THE WORLD SINCE 1492

Three brief excerpts from Jules Michelet’s Historical View of the Revolution (1848): 
I have related fully the resistance offered by...the nobility and the clergy; and I am now going to expound...briefly the immense fact by which their resistance was confounded and annihilated.  The fact...is the spontaneous organization of France. ...[I]n the winter of 1789 ... there were ... no laws, no authority, no public power. Everything...is about to fall into chaos; and this is the hope of the aristocracy . . . 

[The representatives of privilege in the Old Regime, dismiss the very possibility of the Revolution, proclaiming in effect:]  “Ah, you wanted to be free.  Look about you and enjoy the order you have created.”  To this what reply is made by France?  At that formidable crisis, she...springs, with a powerful will, over the chasms between one word and the other.   ...People had asked themselves how the sacrifice of provincial sentiments, reminiscences, and inveterate prejudices, was to be accomplished.  “How,” said they, “will Languedoc ever cease to be Languedoc, an interior empire governed by its own laws?  How will ancient Toulouse descend from her capital...?” ... But lo! The native land appears to them on an altar....And they all rush towards her and forget themselves, no longer knowing on that day to what province they belong. ...Like children gone astray,...they have at last found a mother.   ....Is all this a miracle?  Yes, and the greatest and most simple of miracles, a return to nature...wherein people of every class and every communion have but one and the self-same heart... [Jules Michelet, Historical View of the French Revolution, tr. By C. Cocks, 1890, Book III, pp. 382-403.]

*** *** ***

In one day, without preparation or previous [agreement], the whole of France, both cities and villages, were organized at the same time.  The same thing happens in every locality: the people go to the communal house, take the keys and assume the power in the name of the nation. [382, emphasis added]

*** *** ***

Interior custom-duties, innumerable tolls on roads and rivers, an infinite diversity of laws and regulations, weights, measures, and money, and rivalry carefully encouraged and maintained between cities, countries and corporations, -- all these obstacles, these old ramparts, crumble and fall in a day.  Men then behold one another, perceive that they are alike,  regret the senseless animosity which had separated them for so many centuries, and expiate it by advancing to meet and embrace one another with a mutual effusion of the heart. [383]

A quotation from the most widely used secondary school, world history textbook in California today:

Nationalists were not loyal to kings but to their people—to those who shared common bonds.  These bonds might include common history culture, world-view, or language.  Nationalists believed that people of a single “nationality,” or ancestry, should unite under a single government to create a united nation-state


 
—  McDougall Littell, Modern World History (2001), pp. 233

