dbane, bSwaziland S . . ;-T“ - ' -i“ ' S '_.j‘;tﬁ ' o
5 March 596)4 ‘ - ' ‘ ‘ ' . | L e e e

-

GMC: Would you tel] us about your first contact with the Youth League.r You were

1

,,.one of the Founders _weren't you? . . _ ’--47 j- o

. _ ' Yes, i was. The beglnnangs of the Youth League go right to 1939/40“-when,

o

. a8 it happened i went wrth a man by the name oF Moerahe (H T. ) He was. a teacher

e R

He was Sotho-speak:ng I am Zu]u-speaklng._ Both af us went to Durban and ‘he taught

at Durban.. He suggested to me the idea of a Youth League. He'd been to the B]oem—

- . -

\
fonteln conference. Prior to thls time | had not been to the Bloemfonteln confe:

-

L4

. of the ANC myself. |'d been to Provnncnal conferences. o -“;7 L
- ,
~GHC: You were a member of the ANC a]l rlght?

| wasn't then.

»

GMC' But you'd been to the ProV|nc;al counCl!s? : S Lo e

-~

-

Y‘ y- qulte ~More as a pressman real]y than anyth:ng else; ’ For llanga‘Lése'“"

iNata! I was |n a sllghtly pecultar posntlon w:th Ilange. The head of lt then -

He happeneéxto -be presuden—

of a sp]znter in. the Natal Natlve Congre%s. He'd been one of the founders of the.

ANC’ in 1912 and he broke away from his co]leagues |n the ANC and formed the Natal

mNatlve Congress - j‘f; WL . ."' | - o ST ;“\;
GMC: Why did he break away?

Partly persona}, and part]y because he felt that the ANC was becomlngfeétremus

. Exaqtly what he meant by thls 4've hever been able to. understand -~Apart from every-

thlng else, he was prinCIpal of Ohlange Co]iege He was its founder. He was a
moderate because he depended very muchvon government grants to pay his teachers. He

didn't favour'the :dea of belng too extremlst e . )
GMC: He: wanted to eep respeetabie h - PR RN
| ReSpectabie . .'. he sent delegatlons ‘I'n Fact he was.very hostlie to .

dlreet aetjons and everybody who Favoured dlrect actlon he opposed Thls was one of

the reaspns why he broke away fnom the - ANC to establlsh the Natal Nat:ve Con

t»'..

gress



TGMC: ‘whe‘n'did he '.do‘that?' S T

! can't remember preC|se]y. Dube wanted me to Join the Natal Natlve Congress

1. -

T

but 1 don t think thls was good for me or that Dube had done the wisest thlng by
breaklng away from the ANC. Consequently, l was in a s!ight]y eqU|vocal posation'
where my boss wanted me to cover Natal Natlve Congress meetings when my sentlments
‘;were with the ANC Up to 1939/&0 be5|des I worked w:th Hoerane. Thls is the

perlod when we worked with Moerane to establlsh what was then called the National_

Y %, '

-Unlon of African Youth lnsofar as l know these were - the beglnnlngs really,'of

_the YoutH League movement

My memory doesn't serve me very we]l here but what happened was - th:s.
Moerane_ and ! got together and a group of young men we establlshed the Natlona!
Union of Afrlcan Youth and he published a statement more or ]ess a brlef mantfesto,

-stating the goals that we wanted to set ourselves These were: (1) to stir up the'

pollttcai conscuousness of AFr:can youth (2) to encourage youth to partlcspate '

.more effecttvely in the poltt:cal struggle (3) to set thg pace’ of movement towards

our goal of freedom ourselves. In other words “we were attemptlng to wrench the
T ——— T TF TR 1R ol

|n:t:at|ve to |nfluence events from the Whlte rulers.

ol

———— e

Moerane was a teacher, unfortunateiy, but we appointed him head of the'moﬁef

ment. - | was Secretary, N
GMC: How manY beople were there'in??t? R - - : I
) can't remember, More than a dozen.--_ | - R

NS: Was it l:mlted prfncupa]]y to Natal? L .l o .;' B ;“ v 7';rlu

Yes, at thls stage !t was’ short Ilved, as I am golng to exp]a:n '"No' A
— T E .

soonher - had he |ssued the” manifesto than the chlef |n5pector of Natrve Eddcatlon

e

A

thlS was hls tltle at the tlme, came down very heaV|Iy on Hoerane, Saytng, Now Took

remember you' re a teacher, no pol:tics For you. }- cou?dn -t take over because my

s

boss was Dube So thlS meant the end of the- Nat:onal Unlon of Afr:can Youth

\u.

GMC: So :t only Iasted a few weeks?




A 13tt1e-over3a~year.”fi*_:- N I '- h'“',"ﬂ A

' Then | transfered to the head offlce of the Bantu press %n Johannesburg.

"_Thts was 19&0 I thlnk

other

.GMC: Before you get to Johannesburg, dld you have meettngs to whichﬂpeople came?
Yes, qute.. Every weekend we met. Begu]ar]y._' I \\;i , |
. GMC _ For_several hoursi___aqtaﬁhhﬁmﬂ 4 éb"“'_“_e_;;atzx;;:_me_ata
hHYes, qulte. \

& .We met mainly on Frtday eVenings or. SatUrday afternoons Th:s

-~

,eommittee.- we even had a commlttee.' | remember we had a dupllcatlng machine

When the col]ector (7) found us, he |mpounded the dup]ncattng machane as we]l CAnd

publlshed some form of news]etter.'

GMC' what was lt cal]ed?

. Coe . . . ) - . e -
-.*h\ ! ' )

_rficén’t-retall-now:'I-think we called it NUAY Newslatter. | don't have
= . . . . . ' ) . - .
copies of |t riow., . N

- GMC: . And du]you pub]tsh just around Durban, or did you go into the lnanda area?

L we went far afleld | remember now One of our supporters came from’

Hapuma]o beyond Stanger, about 70 mlles from Durban._ We had members from Martlzt

burg as well

«-..._.._,_____,_g__ l,,.__.,. . N e e ST ——— - ‘
GMC . Were they mOStI Y teache s ? T * T e e

1 don! t remember that we had gone beyond Mart?zburg

- Yes qute My age group, most of us were comparltlvely young

So that was the end of the’ Youth League. And about aﬁyear ]ater ! was.

-t transferred to - Johannesburg There I met qulte a number of young men, some. of whom

-t

I had been at school with at Adams and ve{y many of whom had been to the Bloem-

fontein Annual Conferences of the ANC e - - 't;--lfféiJ

' ~GMC You hadn t yet been to one?

; 1

No, “f hadn t yet been.T l was not a member of the ANC In.fact N Wasn't
unttl I got to. Johannesburg that f Jo:ned the Transvaal ANC Th:s\should be 1940

“ln- the ANC J met qu:te a numbEr of young men wath whom we were ]ater to. co!]aborate

~ ¥ - -

The most oustandlng oF them was. Ashby Peter Mda

-

'|n fonmlng the Youth League



- s e

GMC:‘ The one who is in Basutoland? _ B

QU|te N had the highest respect for hlm In very many ways’ he also |nflu-

enced my own attitude, Flrstly; he'd been to the Bloemfonteln conferences of the

.J

;/ ANC several tlmes And 1 thought h|m at the tlme - and l stlll thlnk now - that

CRS

// he was one of the finest pollt:cal bralns produced by my communlty.' Ofncourse'the

’’’’’ B T ,. ./\M.
other thnng that attracted me to h;m was hls host|l|ty to communlsm, even at that
. M-—*’"“"“ﬂ-—‘"*x —t e i NP SRRRPE R

He took up a very reallst|c attltude He Felt that it wasn' t 1mportant Fo

kus at that=stagesto declare War on the communlsts ln the sense that we had to.

expel them from thehANC We were too weak th:

'strengthen the ﬁNC we should do so. there were very heavy pressures in the ANC to

expel the Connunlsts at that tlmE.

GMC: Even among the senlor members of the ANC?

Not the senlor members, but the yohnger members - our age group. . The leade

_____________ — _ L’,,
'of thzs Antl-Communxst crusade was Anton Lembede. C

. GMC: He wanted.to expel them?‘ o . —t'_* S o ~_
'Tié?f - Yes. He-was- m:lltantlysantl-Communlst —My--own - thlnk{ng was.nearer Mdals,
] ‘
Also, of course, one was afrald of bringing about asplit, in the ANC.

r-

PSS L

GMC: Why were you S0 opposed to them? N 5“ - ﬂ“tt#'

&

;;/L; gartly Gdeologlcal reasogs, and partly because my background . .] I come

/ from a land

-ownrng famdlxt_ So it was'partly famzly and partly my assdtlatlon wuth

| 'Adams College Ideologlcally, in any ‘case, my methef was old tradatlonallst:c, in

the sense that she belleved |n herolc soTut:ons to the Face problem My father was

.

sometlmes embarraSlngly real:stlc. l Suppose ;t's very largely becauSe of his

Sy

|nfluence that | became a non raclallst and a llberal

>

Father-set the greatest

I

: store by the values that one adhered to._ He. reJected race as a crlterion by which

. to fux the posntlon of the |nd|vndual in soc:ety And he argued that we couldn t

e —d

—

, ‘say that all whlte men were evul, JUSt as they sa:d that all black men, were lazy.

© -
o . oo S— : e Co-
[ T .. - -y Co T T




GMC: .So there's. no partlcular eVldence that he was try!ng to maneuver you?*-

_ I te!] you quite frankly I haven t- any proof Mda would probably have it |F

Bt there was ‘any. ev:dence at al]. But L-don t. s _ L
~\ J———— i o ) ST A

',GHC So on your sude you hadn' t the feeling of belng used by .

]

- Not by. Nkomo - certainly. Not-at that-stayge. .Mt;_%:v_;;_;___i} ]
. _ n y o ) S g
GMC: Or anybody’ e]se who was a Communlst? - Co

Certaan]y not the Youth League

[

- BMC: In fact, it was the Opposite direction It was an attempt to get away from .

5. Xes., quite.. we speclftcally set up the goal of\seeing to it that we destroye

[ the Communist :nfluence in the ANC. At one stage, now that we are talklng about lt
| am not “too 9u#e that Wllly Nkomo,was altogether unhappy that he'd lost the leader

sh:p of; the Youth League. ‘Because |t was mov:ng progress:vely to the rzght in

-

‘t"
hostlllty to the Communlsts and he mlght have been embarrassed by :t lf he had bee

mh e]ected leader.

GMC: Was there ever a chance that~he might have been elected leader?

“““Because”of his cgmmunFSt connectfons, no.

e .- S SN

.
T — e et . SIECEE .
- .y —

GMC: 'But because of his pOS!tlon in the provisuonal committee?

T e it

No. Supposing he had not been a Communlst e don t thlnk:though that it

wou]d haVe been probable for hlm to be elected. This was a handtcap SO far as the
__‘a- \
—~sinner conference of the League was concerned And they wou]d emphasnze the fact,
/s

ra]ly, to |nf1uence oplnlon

GMC: l've heard another story about the, Youth League -'that it started out in meet

lngs whzch were held in Ballinger 5 offlce ln response to- Se]f Mampuruﬁs appea] for
help to become Presndent‘pf the TransVaal ANC.: - d‘f" .f - _‘ }j'., ’t.' '.v“

My word. That's vesy |nterestjng.' That's the flrst time I’ve heard of |t

But Tet's see. L R . S f'n' i' ',x%

—

—

. erMQ: Se]f Mampuru wanted to get support of young people and subsequent]y then d:v-
orced hlmself from that group and went on to the Afrlcan Democrat!c Party, but

"_,those people that he had brought together to discuss the mobsliz:ng of youth

. - ———— .



Support of his candtdacy then contlnued to meet and out of those meetlngs came at

'"least one of the sprlngs of the Youth League

l see. Strange though because he. wasn t particular]y Industr!ous in the

efforts to estahlrsh the Youth League.. He put in an appearance now and then more

'because it"was the- fashionable thang, rea]ly. ‘He didn t- p]ay -a- role-*mlf thns-was

-y

”sald of Nkomo, then 1 would say that the story is cred|tab1e
y .
- GMC: Thls was rather not that he took an acttve share in forming the Youth League
‘t_ N
but that in.a_sense he provuded the reason'._. (end of tape)

GMC: LEt!s JUSt follow thls up. You said . You were placed in'a unlquely advantagec

o

' posution Did you remain a reporter al! through thrs perlod? e
-es:"! qul‘t‘@ | ‘-'I | - |

ﬁhC:,.where did you nrite;about theee oe&elopments or dld you? e _

‘,E N Part]y |:>the BANTU HORLD Let's go’ rlght back to IIanga Lase Natal f%ret;

. and the BANTU ORLD but most oF it in IMKUHTLA YA BANTU

GMC: Because I‘ve often thought of you as. wrlt:ng in INDIAN OPINION

”_;m_;h“ And of,course flnally in INDIAN DPINION Very. much later _and more oplnlonal

il e e e

- T T I

- --._,_,.... T T

R —
¥ R e e T — -l-n..au

“really. I think IMKUMTLA YA BANTU WOuld be mos t helpful : T

GMC:  And that’ wou]d be the peraod oF the Youth'League?

”/\ ] edlted{lMKUMTLA from 194 onwards to about 1952 So it would cover fﬁat
1 .‘

perlod which was one of the most :mportant For the Youth League

‘

GMC You don t know where we could f:nd thls? *_ h;_. : _ .

B - : . A

' Government Archlves Pretoria. - reported it as lt went along.ue"

K

GMC&‘ And before that would :t be the BANTU WORLD?

: Yes From 40 to 'hh There was ahpecu1tar set-up |n the World l dsdn t

write freely or as profuse}y as, in Lnkumtla. Host of It was. wrltten in Engllsh

We were a mlxed group._ “We: spoke a varlety of Ianguages J f' . e 0

ffGHC: Moﬂt'of your d:scuss:ons, say, in the”Youth League would have peeh-in-Engljsh;

wou]dn t they? S : : O ; LT S

- . v : . » L . ) . ¥
g . . i - . . A

-



- It would ‘have beéh tmpossable to have them |n any other ]anguage ~ Not all of
ra .

- us Spoke Afrlkaans Eng!nsh was the only common factor._
: e

ok e N »

thC: ln that Youth League group, you were mostly professlonal people weren t you?

At the time yes. But qu:te,a number of the people were students as we]! Pec

llke NETson Mande]a, for lnstance. Professional and buelnessmen. Walter Sisulu was

 an estate agent S :'-_ e '-g-_if s o ',?;_ L

GMC: Who among those people was lmportant orlglnally.
. 3

o T . R - n

- Sisulu. ’j S -'t'” “**‘**‘4———~~—w'w~ Tomte a0

GHC:"Dld he have an lmpertant posutlon rlght from the beglnnlng?

No, not an |mportant pos:tlon Let's-see fow. He was_one of the most enthus-
R

~

iastlchand dlisﬂent workers From the very beglnnlng Another'person who was very.

-*hlghly thought of was Oliver Tambo., o . ~if '__' "

e

-GMC: whv was he hlghly thought of? For his e!oquence I

For two thlngs. His lntegrzty ‘and, of course hls tntelllgence

'GM?£- Would you say he's more |nte11igent than Slsulu?

'““ttﬂevﬂNoecomparlson. lt s .the. flrst tlme I've thought of a comparlson Let=me-l

explain the dlfference between the two men. Sisulu's lntellectual endownments are
"---—-——-.._.______ ——-'

-\..____

- - - - - *—__'_——_"—_‘—q .
on the: 1imited side. Hels a self -made 1 mang whereas Ollver was Gilfirversrfy many,
}

————

e
He lmpreSSed me w:th h:s balance of Judgment ' SISU]U was a hard worker, a dlltgent

\ = - T

bman who was prepared to do any job and thoroughly to see that |t was done. . 1t was

.-
’ .. W "

" a major contr;butlon You could event say that whén It came .‘. He was the sort

e S B e I S

-of man who would sit up for nlghts up to about 3 or h in the morning, gettjhg state-

;ments out, dUp]icating, doung | work sort of at that levei _Tambo featured

verv large]y on the plane of contrlbutlng Tdeas

GMC: So he and Lambede-and Hda were all ln.the idea groub.;"

- -

—_ -

IJ _"Quite. Also I was lnfthat group | Mandela'waS‘a etuoent at the, University

( He didn't feature very promlheht1y._ Not at the begtnning But shortly theHEafter
. Q_——s‘_‘_____-'_-_‘____ ________ -
S

\\he certalnly rose to emlnence.. He became one of our finest orators. - B
o R . . FLoal

5 . . —

GMC: And did heaoommand-aulotcoﬁ respect?;q" T B



e

In the Youth League, yes " -There was always crrtictsm thaz//e was ]azy and

more or less;interested in focuSEng_the 1imeiight'on himse - certalnly;leked

e

htm for his abfltty to dellver hlmself very persua5|ve/y._

”‘QMC: What about Duma Nokwe ? ';'5 o L f////‘ | T

A

Godfrey Peechxn (?)

'GNC}_ Did you feel he was |mportant person? He s a modest ﬁan.‘__

P certa:n]y woutd not p]ace him in a category wlth men llke Hda Lambede
Or Tambo, "or Sksalu for that matter, He was more a camp fo]lower._
. GMC: That 5 what he says himself. ‘Why did you drop ocut in 'hh? ‘Because you
.. v " - .- - - . : . " ,.‘ - . k I . .-

left Johanﬁesburg?

Yes. I went back to Nata! to edlt IHKUMTLA YA BANTU And then, of Course,_

Congress :
_ GMC: So yo&”ﬂééﬁi[f:ed Yourse]f with the ANC? %i;éyyfi::%:wa;T:::T?ﬂ?:ﬁ:hngiggaaél
l Comp!ete]y.’ : | o o S
GHC:‘ And what was the s:tuattpn when you went back? | h:m _h | -1 :;!, f;, h.\;

We]], the Natal Nat1ve Congress, of course domlnated the: scene_ in Nata], SO

the first task I set myse]f was .to’ establtsh the Natai wing of the League.' l be-

.

.came its presudent In"hS I thlnk almost, " We sef about destroylng the Natal

‘Natzve Congress. l'thlnk by 1946 . ,_.-what we. did was we finallx_§E§E£9X§§ the:
nNata] Natlve Congress, unlfled the prQV|nce and .got_ It to ldentlfy itself WIth the o

¢’
Fﬂﬂg_i Task number two, We]l thls was my personal one, now, and tt s one that l never .

X

iooked back to w1th much*happ:ness The next was to bun]d ‘up. Luthull push_to the’ tor
'GMC: Why do you say you don' t look back on it with happiness? L

»



R Ty . e - — ] o .

...'. R "

ln a sense lt'S trag:c. { had falth in"Luthulfi, Not so~much :n the qua]:ty

((
of hls :dea]s }lt was his character, hls integrlty, that |mpressed me., And I ;
_______._.—-—-——-—-*—e-—-——m___h____“

Felt -1 see now that I was very wrong - l did feel" that |n the struggle agalnst

- two forms of totalttarian:sm his moral and phy5|cal courage wou]d be the sort of

.

thing v . well, weuld make hlm a tower of strength in crltical moments _ And that
“ .
wou]dn t Iose polltncal cause or directaon.: Very many\Unfortunate deve]opments took
/ place. And certatn conf]icts even .n his own makeup came to the fore. I had the

1 .

feellng to a very Iarge extent that. he encouraged Communists to take over the ANC.
_ N

That s why 1 think It's traglc N sLe it now as. a persona] tragedy The fallure
--"""‘—-—_*_ S ) .. - ’ . . . . . - .
of an idea. -~ . : '; R f- N 1 $\\\g
GMC: What "about-dhe role of Champion?' T L. : -

As you know he started Ilfe as a labour ]eader. He eplit'the ICU and f:nally
he]ped in. crushlng the cause. He is one fellow who Feels no sense of embarrassment
_when'he says:_ | am the incarnatlon of perfection. Hls»career, however; has been

:,progreSSlVely in the dlrectlon of collaboratlon - And to a very Targelentent our
———— = . . - C :

QUarre]s wnth hnm werewon thzs issue, = ” ' .. :'. o ///

. . . e

e B e

GMC: He was pretty antl-lndlan - . ‘ h" - ,f_"hifﬂf**“ff“‘“” o

Yes.
GMC: l presume you fe]t that Luthull worked very c!ose]y w:th the lndlans.;_i
_ . MY
B No, not at altl. W1th the Commun:sts, not the Indlans ' Unfortu@ate!y, it

r

happened that the Communlsts were also Indians. i myself worked with theﬁlndians.

- GMC:  OfF course well you were WIth Gandhi., - what about‘the 1948 \/15\|t '49 . the
. Nata] !nd:an Riots? Have you any reason to suppose that any respon5|ble African

_leaders were connected w|th that?

B

No, not ‘at all, But very many of them were sympathetlc Itfs one of those
partlcular deveﬂopments in hlstoryé i have a}ways been very keenly snterested in-
it myself. ' v |

- . ! . . . E ‘.-. . ! /r .
L. ST ST o . : . .
CGMC: It seems tome it was. quite a crucial point.



Quite Crucza] for me a]so personally. o S { SR 2

_GHC:' You were there wrltlng, 1 suppose. S o

'.’_ ~

-tes,-quite. It was-a turning ponnt in the evo!ution of my attltude toward

-

;the race questlon Thts made me "a llberal

GMC: why, because you fe]t that this was such a dangerous ; ; .?'tVﬂ \h.;f du
i;,a | Initially . .‘. to this tame I thlnk of myse]f_aswhav1ng been an ntel]ectuaI
. \ Egg:;ggialiittt I remember that it was extremely difficult for me to Tlft an Indlan
'bhby or,touch an Indzan chi]d - b didn! 't have lndlan frlends. And } dldn't fee!

~ that | lost anythnng_at all by thss. l was primartly concerned wlth the task of

assertxng Afrlcam initiatives./ The rattona]e I used N suppose was that we are

'desp|sed by everybody else and we are the most backward, SO, we had better look afte

OUFr _own - house | More or less my th:nklng was simalar to the PAC Indlan Coloured

T ——

Whlte, please ‘now; don t compl:cate our task of putting our house in order. When
‘We are through wlth thls bu5|ness thenfhe will treat you as equals. There was of
, Ny

course~1mpl:ed xn thls that those who have been sznned agalnst most have the ‘monopo

\Mf of ulrtue. The riots shattered that 1 belleved in: Afrtcan natlonallsm as.a. creed

>F Qf-EElXEElSE;, But\also ! believed in it. as an |dea] e t" When 1 saw L
reality now dn actlon, all\ygllness was - ‘ and'l was.shattered}“'i‘be_
. rcame a ]tbera] . -s\\; 'hf_ I "-‘ ?ﬁ.
- E“EA*#;;:;F;;;HZne oflthe peop]e that‘went around the townshlps trylng to stop them
| Not on]y went around - was a membeL of the Executlve Commlttee of the ANC,
'So that ! was feellng |nvolved pollttcally in thls\~h|ng .

And you think the weaght of the ANC was. thrown agarnst all the th:ngs that'

T were happenlng o ';, . N . .\;\\ B
co ¢ : - , .

Even Champion, in- Splts of hls antn-lndlan preferences went'o

of his way..
A

- l am Incllned tothitik that the Youth League dld more than the ofFIC|a1:;E?\\

Al

GHC:  He hints darkly at other thtngs

&Me:™ And you still fe]t yourself apart did you?

N . -
. . -



: Yes, rlght through ‘the tsme Champ+on was’ presndent ' It wasn't that we liked it
any more, _but we were now forced into It. By Cﬁnmp:on 5 hostiltty to the League

GMC:. He was really hostule to-the League, was he?

T LT — e
- i%pix___ He made several efforts to expe] us from the ANC] F\f
o

GMC:  You mean from the Natal ANC? f'" T ““'f“‘m~—

\ T e

Yes. And even made efforts to persuade the head offlce of the ANC not to

recognlze us . It was when Xuma started belng sympathetic to Champlon and. it cost
Xumaghls leadershlp of the ANC. ' '1, : a‘ ‘ B b _ -éﬁ; 'Tf‘“
thh" [ thought you turned agalnst hlm, in the end be;ause he wouldn 't accept your |
constltution. T ;[' - T ph. T 'TI

- o . ' :

L~
Qu:te a number of factors came in: there now. But one.- of the mOSt decisuve as

far as the Nata] League was concerned was Xuma S support of Champlon

R

GMC: It wasn 't so much your de5|re to form Xuma anto your pattern as - |t was that
you dldn t like his support of Champaon - | " ey
\There were quite a- number of factors “n the Transuaal the issue was very o

'largely the pattern that Xuma accepted whlch wé didn't’ llke The_old-guard attltude.
- . . * _
The quarrels wlth the Leagud on that p]ane were sharper in the Transvaal In Nata]

emphasns was on the re]atronshlp between Xuma and Champlon. There were undertones

also of the constltutlonal « .. well, with Xuma's making a mess of the constitut\pna]

posntlon and that h:s attltude |n fact now would lead us to defeat and that he
wasn't able to manage the Communlsts as we]l as we dsd There was another aSpect

about which | was 50mewhat . st weII l suppose at thls tsme my attitude was some-

what equivocal.' Xuma was gettlng very frlendly w1th the Indlan Congress and crltlctSm _

was ralsed in the League that, whereas we had set out to asser

he was-trylng to underming our movement . toward thls goal.

-
-

GMC: Did you feel the Dr.'s pacts’ for |nstance dld th|s?

L™

/’

- Oh yes, Dadoo, Nalcker, ‘and Xuma? ‘think thlngs were inflamed more when Dr "

Xuma. went to the Unnted Natlons wlth Rastonzr (?) This cost: hlm a lot. The pacty

-well we got It more as ISSutng ineVItably from the commxtment to’ Rustonjee

: ., T -_-'
S . ‘

o AR ".\‘
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GMC: * You feel that when he made the dBCISton to go- w:th Rason)ee that thlS wasJ

already a klnd of acceptance of his’ Ieadershlp? A
Quate

GMC: And you didn't. have much faltn in RastonJee? ' _"‘.

In a sense, it tended to undermlne the pOSltlon that we had taken as a League

namely that we wanted to assert Afrlcan |n|tlataves So lf we went back now to

getting the Indlans to lead the Afrlcans . we were 90|ng ‘back to the posution assumed

by the Communlsts

-y

GHC ~ Why-do you thlnk Xuma supported Champlon so much? ™~
Champton was . a determlned fighter. Xuma needed allies and he_couldq‘t control
the League at <t . The Youth League. ln*desperatioh .“--.rHere were two men both

of them threatened by the same enemy, the Youth League And both were forced to

»

poo] thesr ‘resources.

'
Ser "

GMC: - Champion has always been a bit apart from other African leaders, hasn't he?

He anerube_didn't get along?
Ly Yes. ) ‘ . - - - . . ' . - .\ o ] | X ‘ ) .. -

GMC: | never understood quite how Champlon got hls posttlon in the ANC at all,
7 'm lnvolved in that. Again, it was, ‘an extremely unhappy eplsode but I .am

happy about\;t myse]f because the outcome .. Lt;§ very curious. What happened
- '- N

ywas this, In the effort to pave the way for Luthuli . . ., More or-%ess 1 was_ in the
posntlon to |nfluence events because I edlted IMKUMTLA at thls ttme whlch was” used

as the organ of the-League. . | was pushlng Luthull. to the top in the League and it
|

Wasn't easy_work ~ He was .a fr:end of the missnonaries he was a chlef he was a .

moderate : Everythlng was loaded heavn]y against him. But because of lMKUHTLA !

was able to carry the League with me. But the biggest obstacle was Champlon |n Nata

1 *

Who felt that, he was the thtortcal~and Iegrt:mate successor to Dube { s

.

GMC: He‘s a_real Zulu nationalist | thought. s e _"/
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‘ __"”'“-“..‘“"vézf‘lr- s

“Whereas We” feit that |t wou!d be ca]amttous for Champzon ~to-

| continue to lead us, At the same tlme I wanted Luthull..

Vv

ancistaked h|s clalm he never had the nerve, nor the w;l!tngness

1f Luthu!l came out opehly

to do that sort

of th:ng He's always been 'a gentleman.

And he had condemned the way that. person-

alltles were. bandled about in politzcs._ So we had now to clear up the polltical .

..... .. ’ \

debts-— so to Speak - before

-
o

dyell - took a- v:ew that what we’ had to do was to destroy Champ:on to see that he never

— e, e

o P

Lame into the ANC. \ﬁnd then push in Luthull. My argument was that. if we pushed in

To—— %
Luthuli

who had no stomach for |ntr|gue (?) what would happen is that we wou]d

encourage Champzon to continue banglng his’ bosom,_ln the position of a martyr. And

as Iong as he. was l:kely to be an embarrassment to us |t would keep the Natal

provtnce dIVIdEd | :. C;:%f'

GMC:  And you thought'this would be a way to ,.L s “_/\Lﬁﬁn/ {%)?Dl£¥+“{ -

o Quite. And in order to unlfy Natal ‘what, we had  to do was elect Champion as

——

-‘-._._q‘__-h"‘"-i,ﬁ-—-_ ..........

hapter, 1 gave the tYPe of the(EEE:EEEEEaﬁ:y the hrstorlcal and other 1nfluences

Pressdent of the ANC and then pack the Executlve\ ln the lntroductton to my flrst

that have given us our very peculiar att!tudes. It was certain!y In my mind now

hat Champion dndn t understand these attitudes very well, so the shortest way to

i1l him pollttca1ly was to give him the !eadershcp. Get him to antagonlze hlmself

———
-«-m—-—""_"-_'__- —.

ith the peop]e Then our prob!em would have been solved forever.- That was one\

—-—u_.--...___-__-._.,t — S

success | achleved It rea]iy happened No.sooner had he got in that he got hlm-

elf in a-mesS°-we quarreled’very badly. y had antlc:pated this sort of th!ng. But

-

- So disastrously 1n fact that he's ‘never

L o

he quarre] ended very dlsastrously for htm

—

een abatn ab]e to glve _trouble to.Luthuli. o e

'MC: But he was. |n a faar amount’ of control at a very dec151ve perlod?

Yes \\e was ThIS was part of the price that we had to pay
. . _ .
MC: And did the—others see this, too?

.fI lost friends which | have never recovered.  —

ks
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GHC:; Feople who d|dn t recognlze the strategy?

The Zulus take thelr polztlcs as sersously as the Afrlkaners.

- GMC: More than th'e othef-’é?

.
’lt- .

. \ The Xhosa Speaklng are very sophlstlcated in their pOlltlcS So, to a certalr
2 2PEERING are

extent are_the Sotho-sbeakrng- But the Zulus 160k upon lt as life and death. ]
don! t....'; them for- that- l'm Zulu speaklng myself, But |t s too sertous. The

ZUlu-speaktng were the first to commlt polltlcal murders

—

{
ﬁ? llm curious also about. Champxon S role befOre all th|s Youth League bus:ness
Did you know anything about hzs role with the ICU?

) Not as much, of course, as when 1 was |n the League He comes from Natal of
. il _’__3
" a polygamous famlly. He was educated at Adams College and he was expelled he drdn’

_f{ntsh From Adams he went ftrst to serve in the police forece in Natal After that
.

he went up’ to Johannesburg, was employed on, the mlnes, and subsequent]y became secre
tary oF the flrst-mune staff assocxatlon From there he moved on to' the lCU

GMC: And what 1mpressnon have you of his role 1n the icu? D|d he and Kadalie spar

"f a good dea]?u*m”“m;tmumm"%,“- ':-. ru N R ,_.i ‘ :.

Yes, a lot ‘of frlctlon developed between them Kadal|e came f?om Nyasaland
And Champion used this Fact .. accu5ed him qf being a forelgner lt was one. of

— -

the factors reSponSIble l thlnk for the internal collapse of the" ICU But rlght

through the per:od of the !CU Champlon was always the man“mfth*?nsatlable ambltrons
!

0n the other hand, he has always been confused on- the real |ssues lnvolved ih the

~

confllct between blaek and wh:te, ‘the race problem HIS own attltudes ancltned to be

.,

very largely: her0|c In a sense he ls a Zulu mllltartst flghtlng to’ recover the

~land.of h:s ancestors from the whlte .conqueror. EER B '{_
\GMC - ThlS is what you mean by hero!o _You used the word in regard to you mother, tc
Hy mother had thzs too, uncompromtslngly R - : "

 GMC: But |t was less African natlonal:sm ‘as such “than Zulu nationalism,,Zuld

tradltlonal pOSItlon ' :_ o ._-- ST T

__-_._-__________'_____ '_..:



*‘—-r

of the.AfrIcan peop]e !n 1912

L

mere%y pup;ls of another master,

the Zulu King CEtShwayo,
aHE: xvou'feeif Eh’a-i:,-he-w'a's the ‘person. who.

l.. , ~, 1

i - «0‘_. A ..
e . S Coe RN

Cetshwayo hLmﬁETf 5§lneved that the best way of stopp:ng the wblte tide from

tra

engulfing the country was for‘the Various African klngdoms to presenf'a unltedJ

.*frdr':'t‘. E*_
He'didn‘t suceeed because the Zulus were lmper:aiigtsmand the otherwﬁfriean.ped;Te;—Lq
dldn t trust the-;ulus_ (end tape) - ST 3
BITI Bengu. - .- ‘;.;_. L R N '

.MC. You say'hls ro]e was someWhat s:m:lar to that oF PItJe?
More or less rﬁe never Figured ver;‘bromlnently.“ Certalnly not untll the :..7?:
:lme of the continuatlon commlttee ' 1961 He was a member of the, Youth League.- ';l

don t thlnk he rose to hlgh off:ce but he 's always been close to Luthul|.~ l-

'egard hlm stu]], as’ one~of Luthull's advnsors HlS own p05|tion his relatlons

. l*-x-ul-»-' Tat -‘u -
'ith Luthuli were not affected by my quﬁrrel watH Luthull.- we had the fal]out

lth Lutbdl[ then 1 beeane reconctled ‘fmyfyi??fmf—Tfﬁ'r ﬁg';~jﬁ°2ﬂjdgﬁ el%TH?T
HC: What klnd oF a person is he? ﬁ'-3 ?"e]; ';f.-i \“:. vﬁffw°;f”ffi5 P
| Rather on the qunet s:de. A typica] lawyer. He was a very ciose frtend of ;“agg

- -, ¢ e LN '“""‘-w " . .

ine._ He hates pol!tlcal |ntrngue.

—"-

He s a famt!y man: and a Cathollc.; He s a-le- :ff:

o
nal, of course, as we]l : Ln fact he is V:ce President now - that l no Ionge'

»

e [T
L 5

ff:ce because oF the ban. Oh .;. he 'S been banned too. So he too is no

————

llowed . Thlngs move so qulck!y ' ;?n - "{,'d :--_‘i:-




.;—u?{q_uvlug Son e G orrthevold: figures, tell me. about ;eiby'Hsimang b

Thatwp very, very interesting.l He s about the oniy\man l know nowiwho

e

‘.attended the originai Bioemfontein COnference of 1912 Though his meﬁary-isnht

ST, SRR "\

too good he s kept himSe]f phvsicaily VEPY flt, and mentaiiy a;Ert but l didn t e

— fin h|m_veryehelpfui._.eh_e;“u:e:": = L_“e__e_;a_m“.. N ;;
GHC. You talked to him about the meet:ng? 5 ;fe._-ff :“ffi;_
| l taiked to ham about everthing i couid _iiuf J{_;;it’;tffﬂﬁﬁ

.'GMC ' Are there thlngs which stlck in your mtnd that he said whtch you haven t put\\
lngyour book? - -‘ ) ,f .:_;,:ﬁhx '-3_'. 5-f_ ;fie"h‘ ;i' _

'No.i He was' a disappointment to me,.

gt et

-.'( P

“GMC:” Someone toid me that he had sort of an ldea112ed plcture of the past

\ o -

Yes, quite And even then there wasn t any meat in the picture something

vone couid pln upon end say, this IS new, His descripgions of situatlons and events

/- tended to be verv vague. For instance when | wanted to know from hlm why Dube and

Seme quarreied he was very vague about it _ﬂf—_f?f_l, S A ,5T”ﬁ;?£"'
:h—-—wm—u«M“*:r“““‘“fr - e e T cas T
- GMC: So you never got that stralghtened out? T -r—~4~f—euFaﬁ—;—~;—f;e"
. e -_ﬁn-m“i . .'

Of course on the other hand we never were very ciose frlends and he -

probabiy dldn t want- to furntsh me wlth ammunitlon, The Youth League didn t hit hlm

with the maximum kind.of . . ,.© .. ., . . Lo e T
;o .. o . . : o . __‘" _ : \\
- GMC: i see; He was.onenof the ones you regarded as being on the oppos:te srde?
- = -'a, --ug‘lnr s ---' ——_.4._
/,3;."- we11, not exactiy on the opposute 5|de He beiieved that the Youth League

\ wouid push hlm to the top.‘ And we ' found his attitude and ours— |rreconc|iabie—~*-~—~‘

- GMC: Gn what basis? Ti-_a-' L 'f :L;.ﬁii ' uhél ;;e; .7?' Q t?%ﬁ?ﬁ%&?éi;f;’
.5“t Partiy, he beiongs to the oid guard To3th35 daYilih'“;t}ljgé‘tgéf§13;505;5;?
Ih;s kowtow;ng type_ .t;} ,ﬁ _':i"-.;'“bi.'l- ;C__dilw;“s_:_ig..: oy _-g_m;.qf:“pa?g

3 GMC Kowtowingrto the government or kowtow:ng to whom? ’;L:T?';”;., a
The reai iine there Was don Tt pursue eftreme causes iest you antagonlze whltes

who are fruendiy-dlsposed to our’ cause Ve moderates oftthe oid guard are wautlng

- .' \'

for a change of heart among the whltes. thch meant absoiutely nothing to us“‘:‘T _
e L
_ 3 . . . - .

g - e RO Do T
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GMC

"Ji country? L 73”‘?F'ffh._t--5t_e; ihbw= iv'.f :Iaffﬁ}ﬁfﬁ7 |

ln Nata] He was Champion 5 secretary He dfd work with us ‘to get Champion

-

Ithrown out of the presudency In Nata] He wanted to move in the direction of: get-
—

- -tlng h:mse!f to take Champ:on s-positfon, whereas we" were working for Luthull“‘“ P

were worklng at cross—purposes I don t think he has fbrgrven us really:

.j-GMC* How dnd you actually get Champion out? "45; 7?;?#?—“*f:””'f“ffﬂ?f"“ C

Weli lt was a Iong campalgn. Reported very fuily in IMKUMTLA 'BUt_whatiwe

N

dld was to demand a qore m}lltant stand agalnst the government S y el
¢ S . f :,' .l

GMC: This was after the Durban RIots? ;f-'ﬂ' g :”f-;.j'-

._"

'“-ﬁ By that fTﬂe trouble had a]ready started,’ Some Youth Leaguers had afready‘
J‘ - ) o e L

resfgned from Champion s executlve 5 hadn t myself

?G ' That was before the Rrots?

Before the riots yes  He was comlng lncreaslngly under ftre forehls moderate

pol:cres what we wanted was confrontlng aparthefd wnth ‘":j' ~,*that'was one -

[ A . g 1 1 b - P,

.of the phrases used Whictheant in“factﬁthatfthe Afticah éommunfti had.to_ takq a

V.deftnlte m:]ztant stand - In the form.of'a natfona].strike of a_reaistanoe move, a

N T

-~

‘campai n of Defianc S F h W H b -
_ paig ——~E_~femf The ort o thtng that c ampaon dldn 't ant els een .in

vo]ved in bloody events when Afrlcans lost thelr Tives in the demonstrations Fn
~

,1929 And he-dldn t Want thls sort of thlng repeaged And we felt that'we were }_

‘Jéﬁaf andhofoodTnadmseenqaned"anddne,didn't_want;to inno]ve'hfmself in:tﬁat Our own.

generatlon, too had tox ;fi\:l : Its ‘own matters and we dldn t acéept thrs. " t
N . R Lo M PR IS o o

1GMP; So how aru you work to get h:m out? N R j{// ‘-,'f'}Qi,z .

| Firstly, we made it impossuble‘dor hfm to work w:th the exeput!ve. And present

.lyhheﬁgot'ﬁnfa.posLtion-ﬁHetefne tended to collaborate more’ with his own fr:ends and

than he did w:thln the executl e. We encouraged th:s clique:ng process




e o L .._...__—_...____..' - . . - rm e

one by one, people like Chief Kuma]o, Msimang was one of those and Luthuli remaTned
almost until the end l pu]]ed out, and qutte a number of others until Champion Lf

| was Ieft with hlS former ICU co]!eagues._ From then onwards it was very much ?asler

'to attack hlm.. We!] of course press attacks and public attacks \ Until;final!y

e —_|__,____ — JE— .

réé]fy, he was confronted w?th no. choice.- Of course, |t contrasted w:th Luthulf

--._.__.._ e ——— - -

: always contrasted wrth what he did and said wnth what Luthull sald he'Had Luthult

V/hlmse]f was never Involved ln a collis!on w;th Champion._ That was fought malnly by

/-EES_ISEth League j ]1 ;j-"’ T;I S g .;.'.' R u{.hf-:.;f:rﬁf“ol:;;fjh

For near1y~two years he refused to call a conference of the Nata] ANC---

-
i - ..'__..._-..___...., e ) - ...___._.........._..___...___,‘._—.._._-.t__,.._.__. il

GMC:  That was after the Riots? s ' “;_ ‘;'l.. o R

'49,"50, untll '5] in fact. In May, 1951 he was thrown out of the presid-

ency of ‘the ANC ”We }itera]ly forced h:m to . th|9'conference because we Were certaln

Ik

now that we. . contro]!ed the maJority of the membershlp.

- ]

GMC But do you see thlS yourself as part of ‘the struggle'oflthe'Youth.League;against'

”GMC:"You forced hlm to cal] thlS conference? St e T : 'If
. ) ' . ! - .‘;. —— »
Yes, and he was’ thrown out oﬁ offlce '
'éhEtfiAnd then he had no offtce. - _ ;:
| None at all : . . - _ S '
e e . s
. GMC: And that was. when” Luthuln came’ in, , e

the old guard which threw Xuma out. in. ‘48?

L

1t was. part of the Process

T,

,GHC; So that lf you threw Xuma out then Champlon was stil] one who was there or d0e .

you see lt as a more" ]oca] process? .7;“' }' T
. ' : o

On the contrarya,if perhaps Xuma had not supported Champlon, we - that is o

T —

.__-__.._

the Natal sectlon of the League*— would probably have not taken up -.too host!le 8

. . - - e .
—r= R . . ’ o

p03|tlon against Xuma g;fi .




Insofar as we In Natal were concerned \terta]nly'*““‘“T'“ffmé;ff““*

GMC' Then you voted against hIm at that tlme?

-

Not only that we organized against hIM.. we discovered thdt It was Impos-?;k
*"g?Eié“éo get r?d of Champlon WIthout gettlng rid of Xuma. Because whatever decls!ons

were“taken In Natal,_even by the conference,_agannst Champion_were defeated by XumaJ

GHC - D i d it h’E | p: h im that much? T _ _h' .

":‘y qufte. So mngh“somthat:inwthe_midst-of;our'duarrel'u'“

Chaﬁbion as hlS S

Thls was the red f!ag we couldn t tolerate at all

/lt was. a_ most palnful s]ap In the face for us.'

,...,._,‘______‘Y_ -

The sort oF thing that antagonized hlm. o .

We never forgave Xuma "an e;had~to'be

(punished for that‘sart of thing
__———f*‘_“—“—“‘———a—-»mt

— -y

GMC* And‘Moroka, it was just a. spur-of-the-moment decisnon has It?

—_...._____‘

we were caught In-a very ugly posution there. We wanted Professor Matthews

And negotlatlons were conducted over a fairly Iong‘period - Since | was invo!ved !

can tell what happened from my - Slde of the pncture._ Joe Hatthews and l were very

close frlends K couldn1

r—

place. Natal certainly Wanted Matthews.

t approach Matthews }ust then to ask him to. stand In Xuma s

v

We thought he Was balanced In Judgment
lntelllgent and re]aTstic.¢ And he wasn t the t

L

ype of fe!low who tended merely to

appeal to the gallery~ We could even haVe confidence in his judgments as a man.

AN
_“;' The Youth League, particular]y the Cape League -'thIS was ‘Mda (Lembede had
dled and AP had taken over the Ieadershlp of the League ) Natura

the Natal Lea ------

lly as Ieader of

gue, l got In touch with hIm and asked to hlm to .-. . wel], sounded hlm

on hIs reaotlons to becomlng president after Xuma Mda wouldn t have hlm at aII

.{-'-
le dldn t thlnk he ‘was relsable. And he dFdn t thl".' 45 SVﬂpatﬁet- ..... g Youth .

N . T
_ At the tlme ! suppose he cou!d have been sald to th?hk more on,less a]ong

L) RN 7 o
.iberal lanes HeTwas more a non raC|a!ast and Feared that the Youth League would—

N

]radually rac1alize the ANC and lts policles --' o L e S . -i';

.

e - \u'
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After pressure Hda flnally accepted the Natal llne So we opened up corres~r
‘ pondence w:th Joe Hatthews and ln tlme he sounded h:s father and hls father sald that
'he'd be wnlllng to stand provlded the League supported hlm. So I drafted a few
'figuestlons;fothpuhllcatlon,fa;wrltten:lntefvlew, real]y a publlcatlon ln IMKUHTLA
_Fﬂh‘;tc_h_,lgééet_.té;h_‘q_t_tb,ewailﬁ_r;h_;b.é"_'it.e'_p.l_l.ed.;tq' and s igned acéo rdfngly. Th rs inte r-'--" '
fview wasrpubllshed - By. the tlme.we went to Bloemfonteln everything was more or. less
;all~set.¥_We«looked very hopefully to havlng Matthews -as- pres:dent He was frlendly

to Natal; he was: certalnly frlendly to us,

\— when We got to Bloemfontein Joe Matthews came over to me: and sald look here

;my father 5 changed hls mjnd ------ Th:s Was a- bombshell, taklng lnto accdﬂnt the prep-' -

L

naratrons made foF:Hls electlon He sald 'My father s changed his mlnd he wants to

. M,
-concentrate on organlzlng the Cape. _ (He was presldent of the Cape there ) Hda

B B

called a caucus of the Youth League. .lt was preslded over by Ollver Tambo.':Hda.hlm;

il

S,

self didn’t turn up- because of.a very. sharp dlfference of oplnlon which developed as

-a result lf'matters;dldnﬁt.stand,_others argued - partlcularly the Cape andwthe Free

didn't stand.then let xums.remarﬁ,whe}a he was, So far as we were conc&rned ln

Natal, thls was really the death warrant for. us, we could under“ho clrcumstances -
.
follow Xuma qe was a bit hostlle now towards us, prec:sely ln the way we were ouE

selves

GMC ; Largely because of your attacks on Champlon? o R - ,”4;“‘
' ." . + ' '

Yesg quite. And of course our support for the TranSVaal's crlt}clsms of*hls :
drifting toward the rlght and hobnobblng wlth Rostomlnsee (?) All thls came to->--—¥m
I P S .

gether ahd lt snowballed against Xuma B .

'; The caucus was presided over by Oleer Tambo :n Mda': 's absence. -;fter aJvery -
heated argument - l remember.Dr NJome (?) walked away “he didn t want Moroka, then -
the delegate from the Transvaa}'j he s |n Sutherland now ln Htlabatl MP, and he s.;

}r“Verwoerd's“chl“T“liaison officer with" Paramount Chlef here. Hels a-§wazl.-,He

llved in South Afrlca at” the tfme .'ffh,hl B s ___f'“_- 3._ 'l iiﬁhfi'jf}?*j.*? :

- _____J_: .‘._l_ [




CE
I .‘

= : Yes qufte._ Thas process of thnnking oF Luthuli had a]ready started And it .

Th——

,contnnued from year to year, from Stage to stage You can see the process In IHKUMTL!
,- ey
GMC._ Do you thlnk he was real]y aware oF this? lt doesn t come out In hls book

o N He wasn' t at all.. Except perhaps in a sort of vague way.” Because we f"
. ’ t S

' started to discuss Ieadershlp problems with hlm. The line he took was to say, Now "

_«r-r_..a-

}look here l'm not interested at all My attitude was whenever he s got to make a .

decrsnon, a]ways confront hIm- don 't persuade him |nto It because he'l] probably say,

K ddn't want to FIght Champfon, Dube everybody:-‘l have too muc:h to do at S vIHe

o

etc., wlth tﬁe missionaries and the Ilke.; So always confront hIm with sItuatIons of

bitter cholces or‘_mbarrasslng cholces. ,This Is how we were able to carry him from f

- AN % ' . !
- . . .

ssituation. . . '~__: S S R :

? But by 1946 he was aware He hadn 't made up hls mind 1t wasrnot.untjihlési; }
that he did make up his mfnd Just before the elections _ _
_GMC: What do you think persuaded him? Dld you dlscuss this wlth him? .

Quute a number of factors, ‘Chief among whlch was the retained power of*the

*

Natlonallst government I thlnk it shattered Luthull.g He emerged‘from“the coIT“pse -

F

of the Native Representatlves Councll a changing man, This ls the impress;on l got

He went Into the Natlves Representative Council a moderate a conflrmed moderate.

. \{i .
But no sooner had he got in than he allgned hlmseif wlth the_- shall 1 say'- radicals_

by

|n the Councfle Matthews was_;;. They weren t very radlca] at all However he f-'

hadn t been there" for a very long period that he soon e Luthuli; came from the
Nata] coast]ands. Afrlkaner |nfluence there Is very Iimited whereas very many of

us came from the northern parts of the country wﬂere there Is much more. lt wasn t Yy

i

unttl he came face to face with the Afrikaner politkufz leader as‘represented Fn
th e Department of Natlve Affaars For tnstance, which dealt d!rectly with the Natfves
Representatlve Council WhEn he came up we consulted vary frequently, he even slept

|n my house As we consulted R could see Luthuii di5|11u510ned bitter]y.:_:i'

aMC.f“He real]y-had hopes at*first?““ — _:;ﬁ” . -7; ) N :21,:;ﬁ;“~-~i?=*7




- -"_ri'.:"'_""‘ o___.:-

e

- Not in the sense of believing that_ theesituatlon could be transfbrmed radically—*

- I s
to. suat the African,_but he fe]t that“f‘;f‘ii'“" pressed wlth determjnation could —
al]ow of evo]utlonary deveiopment toward freedom.' I thlnk he belleved very strongly s

- "’ ! ..”"‘

ln thls;r-And very many people be]neved more~or less th!s._:.fifgf"“

Rt .. . '
g3 [

when the Afrikaner governmenf_]ust turned a deaf ear to the pleas of the - f“:;l

"\

Representatlve Counc:! in fact replied with threats of more trouble Luthu!l wag

N

dlsillu5|oned.. L began to hear him.now when he came to the house which was faurly _;?

.frequent, n the evenlngs he Spent his nights wIth us- when we - lived In Durban, lt

\
.,

Y
[ -

This of course |nterésted me no “end. ‘The man was changlng and adaptlng to what we e
L S

-

ourselves were wantlng. By thls tlme of course he was aware of. our des:gns our

‘“te"ti°“5° He a]ready had a seat on the Executlve of the Natal Congress e
'EE . .

GMC: He wasn' t President than of the Nata] Congress?

Not unt|1 1951. . S
GMC: You think he was - aware before that? MT;;;;,;_“'-Qr
._ IYes 'r\qg_“te. e " N B o o o o '_ _'2-" W

GMC: The governmentscame'into'power'in ‘48*7"'{.' ‘;J; o

.1 think from 19&6 he got a seat first on the Congress execut!ve. ihgl'ﬁﬁ :ﬁ\ '

—

Partlcularly he was supported very Iargely by the League. Even at that eariy date.- .....
GHC: He never was a member of the\League? e ) '7lh_wg;_qnﬂim. |
'.No._'U' ‘; ; .-,:.~1ﬂ - ':1.p'fﬁf ?Lanwiplp_;: _.-. ._1':;, : ?'*H_V

GMC’- ‘You didn t flnd anybody among yourselves you wanted to support?

J-.|

lt waSn t a quest?on of looklng to ourse!ves‘; Very many, of us were.ideallsts

-y

on the one hand CAnd 1. suppose that led us ?ntofvery serious trouble because that'

s -
how Stsulu got :nrand thi's led to the capture of the ANC by the Communists%.,we felt[

—

that lt was far more Important - very nalvely 1 feel" now . . We felt all right we_'ﬂ

\

donlt want to get fo pos:tioﬁs of tnf!uence in.the movement ourselves. Very Iargely-_

because we were thien attacked very savage]y-by"the—old*guard that we wanted to—taKE“"““

_.._.__\_I._I. P o .

e




fielr pos t_ons So in effect we had to take up. thls tactical posatfon of

¥

f:fsaylngkltms_not the posltton that we want-nlt 5. the change of pollcyu And wefwere

quite prepared to work In any capacity, provided wa”had”thE“nght policy.“ 56 partry

- el
[ERTONL

‘ ‘-It was because of that. fﬁlf ‘7'; , Q“h“ldﬁ“ﬁ f'f 'j‘f*”*f“fﬁ**ff*sﬂfmfi$ﬂi_,

Partly l think that we were nalve ourse]veS" Not reallzlng that unless we-.

wielded poWer In positions of ]eadershap events wouldn t go away. ln Natal more or

.w W

less a simllar attitude prevailed as well *5 o '”':3fh t'“

-\

' GMi How actually dld Sisulu get |n. That was chance too wasn t it?

o £ suppose the ‘dekates on the merits and demerits of‘Moroka be:ng president

S

.___.___.._.+ J—

exhausted us real]y and lmposed very unp]eaaant stralns on the League. I don 't
~3-
thlnk And consequently when we | next had to conSIder who was to be Secretary-

ez T,

Genera! very many of us who had been occupled too.much with. Horoka -as the President

 — —

General, we were quite prepared to take anybody Another reason was that none of o
the senlor Ieaders of. the League was prepared to take the posutlon of Secretary Gener
Some argued that they were\busy wlth thelr affairs Some argued that they were

'*ln poor health miike me ~for lnstance-“Mda. All sorts of excuses.' At the time we _

thought they were good excuses. And over- and above that of course -we dared not take.

A

pOSItIODS lest the old guard say, 'See now we thought thls was comnng._
: Fanai]y Slsulu volunteered He said well Took here' after having done sohmuch
-
to put the ANC 1nto shape at this,ﬂoment not one’ of ouir felTows Is w:lling to take on

the job of Secretary~Genera],el volunteerrmyself ' l am ready to take T over.-,.

.

At the time wetthought nalvely, we cheered hlm and congratulated‘hlm. That a.
T o

good‘son of Afrlej/;as prepared to. sacrlflce qulte a lot.“ His busuness wa In trouble'

‘then, " but he was: quate wrl]ang to take on the additaonal responsibfllty. 'Liﬁtffg.,”

GMC:~ You fee] lt was a plot, rather, do you now? 'i"h_,; _{” lf»ffl_

- A et : I

Sasulu S comtng Fn? Not.at al] Bad Judgment on.our parts ‘:7_~'.‘?w'_

'G MC: But do you thlnk From h?s s:de, from the peop]e who were pushfﬁg h:m, that

-they_wereﬁtrylnguto maneuver__ RIS r - . v

1 ~ _,__‘j n hd - T ki --I’-v.',l,.- 4

| . " - - e aa _;’ N . —_— " .t . .
- . . - . T ‘—‘t . L E‘" -
e - . I . [ R e el e




feague oty

A

Not'at‘all

ly enough he was the.most antI-Whlte of the?Youth Leaguers.
' whfte... | . . :

Uncompromisfngly;antl- f

_i.' G' !

we argued

‘

Id¢1 Johannesburg'argued that*itu

-i

;wou!d be a very find thlng ifJBlack”anerhIte<and AsIan,
together

_for that matter

|n one demonstrat:on agarnét”aparth Id*“‘That ln‘the*




I canlt remember anybody opposrng cooperatlon. Hot thaf we\;bu]d have been

eluctant to go it a]ono,; But agatnst the background of the IndIan Riot

i

Fl

S

e felt that we don t want thls sort of
N :.:; ) ﬁ ':
enple would say the good boys

-_..-_..'_'_‘:-—

a0 '-ﬁ...- : :

So It was .an very pecullar s?tuation with limltedgchoices

rouble agaan.
fﬁthe Defiance Campaign?_
fiThls decIsTon was taken !n Bloemfontein.

4C5"?But It was a general acceptance?

ﬂF;*fWhS'actually proposed the tim:ng r)

i Tbat year 1 didﬁ*t 807to Bl

;'-fﬁThe coqference declded nowl

¥

mne : Zg

We were stl]] bogged down in Natal'

5. troubles with Luthult and-Champ!on
was there vory much o£+a camoalgn In satar?

"kf- i . L. =

—_— ) i -




vape., aastarufw
I &

the whltes

-l"_““"a

to &o was te place Eﬂeﬂhlte democrat énd particularly the White raclalist




dom,\and”the 1 1ke.

To the extent that th campaign had

ready and In*thGPOSTtIOH to glve effectlve l
“‘" R

ware of Its own goals and how to reach them.—-

'.

|Hc' And you really fe]t that 1n this they expected the Youth League objecttve?” -
well f .f ourselvesyspecifncally, a;d in any case we Were the moet
omlnaﬁf ‘;;;fueace |n the ANC by this t?me.-i“:'_; '; * | h
I . R .
MC.-_ ----- Ana "now - you:- think tl::he eemmunists—-took'_:r't--away ﬁ{rom you? i
ei?ierS{ffftl3l;._§;12i4- e3. B - = p?_?lﬁi—ffaﬁe
ﬁéi Through the Congress oF-the Peopie? | ”
:%l;Not exactly. After 1951 the ;ﬁgv
, "Jp;“ e s o T R 0T ex] stence, than
he eommunistshfafe in in ful} force firstly o, div:de'the League take*over the; v
°adershtp of .ths ANC iselate theJnatlona1|sts and tﬁen move events ﬂn,theﬁd[feetfenfi-
f- domtnating the ANC;_Tf;%;;QjﬂiTj_ifij:f?ir;:;a' Lf, ;?:5;L;' |

CLe



for I:beratlon.

1rough the ~the ;_"';F”uffi_fo“‘part assist!ng

Smuts |n the war.- After the war‘the format!on of the League the rise to power of

—w‘ . \ .‘_ " e
the’Nationallsts. Of ?ﬁfe}est to us Inside the ANC events were mbvung 1n-
:nterestlng dlrection I'

ve a]ready mentioned Mda s hostflity to the Communists as

- we]] as Lembede s

-

At thqs stage we_had the feeling very‘stronglxm

Hy own thlnking-was neaper Mda s That we shouldn't throw‘them 0

that theltommunists didn tﬂwant

R

;fThey had very many advantages overjus thefe

-

_..,,_......-_.,.—‘ 3

,15 wheter the struggle more:o

“ Compllcated and expens?ve.; But we'felt that
- goals*for the African Nation.,

L




cJ\tlvafe a confident and organlsed effort.

m—— \

success/Insofar as we were concerned

._—And;we preaohed nationa]ism to hlm we Wohldn 't

: R e - CF SRTENN S
*carry hlmnbery ?"? agalnst the armed might of the white man the locat1on system

the pass laws and then of course the very wage Itse]f And the fact that by _
*sharpen1ng confltct the Commun4sts were,:n Fact sabotagfng the consultation of the

‘

African worker into a striktng po][tfca] force | 5?" L _;{fl};,;;,q

.

*:Th's takes us upﬁto more or less the resnstance movement There was ‘you
» - o J‘.

-knowﬂjthls rivalry between ourselves

We felt that we were no match for tne Com-5

munrsts on thtamplane. We dudn t have the resources’.*tft;iftﬂf_;f fif'iﬂiitﬁ ;é;';
f%ﬁt!: You don t feel tne Labour Party Was dolng anytning for them? You feel that :t
was only ‘the Communlsts that were pitted here against Qoné - J_rf§¢.f*'f_ ;7}¥'1
Tf' | don 't remember haV|ng any dealings at all with the Labour Party. L{- _::fi
Jéﬂd .-6;‘;Tth the Trade and- Labour Congress? ;ﬁdalfdg:fdf:?ntiﬁffiif;’.m : ';.
”??;fd.well, yéEAstﬁghéiaa; unlons had some dealings wfth them.; The Trade and: Labour
Congress |

ltself was adverse to the Idea of trade unions followlng op”5e1ng:
td a particular pattern or POlitical _____ %;:, .

ln South Afrlca you Just cannot Hraw the Ilne betweeh

wage Itself IS ‘a po!ltical weapon,

positlon was

the discrlmlnatory wage.

e B




them alsolo themeelves_remainingwleaderS"”“

.voaces.. Where before It had taken-a c]early:defined course,,It tendedwto'equ1vocate.
- ' V i |'. PR -

e

missed lt in. e d15paraging wayte_Ihexmcertarnly rEf]ected Gandhl_Jn.a_dLSparagang

'light. But the League was so commltted to make a demonstration eikher in the1form_ﬂ;

-peopTe tn Durbjp and sald to them, Iook here, gentfemen

F
the campalgn the Communnsts are go:ng to take It over now. Well

|f ybu hesltate to support

you know What
happened to us. Thls was one of tne arguments that swung Natal '

. We have elweys beIIeveﬂ-that the Commfnlsts nnsist on parltx:to sort of accustom

the-Afrlcan peoplevxo the ﬁaBitwof to}erating non—Afrlcan majorities_in politicalﬁ

b e

councils ‘.' §:,_,f'j1n”¥ﬁ¥“""

provqnces were expected merely to comply._,
GMC Even Port Elizabeth? “:ﬂ eriff];r;_ ) IR

Robert Matjl'wes ln ‘a: key"pos:tzon he was secretary there.‘rl
but he waan t anti'Communlts. A!thoUQh a Youth Leaguer hlmselz_ hll

we?] he wes more interested |n power. Whoever céme along with power as far as:

L






