
Africa, if they became racialistic, would be that they would
need to do trade with the West—certainly to a fair degree. Since
they would most probably need skilled manpower, machine taols,
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loans, and capital, it is difficult to see the West rushing to sup-
ply these commodities to places where the whites were being
oppressed.

The unfortunate events in the Congo are hurled at the advo-
cates of a wider area of liberty in South Africa to justfy the
fears of swamping on the white side. The first answer to this is
that the real cause of explosions like the ones in the Congo zfnd
Angola is the restriction of the area of liberty and the narrowing
down of the opportunities for the individual to make ?cncr use
of his life. In other words, oppression bears so heavily upon
people that in the end they make desperate bids to break the
shackles which tie them to slavery. B

But the real point to be made here is that the critics of the
advocates of freedom for all miss one very viral fact a}:out
South Africa. There is a basic difference hetween the Africans
of the republic and those of the Congo: The latter do not have
as long a history and experience of contact between black and
white as the former. Integration has not taken place on as vast
an area in the lives of the Congolese. In three hundred years,
black and white have affected each other so deeply that tradi-
dons and attitudes uniquely South African have grown and de-
veloped.
~One visible result of this is that the Africans have developed
their nationalism and allowed it deliberately to grow along two
¢l lines. The other is that about fifty vears ago the various
A communities met at Bloemfontein, where they declared
tribalism. They decided to emerge as a new people in
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shed in the freedom struggle arises from the sense of realism
developed over the centurics,

The point can never be emphasized too often that the series
of compromises which made African unity possible in tgiz con-
tinue to be a moderating influence and will remain so for some
time to come. By the time they lose their potency, the Africans
and the whites will have learned what Professor Leonard Thomp-
son, formerly of Rhodes University, used to call “the habit of
collaboration.”

The oppression of the whites could very well boomerang on
African nationalism. The attack by one group on any other
could widen the fissions that always exist in all the commu-
nities of the republic. Even the Indian community, which is the
smallest, has its bitter feuds and delicate problems. On the Afri-
can side, there are few things which are dreaded in the way the
disruption of unity is, The fecling is that race consciousness
against the whites might ultimately, when it has broken white
resistance, become a Frankenstein that would ser the Xosas
against the Sutu and the Suru against the Zulus. The result would
be that the work of the Bloemfontein Conference of 1912 would
be undone, and the sacrifices of half a century trying to build a
new people would have been in vain.

Neither individuals nor nations commit themselves to a way
of life for the fun of destroying themselves. They take particular
courses into the future in response to particular compulsions.
The African has not rejected racialism in favor of cquality out
of a sentimental and naive regard for the white skin. Born into
humiliation, he finds a realistic atttude a necessity for him. If
he thought in terms of swamping, he would keep the whites a
solid bloc for the longest time possible, for each time he has
cracked their unity, it has occurred when he staged powerful,
peaceful demonstrations against race oppression. If he became
racialistic, he would unify them and justify the use of military
power against his defenseless women and children, The state

~ would then be given the chance to scatter the various groups,
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ultimarely destroy every trace of the uniry agreed upon in 19132,
and reduce the African people to a position of absolute im-
potency. Apartheid would be given a new lease on a virtually
trouble-free life.

Finally, in this list of reasons that militate against swamping
is the fact that there is no room for race hatred in African cul-
ture. As pointed out elsewhere in this study, the religion of the
Sutu-nguni group (before the advent of the white man) revered
the individual as the incarnation of a future ancestral spirit. The
white man’s conquest of the African was not so complete that it
made the latter abandon everything precious in his culture: He
adhered to his regard for the human personality. Even when he
was crushed by white racialism, he was, because of his numbers,
never driven to that point of desperation where he could see
salvation only from the perspective of race. The African can
claim, in all fairness, that he does not have a tradition of race
hatred. It has never been a potent ingredient in his history or

culture. And then, of course, the African has always had alter-

native weapons to fight race oppression: The buying of time to

build up power reserves forced the republic out of the Common-
wealth, and the isolation of white South Africa has led to hu-
miliating defeats at the United Nations. Although the internal
use of nonviolent resistance has not broughr about the repeal of
oppressive laws, it has certainly split the white community from
time: to time. The result has been the emergence of a climate of
opinion that has put apartheid on the defensive almost on every
plane. The serious and almost dramatic modification of the
quor laws nu;: an act of Afrikaner magnanimity; it is a realistic
prwsums. :he rcsult of ﬁ&y years of plan—
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realize how deep-seated, vicious, and depraved this harred s Tt
is impossible for a human being to go inside a South African
jail for nonwhites and walk out of it the same person; Fach ex-
perience with the police is an adventure into harred.

The remarkable thing is, however, that in spite of it all there
are still only islands of antiwhiteism, It is true thar under the
pressure of apartheid they are widening and might develop into
a new political tradition in South Africa.

‘When all these things have been taken into account, the area
of tolerance still remains sufficiently wide to justify bold and
positive experiments to extend the area of liberty. The possibility
is greater that the majority of the African people will want to
busy themselves more with improving their lot, or adapting them-
selves to the demands of the changed situation, than with wasting
their time emulating the race-hating advocates of apartheid,
This advantage will not be there indefinitely. A new era of turbu-
lence is opening, and nobody can say how it will affect South
Africa. One can, however, be certain about one thing—speed
and cffective action can still stop bloodshed in South Africa.



