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S HE internal and external tensions generated by South Africa’s
(ﬁ I racial policy have one immediate danger for mankind: They

transform the second republic into a sensitive spot in a tur-
bulent continent that is becoming increasingly involved in the
Cold War. This gives rise to the very real fear that the tensions
2D might one day get out of control and start a racial war, swhich

could, in a flash, ignite a world cguﬂagm;igq,ﬁh’hc moment it is
seen from this angle, apartheid ceases to be a domestic matter for

P('& South Africa. It becomes an issue of vital importance for humanity
A a5 a whole. The problems it has created are now of such a deli-
A cate and complex nature that they call for an immediate solution,
id as much by the black and white South Africans as by the rest A

Between the dominane black and white groups, there now ex-

ists a legal, emotional, and psychological no man’s land, to venture

into which means immediate and very serious trouble. If the

African tries to move into it, as the Pan-Africanist Congress at-
tempted to do on March 21, 1960, the white authority shoots to
kill. The shootings at Sharpeville, Cape Town, Durban, and
Clermont Township are proof of this. If, on the other hand, the
white authority provokes the Africans beyond a certain point,
they, too, shoot to kill. The murder of a mixed group of police-
‘men at Cato Manor some time back and the recent disturbances
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in Pondoland reflect the new mood of substantial sections of

African opinion.

Q@\ The race crisis has thus rea

own in the chapter on underground forces, 2 re

) tincident could star an ugl Th
prospect that any sane man can view with equanimity. It

Ve
‘R‘ Q# and decisive action on two distinct planes. Effective

¥ i

K%zyhrm o erted on the South African Government to
)
it

pressures must be ex: ; .
force it to abandon policies that the peoples of Africa as we
A
A
" &B&

the nonwhites of the world regard as a standing insult. Sec-
)
W

calls

iti i i be worked out

ndly, a positive alternative to apaﬁrg_k_\_e_ﬁ m_u?t :
thatywi.ll bridge the racial gulf,(give “’m the same
meaning on both sides of the color line, remove the fatal te.mwns,
and enable the republic to become a stabilizing influence in sub-

aharan Africa. Bﬁ(e &AM' O@((hm_f‘ H‘[J”m \
% { Pressuresican be effective, and a feasible alternative formulated,
5 only if T eactual forces/in the race crisis are more clearly u'nder-
tood; if their origins, history, records of performance, orienta-
‘Gons, and points of strength and weakness arc_more widely
known. follow, an attempt will be made to
give an (interpretative picture of these forces™qnd to outline a
program of action that indicates in fairly concrete terms—
: [ owed by the laws of the 1‘““‘““,’.‘.‘,3‘._?& ‘2{
is| feasible jin a society where the basic intention is to
¢guards against any man, woman, or child being pun-
having been created a member of a particular race.
tensions to objectivity are made in présenting this pic-
is difficule to see how one can be objective when his very
ced as a ‘matter of policy, where human resources
sted in order to uphold an ideological preference.
n the side committed to justice for the individual
apponent of racialism who abhors
comes from the right or the left. Nor
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i ‘When our perspectives are defined, we can then turn o aspe e

of the picture that have a special value. Among other things, the
picture has been designed to explain quite a number of political
riddles and mysteries and to correct dangerous misconceptions on
the Face crisis.; For example, the government encourages the be-
licf by the outside world that the real issue at stake in the race
problem is the clash of color. This gives the impression that on
on¢ side of the dividing line stand all the white people and on the
other, the nonwhites. The truth of the matter is that the op-
ponents of apartheid are drawn from cvery racial group. \
For very obvious reasons the nonwhites in general, and the
Africans in particular;Jead the revolt again amu: fight-
ing side by side with them is a small and determined group of
white men and women. These have not suddenly come to the
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2w CE - fore because “the wind of change” is blowing. They belong to,
and continue, a tradition that goes back in South African history
for nearly one hundred and fifty years. They made serious mis- 7~
takes in the past; twenty-five years ago, their activities were often el
- looked upon with suspicion, but they have since learned their \BS‘GZ
r) /Jj T lessons. The present generation of these white people shows itself B ;
/ ™ tobeas ready to go to jail in the fight to destroy white suprem- | < ::’,]
; g acy as any African. Adelaine Hain of Preroria, Peter Brown, the \_§Q-
/ t& national chairman of the Liberal Party, and Patrick Duncan, the ﬁ“?
x son of a former governor-general of South Africa, already know \E e
= the inside of a jail for daring to oppose apartheid with de- o
termination. Others, too numerous to mention by name, have “~§

; N
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had their lives almost ruined by persecution, bans, and intimi-
dation.

The participation of these people in the fight to destroy white -
supremacy is emphasized to underline the need to achieve a bal- &5
anced view of the race crisis, to put the hgg\g_xjoblcm)in the cor- o ’?
rect perspective. Humanity in general—and in particular the free .| égf}
peoples of Africa who rightly want to remove the insult of ap- .77 i
artheid from their continent with the minimum of delay—need =~ @)/
to know these aspects of the race crisis and to gain a realistic ap- ™ %
5Mf = Mﬁ Ap

&f Fhr b AN

- (Ze?%:’\:w RAGmaisen & Tty 74 Qi 15M
s N AN MTERNATIVG  [Contn s :



ﬁmmu At /m.ﬂwﬂ \mTMg s ff’f”m

ol .

preciation of their implications in order to exert cﬁectnvc pres-
against race oppression. Th -~ of South Africa

\Aul:; up the racial aspect to maintain_its hold on white opinion
within z% “borders. and to divide opposition in Furope and
America.

e technique incites most of the free peoplcs of Africa
to react by emphasizing race in their support of the oppressed in
the republic. When this happens, difficultics that favor the gov-
ernment arise inside the republic.
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'Dwy have, over the last - fifty years in particular, made rccog—
nizably realistic efforts to lay foundations for a society in which
the mdmduz.l, regardless of race or color, will be able to o make
~better use of his life. When they ask for humanity’s assistance,
ey do so because they realize that humanity has the duty to
support those who fight to uphold the dignity of the individual.
“Something else happens as the story unfolds. Those aspects
of the race crisis that baffle foreigners and most white South
- Africans become more intelligible—for example, the monumental, \*‘ F
7. ¥, almost saintly spirit of tolerance and sense of justice of men like C@'e&
! 'éLut.huh and large numbers of his people; or the fact that there is ’i
/& :sdll racial gomgd will side by side with race hatred and relatively
12 Jess bloodshed in situations where the persistent and continuous

Q“&

vocation of the African is the general rule.

¢can be stated briefly. I have been involved in the
pprmon now for nr:n:ﬂi_y_iw:____ty-fmm_z_gs— (e
-a political comiffienta ;,_jnﬂmm \qzﬁ.

ﬁmzlmn and gohncs when most of the
en whi lmﬁ the foundations for the turn
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"My_'qnﬂhﬁmons for presenting this interpretative méy, which
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\ On quite another plane, the emphasis on white initiative has '{3:
ven rise to the mistaken view that the Africans aré tyhehc}ples T ‘
! 2 ppm&;aﬁ ‘who need MESWEL‘}EE pity as a;swmnce S | ol
& In the pages that follow, the story unfolds of a ple ﬁght- = [ £
3 ng against great odds—sometimes succeeding =
b,f Kto_move events away from the goals pres -

)
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‘/}of them. Later, I found myself actively involved in nonracial
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the race crisis is taking were still active in public life. I lived and "‘R’

worked in close collaboration with somie of the most distinguished

“ﬁarrﬁ:'m

pohucs These factors gave me an_experience in African politics S

and a view of the race crisis that are unique, T have drawn freely
on these to introduce the reader to a world that he does not often
come across in the books on South Africa. This has been done in
the hope that it will cnable him to have a fuller and possibly

. clearer view of what is actually going on in the republic—as scen

through the eyes of a victim of apartheid. ﬁh: Arre, W/ RiTIE
Now, for a word of apology. | am painfully aware of the

Mf‘{fq.!

shortcomings of the present effort. The signs of writing in a E:::ﬁf
hurry—in the heat of bartle, so to speak—arc all too conspicuous. “s
To avoid them, I would have needed time and an atmosphere
that is no longer to be found in South Africa. This is not an ?J
attempt to cash in on the genuine and appreciated sympathy of ;}_:’
the world toward those who oppose apartheid. The plain fact is Pt
that the opponent of race discrimination, whether he has been =/ S
banned or is still “free,” lives in constant uncertainty about his - {
fate from day to day. Each knock on the door while this book - <,
was being written sent me dashmg to the place’in the | housc wh:rc %r §
I e 1 oy
e realized its &EEE seriousness when the police banged on the "E) -

oor after midnight to arrest me. Since then, I, like many others,
have been appearing in court on a charge that arises strictly from_
our political acrivities. If the courts find against us, each one of us

might go to jail for a_maximum 1 period of ren years.

This prospect has forced me to rush the writing of this baok.
1 snatched whatever moments I could between my not infrequent
appearances in court in faraway Johannesburg and the task of
straightening out my affairs in case the worst happened. For me
personally, these were not the best conditions for writing. All 1
could do, then, was to put my message down as briefly and
clearly as the circumstances permitted and pray for the reader's
indulgence.

Finally, T should like to place on record my very sincere
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thanks to the friend who suggested the idea of this book and to

others whose encouragement and assistance made its writing pos-
sible. T wish 1 could mention them by name. But in my country
today, one cannot take too many precautions to be on the right
side of the law, Needless to say, the views expressed here and the
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