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An Interview with Linda Wong

States is going to go through a change.
The only differences are the timing and the
magnitude,

It's encouraging that there are people
like the two of you who made the decision
to ga into the public arena, and go in a dif-
ferent direction from what most Asian stu-
dents have tried over the last ten years.

We lack the critical mass but I think we're

getting there. =
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The Power of Collective Voice
Kathy Yep

Kathy Yep recently graduated Phi Beta Kappa and Sunma Cum Laude from the Ethnic Studies pro-
gram at the University of California, Berkeley. Working with Asinn Americans for Community
Inuolwement, she coordinated the lobbying efforts of @ multiracial coalition for a Sante Clara County

Hate Crimes Tracking ordinance. She also has worked with the California Fair Employment and

Housing Comumission researching and analyzing community responses to hate crimes. Kathy plans to

attend law school fo study employment and hate crimes law.

ate crimes are defined by
California statutes as acts of
violence, harassment, or prop-
erty damage motivated by prejudice due
to a vichm's race, color, sex, national ori-
gin, religion, or sexual orientation.!
Leaving no community untouched, the
prevalence of hate crimes is rapidfy rising
across the nation. Tn 1990, anti-Asian vio-
lence increased 62% nationwide. In 1991,
vandalism aimed at African Americans
and Jews increased 30%, and in the major
metropolitan areas of the United States,
anti-gay and leshian violence increased 31%.2
Within this context of increasing hate
violence directed against all groups of
color, gays and lesbians, and Jewish peo-
ple, Asian Pacific Americans are dispro-
portionately targets of race-motivated
crimes for their population size. A report

on ethnoviolence in Boston found that the

"rate of racial violence was significantly
higher in the Asian community than for
any other racial group from 1983 to 1987."
In New Jersey, the attorney general
released a report in 1988 that listed Asians
as the victims of 26% of racial-bias crimes,
although Asians comprised only 1.5% of
the popuiation.3

Since the watershed beating death of
Vincent Chin in 1982, anti-Asian violence
has been located in the forefront of Asian
Pacific American consciousness.? While
the Asian Pacific American community
may have a heightened sense of awareness
to racial violence, the issue of anti-Asian
violence has yet to be injected into the lexi-
con of mainstream public discourse. On
April 29, 1992, a tempest of rage and fury
rocked the entire nation over the miscar-
riage of justice in the Rodney King beating.

Just a few weeks later, a white Los
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Angeles Police Officer was cleared of
charges for shooting two Samoan brothers,
Pouvi and Italia Tualaulelei, twenty times
in the back.>  While both King and the
Tualauleleis faced racial prejudice and
concomitant police brutality, the
Tualauleleis received ne comparable pub-
lic outpouring of support and recognition.

This differential reaction points to the
eclipsed reality of anti-Asian violence and
Asian Pacific American issues on the
whole by the broader community. Anti-
Asian viclence is an area ripe for study
because it has confronted Asian Pacific
Americans since their arrival in the United
States and because it is symptomatic of
broader economic, social, and political dis-
locations facing the community.® In
addition, Asian Pacific American commu-
nities have successfully mobilized around
issues of anti-Asian violence on national,
state, and lacai levels.”

This paper focuses on anti-Asian vio-
lence as a means to investigate questions
of Asian Pacific American political partici-
pation and empowerment. Using a case-
study approach, this paper analyzes the
community mobilization efforts around
three cases of anti-Asian violence which
prompted extensive Asian Pacific
American community mobilization but
minimal coverage by the mainstream

press: the 1989 beating of Frank and

Melvin Toy, the 1991 shooting deaths of
Pouvi and Halia Tualaulelei, and the 1983
stabbing death of Thong Hy Huynh.8

The first section provides an overview
of each case describing the incident, back-
ground of the community, and the type of
community mobilization efforts. The next
section analyzes the structure of the orga-
nizations, whether pan-ethnic or ethnic-
based, and examines the role of identity
politics in the selection process. Then, the
paper examines the type of mobilization
efforts on a continuum of reactive mobi-
lization to proactive mobilization. Lastly,
the paper explores how the socio-econom-
ic class, educational background, and
occupational status influenced the place-
ment of the community organizations
along this continuum.

This study explores how the socio-eco-
nomic status and ideology of different
Astan Pacific American community mem-
bers led to certain types of mobilization
over others. Socio-economic status,
defined as educational background and
occupational status, plays an influential
role by providing access to financial and
technical resources and by providing
access to an ideoclogical structural analysis
of anti-Asian violence. However socio-
economic status alone does not determine
the nature of Asian Pacific American

mobilization; ideology and identity poli-

34

Kathy Yep

tics of the constituents also shape the defi-
nition of the "problem” of anti-Asian vio-

lence and subsequent "sotutions.” %

i. THE 1989 RACIAL BEATING OF
FRANK AND MELVIN TOY

In Castro Valley, California on
November 25, 1989, a group of white male
teenagers knocked An
Won, a 20-year-old Korean
man, to the asphalt with
blows to the head. As An
Won  was repeatedly
punched and kicked in the
head and the body, the
youths shouted, "I'm
going to kill you f-cking
Chinaman.” Some of the
teenagers then surround-
ed 28-year-old Chinese American Melvin
Toy, wrestled him to the concrete pave-
ment, and beat and kicked him in the head
and body. When 5%-year-old Chinese
American Frank Toy attempted to pull one
of the assailants off of Melvin, three
teenagers jumped Frank, threw him
against the concrete pavement, and kicked
Frank in the head and bedy. Upon hear-
ing sirens from approaching police cars,
the attackers fled although one of them
velled to Melvin, Tl be back Chinaman.
You're dead Chinaman."10 A few hours

after the incident, Frank had visible bruis-

GCastro Valley Asian
Pacific Americans

transformed their

anger and terror

into a source of

collective action,

es on his neck, both shoulders, the front of
both knees, and on his legs from the hip to
the knees. Melvin's eyes were swollen
shut and the blood vessels on his eyeballs
were hemorrhaging; he continues to suffer
from weekly migraine headaches which
feel like "someone jabbed a knife in [his]
left eye and keeps twisting it." A few days
after the racially-motivat-
ed attack, the Toys found
ice cream slathered over
the windows and doors of
their store, the same place
where the beating had
occurred; and on the day
the Toys filed a civil suit,
the family received a
death threat en their
answering machine which

referred to the beating, 11

The Community of Castro Valley

A brief background on the suburb of
Castro Valley provides context for the hate
crime and for the actions of the Asian
Pacific American and general community.
Castro Valley is a middle class unincorpo-

rated community in southern Alameda

LCounty of Northern California. With a

population of approximately 48,000 peo-
ple, Castro Valley is 80% Caucasian.
According to the 1990 Census, Castro
Valley has 9% Chicanos, 8% Asian Pacific
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Islanders, 3% African Americans, and 0.4%
Native Americans. The Castro Valley
Asian Pacific American community is pre-
dominately East Asian and middle class.
Many of the new Asian Pacific American
residents are immigrants from Taiwan and
Hong Kong.lz

The Toy beatings were not an isolated
instance of racial violence in Castro Valley,
Over the years, the small population of
people of color in Castro Valley have
endured a wide variety of hate crimes -
African American youths severely beaten
by three white men who velled racial slurs,
a Palestinian American family physically
and verbally threatened by a white neigh-
bor who yelled racial epithets, and Jewish
and Black homes painted with swastikas
and obscene graffifi.13

Despite this history of racial violence,
he over 80% white community of Castro
valley has minimized the racial overtones
of the Toy beatings (i.e. "It was just a fight,
ot racist.") and the brutal nature of the
>eatings (i.e. "I know the family [of the
wsailant]. He's a good boy, a minister's
on").14

the Beginning of Asian Americans
Fogether (AAT)

Six months after the beating, many
wmbers of the Asian Pacific American

ommunity were unaware that the racial-

ly-motivated beating had occurred. When
friends of the Toys and former customers
wrote scathing letters to the local paper
about the poor response on the part of the
government, County Supervisor Mary
King responded by contacting the Asian
Law Caucus, a civil rights organization in
San Francisco, California. The Asian Law
Caucus then contacted Millie Gee Poon, a
former staff attorney and current resident
of Castro Valley. "On July 25, 1990, thirty
Asian Pacific American residents of Castro
Valley, including Melvin Toy, met in
Supervisor King's office "to voice mutual
concerns over recent racially related
attacks in Castro Valley."15 The informal
group was named Castro Valley Asian
Americans Together (AAT) and the first
event organized was a community-wide
meeting attended by over 150 people on
August 16, 1990.16

Organizational Activities

AAT's activities are broad-based but
center mostly on educational and proac-
tive measures rather than structural or ser-
vice-providing reform (see Table 1).

Castro Valley Asian Pacific Americans

transformed their anger and terror into a

source of collective action. A significant -

portion of the group's focus is on educat-
ing community members on the preva-

lence of anti-Asian violence, their rights,
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and the resouzces available to them. These
constructive and active efforts serve to
empower community members to be
aware of their rights and to demand

them. 17

Although AAT did not focus its ener-
gies on legal redress for the Toys, the Toys
initiated and actively pursued justice
through the legal system. At the end of
the criminal suit, only one of the
assailants, Jon Ramsdell, was tried.
Ramsdell plea-bargained down from
felony charges and received probation.

The Toys then filed a civil suit against the

attackers and the attackers’ parents. Five
families settled out of court and agreed to
pay a total of $190,000. The sixth defen-
dant, ferry Gibbs Jr., was ordered by
Alameda County Superior Court Judge
Ronald Sabraw to pay approximately
$337,000 to the Toys for "medical expenses
and other damages."18

If. THE SHOOTING DEATHS OF

POUVI AND ITALIA TUALAULELE]
On February 12, 1991, at 11:41 p.m.,

Comptor: police officer Alfred Skiles, a 42-

year-old white male, was dispatched to

Talie 1: Summary of Asian Americans Together's Retivitles

‘1 Texthook Evaluation: reviswed state-approved social sclence texthooks
-1 Faculty Diversity: evaliiated "affirmative action” plan; lebhled fop specific hirtny
-1 pasitions for teackars of color
|+ Educational Outreach: condusted educational workshops for Asian Pacific Americans tor
general Sastra Vailey community; published newslettars

« List crimes In Newsiotior

« Victim Reslstance: advocats for victins; organize neightiorheod waich groaps
* Community flsporting Network: track hiate crimes through reporting forum

Municipal Rrvisory Gouncll

Endorse Candidates: Castra Yaliey Schon! Board candidate
Staff Government Offices: Riameda County Supervisor Mary King
Encouraye Asian Pacific Amerlcan gavernment appolatments (.8.) Castre Valley

| * Crganized Asian American mesting whth Assemblyman Joktan Niehs

YOUTE BEUELOPMENT | » Coortinate Carger Seminar with Rsian Pachlc American pralessianals
| | conduct Gollage Information and Scholarshis
1 Qrganize Rsian Pacilic American speakers In the schools
1 Recognize youth achisvements In the newslotta
7 e Sponssr community art comtest: "aupress heritage through art”
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Julie Tualaulelei's house in response to her
report of domestic violence. Shortly after
midnight, Julie's husband and brother in-
taw, Pouvi and Italia Tualaulelei, drove
into the driveway. As 34-year-old Pouvi
and 22-year-old Italia stepped out of their
car, Skiles approached them and the three
men exchanged heated words.

The police version stated that a scuffle
then ensued when "one or both of the men
allegedly made a grab for Skiles' 9mm
handgun in its holster and then Skiles shot
at both men.” The
Tualaulelei version stated
that Skiles told Italia and
Pouvi to kneel and as soon
as Pouvi dropped to his
knees, Skiles shot Italia
and Pouvi.

Both sides agree that
Skiles then emptied his
semiautomatic pistol at
the two men, reloaded,

and shot a second clip at

Pouvi and Italia. The
police version stated that Pouvi and Italia
charged Skiles after the first clip was emp-
tied. However, the Tualauleleis contended
that after Skiles emptied his first clip of 10
builets into the back and side of Pouvi and
Italia, Skiles walked "calmly and unhur-
tiedly” around the car, reloaded his gun

with a second clip, yelled to Pouvi and

The Samoan
community has

utilized both

mass protest
meastres through
the political and

legal system.

Italia to "get on their feet," and then came
back and shot his second clip at them. The
dead bodies of Pouvi and Italia were lying
face down not far from one another. The
autopsy showed that Pouvi sustained 12
bullet wounds with eight in the back and
Italia was shot eight times with five bullets

striking him in the back.}?

The Community of Compton
Compton is located in Los Angeles
County, California, and consists of a total
population of approxi-
mately 130,000 people.
Compton's population is
38% African American,
27% Mexican, 7% White,

and 1% Pacific Islander,

institutional and

and 02% Native American.
Predominately working
class, the estimated per
capita income of Compton
in 1987 was $6,965.20

To the Samoan
American community, the
1991 murder of the Tualauleleis by
Compton police officer Skiles fits into a
long history of hostile relations and police
harassment. The 1991 shooting deaths
occurred just after the Samoan community
was recovering from a 1989 instance of
savage police brutality. In February of
1989, the Los Angeies County Sheriff's
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Department respended to a noise com-
plaint in relation to a Samoan American
bridal shower in a residential home,
Dressed in riot gear, over 100 Sheriff's
deputies dragged people out of the home
and beat them with clubs after having
made them lie face down.20 The outrage
over the excessive use of violence in the
Tualauleleis' murder was fueled further by
the earlier 198% beatings. Many Samoan
Americans believed excessive use of force
in both cases stemmed from police inter-
nalization of racial stereotypes of Samnoans
as "big, violent, and primitive "%%

The stereotypes of Samoans as
"aggressively violent® were used as a key
component by the defense attorney in
portraying Officer Skiles’ shootings as self-
defense. For example, Officer Skiles'
defense attorney described Pouvi and
Italia as "two beefy Samoans” during the
trial and at one point asked the jury:
"Wouldn't you be scared a little bit? You
would be scared to have these two big
Samoans coming at you."23  The defense
attorney skillfully pressed the fury to con-
jure images of "violent" Samoans in order
to justify Skiles' shooting a second clip of
bullets into the backs of unarmed Pouvi

and Italia.

Samoan Community Mobilization

The Samoan American community has

protested the Tualaulelei shooting deaths
throughout the entire criminal justice pra-
ceedings using forms of both mnstitutional
and mass protest (see Table 2). Pre-exist-
ing ethnic-based organizations were used
to mobilize the community. While the
community later formed "Justice for the
Tualauleleis Committee,” the leadership
and structure of pre-existing ethnic-based
groups remained the same.

A summary of Samoan commmunity
activismn around the Tualaulelei case
shows an emphasis on monitoring the
criminal proceedings and organizing. The
Samoan community has utilizeci both insti-
tutienal and mass protest measures
through the political and legal systems,
For example, the Samoan Council of
Chiefs met with various officials, includ-
ing the Compton City Council and County
Supervisor Kenneth Hahn. The Samoan
community alse. has monitored the crimi-
nal proceedings, pressed for both state and
federal civil rights suits, and filed for a
$100 million law suit.24

While the Samoan community has
been able to use existing structures to
voice their concerns over the Tualaulelei
case, they have also been able to utilize the
power of grass-roots, mass community
protest. Throughout the entire criminal
proceedings, the Samoan community orga-

nized mass demonstrations in different
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Talie 2: Chrenolegicat Smmary of Events and S8amoan Commanity Molalizatian
[ﬁ#ﬁf - T N
fﬁmiuﬁ 11, 1881  Paisvi and itafla Tualaufelet shot 20 times and kitled hy Oificer Altred Skiles.
m’ﬁsaw 14; 1.951 - » Samaan comeunity I Compten organizes protast demonstrations at § Camino Goliege
. - . and Comptor City Hall with about 500 peanle participating.
m'akciu é, wht « Putopsy shaws that Psavi and Ralia wera skot 20 times with mast of the bullets hitting
; them in bagk.
Warsh 11,1981 | » Samoan students oryanize a protest demanstration at B Camino College.
M%?ﬁn; 12, 1881 | » Samoan Caunci of Chiefs organte a demonstration in tront ! Comgpton Gity Hall to demand
R better communlcation betwsen police and Samoans, over 500 people participated.
mﬁ;. 18, 1_.83?:. i & The Tealwulelei family fiies 2 $100 million lawsuit against the police.
Gstahm' 16, 1381  » Officer Sikdies is charged with twa counts of valuntary mansiaughter and released on
2 $30,000 bal,
m:lnha:- 1881 e Tua'an Pele Falstogs, chairperson of the Bamean Sounci of Chisfs expresses outrage
: 771 gver mansfaughter charges o the press,
hpl'i!_:ﬂ. 3982 C ol Trial against Ofticer Skiles begins.
Rpril 28 - 83y 7, | © Trial interrupted hecause of uprisings over acquittal of Los Angeles Police oificers whe
jem2 - | beat Retney King.
iiay 19,1802 | Jury deadiocks 8-8 in favor of acquittal, Judga Reid deciares a mistelal,
May 13 « %é, 1382 © Samoan commumity helds meetings to anconrage noa-vielent response to the mistrial.
..M.ay 395,: 1862 e e Anpeles County S8amoan community meeting of 150 peopte denounces the hung jary.
M_!jll 21. 10&2 « Over 250 protesters march for two hours outeide the Compton Courthouse. Police offi
.. cers posted at cornars and heflcoptars fiying overhead,
ffiay 28,1842 * ) » A secomi protest demonstration iz held outside of Compton courthease te protast the
IR mistrial,
e 8:', 1882 - " « Los Angelss Suparior Court Julge John Rkl refused te aliow prosecutors to ratry Skiles
' R on two massiaugiter charges siace “no jury would comvict Skiles with the sama evidence.”
June §, 1#82 : « Samnan Remevlcan community activiste hold a news conference tos arye the U.8.
. Departmant of Justice to epen an vestigation into civil rights vislations,
&mm‘, mz = Fufavalitli Aa"lima, Riyad Koya, amd othep Samoan activists issue a press release to solic
. it suppant for a lettar-weiting cantpialgn to the District Attorney's offica to fila kate
erimes viplations,
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areas of the community -- schools, church-
es, etc. These mass protests have served to
raise awareness about the Tualaulelei case
in both the Samoan community and the
community-at-large.

Some efforts have been made to link
the Tualaulelei case with the broader prob-
lem of anti-Samoan violence perpetrated
by the police. For exampie, the Samoan
Council of Chiefs asked for the reopening
of past cases of possible police misconduet
against Samoans by the District Attorney's
Office, hiring of more Samoan police offi-
cers, offering classes in Samoan cuiture for
officers on .the force, and creating an
autonomous office to investigate police
prutality complaints. However, unlike
AAT and DARE, these broader issues are
seen as peripheral to obtaining justice in
the Tualaulelei case. At this time, the main
purpose of the organizing efforts is to raise
the consciousness of the Tualaulelei case
and to demand proper legal recourse.
However, the Samoan community may
broaden its scope of organizing after the
legal proceedings have concluded, as the
Asian Pacific American community did in

the Vincent Chin case 23

I, THE STABBING DEATH OF
THONG HY HUYKRH

After weeks of racial tension and ver-

bal altercations, on May 4, 1983, at about

10:30 a.m., Russell "Rusty” Clark and
James “Jay" Pierman, two white students,
confronted 17-year-oid Thong Hy Huynh,
Bon Chau, and two other Vietnamese stu-
dents. After using racially derogatory
remarks, Clark struck Bon Chau in the face
at least two times. Pierman warned the
other Vietnamese students not to interfere
with Clark and then visibly waved a mili-
tary-like knife around. When Chau hif the
side of Clark's head with a backpack fuil of
books, one Vietnamese student jumped on
Pierman's back. As Huynh approached
Pierman’s right side, he was stabbed twice
below the rib cage. Huynh died two hours
later while receiving emergency surgery, 20

The morning of Huynh's funeral,
leaflets anid stickers carrying the banner of
the "White Student Union" were distrib-
uted around the Davis High School cam-
pus. The lfeaflets decried the influx of non-
whites to California and accused immi-
grants of taking jobs away from white peo-
ple. Several months after Huynh was
kilied, a mernorial planter box for Huynh
was spray-painted with swastikas and the
epithet, "Death to Gooks." In the summer
of 1985, the Huynh memorial was defaced
with the words “free James Pierman" and

swastikas. 27

The Community of Davis

Davis is an affluent college town locat-
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ed in Yolo County in Northern California,
a short distance away from the state's capi-
tal, Sacramento. With a total population of
approximately 47,000 people, Davis is 80%
white. According to the 1990 Census,
Asian Pacific Islanders are the second
largest racial group at 13%, followed by
Chicanos, African Americans, and Native
Americans in descending order of popula-
tion size.?® The Davis Asian Pacific
American community is a blend of old and
recent immigrants - East Asians involved
in agriculture for generations, working
class Southeast Asian refugees entering the
agricuttural labor market, and middle class
Hong Kong and Taiwanese immigrants.

As a predominately white, middle
class, college commuenity, Davis appears to
be politically "progressive.” However,
before and since Huynh's stabbing death,
Davis community members have been
subjected to a wide range of racist inci-
dents. For example in 1984, white male
high school students circulated a petition
urging Mexican American students to
return to Mexico, an& in October 1991, a
bomb threat and racial slurs were left on
the answering machine of the Asian
Amerijcan Studies Department at UC
Davis.29

The Beginning of Davis Asians for
Racial Equality (DARE)

A year after Huynh's stabbing death,
two murders provided the impetus for the
formal organizing of Asian Pacific
Americans in Davis. In February of 1984,
Nai-Yan Li, a Chinese visiting scholar, was
struck by an automobile and in April 29 of
1984 Tzieh-Tsai "Frank” Luo, a Taiwanese
visiting scholar, was stabbed to death out-
side of apartment by an assatlant, While
racial motivation was never clearly estab-
lished in these two murders, the coinci-
dence of the racial background of the vic-
tims less than a year after Huynh's murder
heightened the Asian Pacific American
community's sense of anxiety and fear. To
address these concerns, on the evening of
March 16, 1984, approximately 100 people
participated in a candle-light march from
the UC Davis campus to Davis City
Hall3®  After the march, the Davis Police
Department contacted march organizers
and "requested that they assist the police
in being more responsive to Asian
American concerns.” Asian Pacific
American community members who gath-
ered to discuss these goals eventually
formed Davis Asians for Racial Equality
(DARE). 31

Covering a broad range of areas,
DARE has battled racial violence in many
arenas (see Table 3). These activities
include both proactive projects such as

educational outreach in primary and sec-
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Takls 3: Summary of Davis Asian for Racial Equality's activitias
CCR e i
fuyah Gase | o Commemaration - donated money for mamorial , obbled for insceigtion. |
gucation ~ | + information Dissemination - published quarterly newsiotter since Summer of 1885
T ‘| - conducted recruitment and outreach at Davis commulty events

Primary ang . | + latorniation Dissemination- particinates in quartarly "Frientship Days* at Davis High Schoo!
Secontary | which ancourae crass-cuftaral trisndshins and exchange |
Schools | -donated 200 books related to Aslan Pacific Americans to the pukiic schools

L - lokbied for and assisted "Fifth grade immersion project an discrimination®
Media i'nﬂrayal * Sponsured workshop on Astan stereotypes in film, television, and ads

Participates in KOVR Channet 18 Telovision Asian Rivisory Tagk Force to provids fmput and |
pragramming ideas to the station

Participated b national redress movement for Japanese American internment

- Sponsored ads in 8 lecal newspapars about *Day of Remembrance” ceremonies

- Disteibuted info. on how to file for radress and peparations .

* Lohhied against government removal of Mrs. Iwasaki, 2 83-year oid witlow and Tulg Lake
internee, from her fand

i Investigated “Asian Romance,” 2 mal-opdee bride company based in Davis

| '» Recruited Asians and ather peopia of calor fer employment in Schoel District

| = Go-sponsored 1885 School Board Candidates' Forum
1 » participates on Davis High Schocl 2nd on city Human Relations Commissions

» Pubiished analysis of Davis heards and commisgions

* Local lehbied for tracking ordinance

+ State: lobhied against 1088 Propozition 83 - English Only, 1098 Proposition 84 - adverse
impact on ARS8, ami 1888 Praposition B - undo civil pights lepisiation

» federal: lohhied against 1986 executive ordar ta han affirmative action

+ Organized around iscues such as light sentance of white murdgrer of an Asian man
+ Gonducts reports of hats crimes

* Coordinates workshops about ragponding to pacism and legal reseurces
| » Co-spansured report anaiyzsing kate crimes in Davis trom 1883 to 1881

e Gompiled 2 rasource lst of transiaters to volunteer for 24-hour dispatch center
1 » Conducted Police training on interpersonal skills and kuman relations
1« Recognize peopie of color In the polics forcs
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ondary schools, and reactive projects such
as incident reporting and victim assistance.

This wide range of projects shows how
DARE conceptualizes anti-Asian violence
in a broad sense and along different axes.
For example, when DARE investigated an
Asian Mail Order Bride company, it illus-
trated that anti-Asian violence must be
analyzed along both racial and gender
lines. When DARE spoke out against the
broadcast of & white supremacist movie, it
was targeting cultural violence.32

DARE was not involved in the legal
proceedings against Huynh's murderers.
DARE member Dick Nishi observed that
the Davis Asian Pacific American commu-
nity was "too green" at the time. However,
Nishi notes that the Asian Pacific
American community learned from the
experience and now have organized a for-
mal structure to monitor incidents and

subsequent legal proceedings.33

IV. DISCUSSION

In this section, the two main areas of
inquiry will explore how these three
respective communities structured their
organizations, along pan-ethnic or ethnic
lines, and how they selected their types of

mobilization, reactive or proactive.

Structure of Organizations

Perpetrators of anti-Asian violence

often blur the distinction among the Asian
ethnicities when directing their hate. Since
all Asian Pacific American community
members are subject to anti-Asian vio-
lence, it seems that most Asian Pacific
Americans would form pan-ethnic organi-
zations, However, this is not necessarily
the case. The Compton Samoan communi-
ty decided to form an ethnic-based advo-
cacy organization whereas the communi-
ties in Davis and Castro Valley formed
organizations around the pan-ethnic
umbrella of "Asian American.” The case
studies show that the ethnic-based form of
erganizing is more beneficial for some
communities and the pan-Asian organiz-
ing for others. Ideology and population
size interacted dynamically to guide one
community towards ethnic-based and the

others towards pan-Asian organizations.

Population Size

In ali three cities, the Asian Pacific
American community comprised a small
portion of the total population {12% in
Davis, 8% in Castro Valley, and 0.3% in
Comptcm).34 The Asian Pacific American
communities in Davis and Castro Valley
responded to their small population size
by forming a new organization and casting
the widest net possible for membership
and recruitment.

The Samoan community in Compton
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bypassed the limitations of their small
population size by utilizing pre-existing
ethnic-based organizations which encom-
passed Samoans in all of Los Angeles
County. Although the Compton Samoan
community is relatively smatll in numbers,
they see themselves in connection with
other Samoan communities in Los Angeles
County. As a result, they plugged in their
retatively small community of 1,295 in
Compton into a community of over 12,600
spanning Los Angeles County.

When the Samoan community
responded to the killing
of the Tualauleleis and
the subsequent criminal
proceedings, it used exist-
ing internal structures
such as the churches and
the Samoan Council of
Chiefs which represents
36 area chiefs in Los
Angeles County. To illus-
trate, in preparation for
the Skiles verdict, the
Samoean Council of Chiefs organized a
community outreach effort in which lead-
ers spoke at churches, schools, and com-
munity centers to urge a peaceful
response.

Population size plays a role in select-
ing the structure of the organization, but is

not a sufficient explanation on its own.

the Samoan

community of

necessarily perceive
"Asian Pacific America"

as inchisive of their

For example, the Davis Vietnamese com-
munity could have addressed its small
population size by linking with the
Sacramento Asian Pacific American com-
munity instead of forming a pan-Asian
organization in Davis, The limits of popu-
lation size as an explanatory factor lead to
the discussion of the role of ideology and

identity politics.

Ethnicity, Age Group, and Asian
America

The ideology and identity politics of
the constituents greatly
influence the decision to
organize a pan-ethnic or
ethnic-based shield. To -

understand the use of

Compton does not

pan-ethnic organization,
it is critical to understand
the origins of the pan-
Asian rubric as a political

tool. Professor Michael

experiences

Omi describes the con-
text from which the con-

cept of "Asian Pacific American” evolved:

"The term "Asian American’
was a political label that
emerged in the 1960s. It was
meant to convey the similari-
ties in the historical experi-

ences of primarily Chinese,
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Japanese, and Pilipinos, and
their respective treatment at
the hands of various white

institutions, =33

As Omi points out, only certain sectors of
the Asian Pacific American community
employ the pan-ethnic nomenclature.
Mostly participants in the 1%60's civil
rights movements and college students
enrolled in Asian American Studies cours-
es emErace the concept of an "Asian
American” identity and organize based on
a pan-ethnic principle. Both the 1960's
participants and the coilege students have
been exposed to and accept the framework
of "Asian Americans.” Similarly both have
been exposed to and accept the use of the
political constfuct as a paradigm for ana-
lyzing institutional, cultural, and individ-
ual racism against Asian Pacific
Americans.

AAT and DARE both organized as
pan~Asian organizations, and many of the
members fit the profile of individuals who
would use the pan-Asian identity. Many
members of AAT and DARE were in col-
lege during the civil rights movement
and/or actively participated in the civil
rights movement, the anti-Vietnam war
movement, and the 1969 Third World
Strike at San Francisco State and

University of California at Berkeley, For

example, Millie Gee Poon, co-founder of
AAT, participated in the creation of the
UC Berkeley Ethnic Studies program as an
undergraduate during the Third World
Strike. In her interview, Poon sponta-
neously linked this background with her
organizing efforts around anti-Asian vio-
lence in Castro Valley. Given their per-
sonal history in the civil rights movement,
individuals transferred a consciousness of
"Asian American” to their organizing
against anti-Asian violence. The use of the
pan-Asian rubric in Castro Valley and
Davis was a natural progression for the
AAT and DARE members.

Similarly, the ethnic-based organiza-
tion in the Tualaulelei case is a logical
extenision of the identity politics of the
Compton Samoan community, While the
construct of "Asian America” may be
empowering and utilized as a basis of
mobilization by certain sections of the
Asian Pacific American comumunity, not all
Asian ethnic groups identify themselves as
part of "Asian America.” Professor Omi
describes how the increasing diversity in
the Asian Pacific American community
changes the context for identifying with a

collective “Asian American” community:

"The new immigrants, encom-
passing a diverse range of

class origins and ethnic identi-
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ties, make it increasingly diffi-
cult to speak of a "shared"
[Asian American] experience.
[For example] the life of a
third-generation fapanese
American . . . is very different
from: that of a recently arrived

Hmong refugee."36

Unlike the predeminantly East Asian com-
munities of Castro Valley and Davis, the
Samoan community of Compton does not
necessarily perceive "Asian Pacific
America” as inclusive of their experiences,
and therefore did not join or create a pan-
Asian organization.

The supposedly "shared" Asian
Pacific American experience was not
viewed as inclusive of the specificity of
Samoan and Samoan American context,
Community organizer Riyad Koya delin-
eates the distinctions between Samoan and

Asian Pacific American concerns:

"Asian Pacific American con-
cerns are primarily demo-
graphically and culturaily
based with East Asian and
Pilipino concerns. Samoans
and other Pacific Islanders are
demographically, culturally,

and foften] socio-economical-

ly distinct {from these ethnic

groups]. The Samoan com-
munity has stronger cultural
and political links with other
indigenous and colonized
communities such as Hawai,
American Samoa, Native
Americans, Micronesia,

Guarn, Belau, Puerto Rico."37

Because of this unique and specific con-
text, many members of the Compton
Samoan community felt the need for eth-
nic-based advocacy groups. When work-
ing within a pan-Asian organization, there
is too great a risk for the specific needs of
the Samoan community to be subsumed,
For the small Asian Pacific American
communities in Castro Valley and Davis,
the predominately East Asian community
members embraced the pan-ethnic rubric
to bring together the different parts of the
small Asian comrunity. For the smail
Samoan pepulation in Compton, members
of the Samoan community identified and
organized as Samoan Americans and not
as Asian Pacific Americans, With this eth-
nic-based strategy, the Samoan communi-
ty had immediate access to pre-existent
advocacy structures, as well as avoiding
the possibility of a predominately East
Aslan pan-Asian organization not address-
ing their specific needs. Thus, all three

communities selected an organizational
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structure which maximized the conditions
in their community and also refiected their

political ideclogy about racial identity,

Type of Mobilization

The three case studies show the vari-
ous forms of community mobilization
efforts (i.e. mass protest, educational out-
reach, legislation) in a variety of institu-
tional settings including schools, the
courts, media. The three communities'
mobilization efforts can
be classified along a con-
tinuum from the narrow
scope of "reactive mobij-

lization" to the very

legal detfinitions of a

broad scope of “proactive
mobilization."

"Reactive mobiliza-
tion" is advocacy that

responds to a problem,

Although a community

may be limited to the

hate crime, focusing

efforts on legal justice

addresses immediate

in the Tualaulelei cases. Law suits can
address immediate needs and provide tan-
gible results, and they have the potential
to impact other hate crimes by setting a

precedent. The legal route attempts to

remedy the situation in the aftermath of

the hate crime,

Reactive mobilization provides critical
support for immediate needs in the crisis
situation, but the tools of social change
within this category are limited. For
example, by working with
the legal system, the prob-
lem: of anti-Asian violence
is limited to pre-existing
iegal definitions, If a vio-
lent racial act does not
“fit" the legal criteria, then
by implication this humil-
lating act is not a "hate

crime.” The community
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shunted out of "defining” the problem and
the selutions.

“Proactive mobilization,” which lies
on the opposite end of the mobilization
continuum, serves to create alternatives.
Transcending the narrow legal definition
of “hate crimes,” proactive mobilization
crganizes around a more broad definition
of "hate violence.” This broader definition
highlights the structural nature of racial
violence and embraces the wide spectrum
of verbal and physical viclence, as well as
institutional and individual violence.

Proactive projects attempt to address
the structural causes of hate violence and
focus upon institutions which replicate
and perpetuate hate violence - school,
media, legislature, workplace. For exam-
ple, in the area of education, the dearth of
information about Asian Pacific Americans

in the curriculum is connected to anti-

in the curricufum combat the perpetuation
of stereotypes and anti-Asian revisionist
history and also provide materials for
Asian Pacific American students to learn
about themselves as subjects and not
objects. Consequently, the development of
racist attitudes and perceptions can be
quelled.

This example of proactive mobiliza-
tion in the area of education iilustrates
how the Asian Pacific American communi-
ties situated hate crimes against the broad-
er context of anti-Asian violence. Anti-
Asian violence was conceptualized as
symplomatic of broader economic, social,
and political dislocations on institutional,
cultural, and individual levels, Proactive
mebilization involves appropriating the
power of definition and rearticulating the
problem and thus reasserting the commu-

nity's own subjectivity.

concerns and provides

Although addressing the causes of

for exampie legal suits, can organize only within Asian violence, Accerdingly, DARE

a potentially high yield

hate crimes tracking,
reporting, and victim
assistanice. This type of
organizing addresses the
reeds and concerns of
the community after an incident of anti-
Asian vielence has accurred and is geared
towards handling the symptoms and after-
math. An example of this type of mobi-
lization is lobbying the U.S. Department of

Justice to file federal civil rights violations

" of results for relatively

small input,

the restricted time frame

the criminal justice sys-

tem. In this way, the

players in the legal sys-
tem which include the law enforcement
officers, the district attorney, the judge, the
jury ete. hold discretionary power over the
cominunity in defining the hate crime. As
a result, the community is placed in a posi-

tion of responding to these actors and are
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and structure dictated by

donated over 200 books related to the his-
tory and culture of the Asian Pacific
American experience to the Davis public
schools.?® DARE donated materials
which would "encourage and compliment
school district's efforts to improve cultural
awareness and acceptance.">  This dona-
tion of books recognizes the context of
anti-Asian violence as symptomatic of
ignorance of racism and the history and

culture of different racial groups. Changes

anti-Asian violence is crucial, these pro-
jects work on a long-term framework and
de not address the immediate needs of
survivors of hate crimes and their commu-
nity. Proactive mobilization does not nec-
essarily cover the basic necessities of the
crisis situation.

Although thé distinction between reac-
tive and proactive may be blurry in some
instances, this framework serves as a

means to classify, compare, and interpret
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the different forms of community organiz-
ing. This comparison of reactive and
proactive mobilization is not meant to sug-
gest one is more effective than the other or
that they are mutually exclusive. As the
organizing efforts in Davis and Castro
Valley demonstrate, reactive and proactive

mobilization can co-exist and overlap.

Selecting a Type of Mobilization
Given the range of mobilization efforts
along this continuum, what leads commu-
nity groups towards one end of the spec-
trum over the other? This section exam-
ines how ideology and socio-economic
resources influenced the interpretative
leap from the "fact" of anti-Asian violence
to the different kinds of policy formation,
The socio-economic characteristics of
the different Asian Pacific American com-
munity members shaped the definition of
the problem of anti-Asian violence and the
development of certain types of mobiliza-
tion over others. In a middle class com-
munity like Castro Valley, the Asian
Pacific American community organized
proactively and reactively. In a working
class community like Compton, the Asian
Pacific American community organized
reactively. In a socie-economically diverse
community like Davis, middle class, col-
lege-educated, professional Asian Pacific

Americans took the leadership role and

guided the organization towards both
proactive and reactive forms of organiz-
ing. Two poessible factors involved in
these patterns of mobilization are expo-

sure to ideology and access to resources.

Exposure to Ideology

A college education provided expo-
sure to ideologies and analytical frame-
works correlated with structurai proactive
mobilization. For example, many of the
college-educated members of DARE stud-
ied Asian American Studies in college and
participated in student of color move-
ments. The Asian American Studies cours-
es provided the space to dissect and ana-
lyze paradigms on race, class, and gender
hierarchies such as internal colonialism
and the revolutionary writings of scholars
like Albert Memmi, Antonio Gramsci, and
Franz Fanon. As a result, they were made
aware of and employed the structural
analysis of racism to DARE's agenda. In
addition, the fact that DARE's projects tar-
get both the causes and symptoms of anti-
Asian violence can also be correlated with
DARE's strong organizational ties to the
Asian American Studies program at the
University of California at Davis. The
educational background provides expo-
sure to causal and structural analysis of
anti-Asian violence and generates the

resources to implement the projects.
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Access fo and Utllity of Existing
Resources

Availability of resources from educa-
tional background, occupational status,
and socio-economic background can either
increase or limit immediate access to
avenues of addressing anti-Asian violence.
Community organizations framed the
problem of anti-Asian violence in a way
which utilized the existing resources of
their members. For example, the occupa-
tional status of "professional” provided
access to many rescurces and areas of
reform. Teacher's aides provided an
entree for AAT into the primary and sec-
ondary school system. Professors and stu-
dents provided access for DARE to the
resources of the University of California at
Davis Asian American Studies program.
Lawyers and law students of AAT and
DARE provided knowledge of civil rights
statutes and the inner-workings of the
legal system. Finally, the middle class sta-
tus of AAT and DARE members provided
the financial resources and the time to
maintain a non-profit organization.

Similarly, the amount of socio-eco-
nomic resources shaped the availability
and viability of optiens for the Samoan
community in Compton. As a working
class community, the Samoan community
received the greatest utility of resources

through the legal system, since it requires

the least amount of econemic and political
power. Theoretically, individuals regard-
less of race and socio-economic back-
ground are subject to the same protection
and punishment under the law.%0
Historically, disenfranchised groups with
limited resources turned to the legal sys-
tem for justice over other avenues of social
change. June Jordan describes the role of
legal social change for the African
American community; many parallels to
the Compton Samoan community exist in
terms of the limited available options for

social change:

" Redemption from this North
American purgatory of insti-
tutionalized and hallowed
racism could not come to
Black people through money -
we did not have any of that;
or through numbers - we
were the few among many
who despised us; or through
political power - we possessed
no legal access to political
power. Our route to redemp-

tion was the law."41

As Jordan suggests, the limited access to
other options of social change pushes the
legal system to the forefront as the most

viable option for social justice, Although a
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community may be limited to the legal
definitions of a hate crime, focusing efforts
on legal justice addresses immediate con-
cerns and provides a potentialiy high yield
of results for relatively small input.

Both working class and middle class
communities selected reactive mobiliza-
tion avenues., However, because middle
class organizers had greater exposure to

ideclogical  structural

frameworks and/or greater
access to resources, middle
class Asian Pacific
American communities also
inciuded preactive mobi-

lization efforts.

V. SUMMARY
Thoeng Hy Huynh,

The selection
of strategies is

shaped by the

socio-economic

status of the

constituents.

and middle class communities, as well as
pan-ethnic organizations or ethnic-based
organizations. The three communities
studied employed a wide spectrum of
organizing strategies ranging from reac-
tive to proactive measures -- educational
outreach, mass protest, legal redress, elec-
toral political participation, research analy-

sis, etc. While both ends of this spectrum

oo e——te 4 b e re e are effective and HEEdEd,

proactive mobilization
allows the community to
move from objects of the
hate crime to subjects who
define the causes and
symptoms of hate vio-
lence; the Asian Pacific
American community is

injected as the principal

Pouvi Tualaulelei, Italia
Tualaulelei, Melvin Toy, and Frank Toy
were violently killed or brutally beaten
because of their race, Members of the dif-
ferent Asian Pacific American communi-
ties channeled their rage, despair, and fear
from the violence into a powerful source
of collective mobilization,

The Asian Pacific American communi-
ties in Castro Valley, Compton, and Davis
provide blueprints for organizing agamst
anti-Asian violence in both predominately
white suburbs and predeminately people

of color neighborhoods, working class

actor rather than being
shunted as an external observer of the
decision-making process.

The selection: of strategies is shaped by
the socio-economic status of the con-
stituents, Resources such as socio-econom-
ic background, occupational status, and
educational background influenced the
availability of time, access to institutions,
and exposure to framewoerks. For exam-
ple, exposm-‘e to analytical and political
frameworks in college led to more struc-
tural and long-term analysis and a middle

class background provided access to the

52

Kathy Yep

resources to pursue long-term projects.
Similarly, limited resources led to reactive
projects such as & law suit which would
yield greater results from relatively mini-
mal input. In a predominately middle
class community or in a socio-economical-
ly diverse community, the Asian Pacific
American cominunities organized both
reactively and proactively. In predomi-
nately working class communities, the
Asian Pacific American community so far
has organized only reactively. The case
studies demonstrate a correlation between
the type of mobilization and the availabili-
iy of resources,

This paper examined how the Asian
Pacific American community defined the
problem of anti-Asian viclence and crafted
solutions around these definitions. More
specifically, the paper discussed what
types of organizing the Asian Pacific
Americans selected and explored the rela-
tionship between ideology and socio-eco-
nomic class in influencing why certain
avenues were selected over others. Future
research should move to a different level
by exploring why certain types of anti-
Asian violence are “defined" as anfi-Asian
violence and used to mobilize the Asian
Pacific American community. For exam-
ple, what is the relationship between orga-
nizing efforts against domestic violence

and rape with the Asian Pacific American

movement against "anti-Asian violence?”
These lines of inquiry focus on questions
of what and why certain forms of anti-
Asian violence garner mass mobilization
over other forms of anti-Asian vielence.

The analysis of what comununities did
and why they selected certain avenues of
reform over others also leads to other
questions about the nature of mobilization
efforts in the Asian Pacific American com-
munity., In California, Asian Pacific
Americans are the fastest growing minori-
ty group. Nationwide the Asian Pacific
American population is expected to triple
in the next three decades. 42 From 1980 to
1990, Asian Pacific Americans increased
their population by 193% nationwide and
127% in California. 43 . How wiil these
striking demographic changes interact
with the nature of political mobilization if
the resources of constituents shape the
venue for organizing? Will socic-econom-
ic status, educational background, and
occupational status of immigrants influ-
ence the kind of mobilization? Will the
typology of mobilization follow ethnic-
and class-based patterns?

In terms of the type of mobilization,
the case studies demonstrate that middle
class, college educated, professional Asian
Pacific Americans organized in both
proactive and reactive forms whereas

working class communities utilized limit-
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ed resources with reactive mobilization. If
this framework were to be applied to
recent immigrants, then a working class
Laotian immigrant would be likely to
organize reactively if in a predominately
working class Asian Pacific American
community and organize both proactively
and reactively in a diverse socio-economic
Asian Pacific American community.
However, socio-economic status is an
insufficient determinant by itself.
Ideology and identity politics also play a
critical role in shaping the nature of mobi-
lization, as discussed in the structure of
organizations section regarding pan-eth-
ricity., The cases demonstrated that expo-
sure to ideclogy and stmcfural paradigms
were connected to proactive mobilization.
In other words, even though an Asian
Pacific American community may have
access to many resources, without the ide-
ological structural analysis, they may not
necessarily organize in proactive areas.
For example, a recent, affluent Taiwanese
imanigrant may have the resources to orga-
nize in reactive and proactive areas, but
he/she may not have been exposed to,
accept, or employ ideological structural
analysis of racism which would lend
towards proactive forms of organizing. In
sum, there are at least two crucial factors
to observe as the Asian Pacific American

community rapidly expands -- how the

economic resources and ideological expo-
sure to structural analysis interact in rela-
tion fo the placement on the mobilization
continuum.

These questions are of critical impor-
tance to the Asian Pacific American com-
munity due to dramatic demographic
changes. As the largest group of legal
immigrants in the United States, the Asian
Pacific American community faces an
urgent challenge to effectively mobilize
and stake out its place in a rocky political,
social and economic terrain. The develop-
ment of this political muscle is an evolu-
tionary process. These case studies on
anti-Asian violence provide a window into

a phase of this evolution. n
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Appendix 1-A:

Vincent Chin and Contemporary
Campaigns Against anti-Asian
Violence

Current community mobilization
efforts around anti-Asian violence are
shaped and influenced by previous con-
temporary Astan Pacific American mobi-
lization campaigns. To adequately under-
stand the case studies, it is criticai to
understand the legacy of the organizing
" campaign around the Vincent Chin mur-
der.

On June 19, 1982 in Detroit, Michigan,
Vincent Chin, a twenty-seven-year-old
Chinese American, was fatally bludgeoned
in the head by two white male unem-
ployed autoworkers, Ronald Ebens and
Michael Nitz. Ebens and Nitz, mistaking
Chin for Japanese, had yelled," Its because
of you mother f-cking Japs that we're out
of work." Ebens and Nitz were sentenced
to three years probation and fined $3000C.

Qutraged by the outcome of the crimi-
nal proceedings, the Detroit Asfan Pacific
American community formed American
Citizens for Justice (AC]) to pursue justice
in the Chin case.

Eventually, a federal jury convicted
Ebens of civil rights violations and acquit-
ted Nitz. However, the Ebens conviction

was overturned on a technicality and at

the retrial, Fbens was acquitted. At the
conclusion of the legal proceedings, Eb_ens
and Nitz never had to spend a day in jail
for beating Vincent Chin to death
{Espiritu, p.143}.

ACJ organized on many fronts: a
national letter-writing campaign with over
15,000 letters sent to government officials
and the press, a fund-raising campaign
with speaking tours by Chin's mother and
AC] representatives, mass demonstrations,
and a publicity campaign with coverage
by both national and local networks.
Astan Pacific American comimunities also
mobilized around the Chin case (i.e. San
Francisco Asian Americans for Justice and
Southern California Justice for Vincent
Chin Committee). Eventually, ACJ formed
the Asian American Center for Justice to
menitor anti-Asian incidents and provide
other social services for Asian Pacific
Americans {Espiritu, pp. 140 - 151).

Despite the disappointing results in
the legal arena, the Vincent Chin case was
a watershed in several ways. One, Chin's
beating death and subsequent miscarriage
of justice were wake-up calls to Asian
Pacific Americans across the country that
they were not part of the "American” fabric
and that any Asian ethnic group was a
potential target for anti-Asian violence
(Espiritu, p. 145).

Two, the advocacy around the Vincent
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Chin case constructed the framework for
Asian Pacific Americans to be "more will-
ing to speak out on the issues of anti-Asian
violence" (Hspiritu, p. 153). The Vincent
Chin campaign was the first national
Asian Pacific American campaign orga-
nized specifically around anti-Asian vio-
lence as the lead issue. This marked the
beginning of a proliferation of Asian
Pacific American organizations geared pri-
marily towards addressing anti- Asian vio-
lence {i.e. Break the Silence Coalition in
San Francisco, Committee Against Anti-
Asian Vielence in New York City} and the
creation of racial violence projects within
existing civil rights organizations (i.e.
Boston-based Asian American Resource
Workshop, San Francisco-based Asian
Law Caucus, Philadelphia-based Asian
Americans United and Los Angeles-based
Asian Pacific American Legal Center),
Three, the Asian Pacific American
cornemunity learnied from the Chin murder
how to monitor the legal system prior to
the conviction and how to lobby regarding
anti-Asian violence. During the legal pro~
ceedings in the Vincent Chin case, organiz-
ers learned how to actively monitor and
lobby the proceedings. In later anti-Asian
violence cases such as the 1989 beating
death of Jim Ming Hai Loo in Nerth
Carolina, the 1989 shooting deaths of five

Southeast Asian schoolchildren in

California, and the 1992 beating death of
Luyen Phan Nguyen in Fiorida, the Asian
Facific American community mobilized
prior fo the legal proceedings by utilizing
techniques and networks developed from
the Chin case.

Four, the community formed a pan-
ethnic organization over an ethnic-based
organization to address the Chin case and
anti-Asian violence, Although the orga-
nizers in the Chin case were largely
Chinese American, the group decided to
organize under a pan-ethnic umbrella.

Five, the Chin campaign provided an
example of Asian Pacific American orga-
nizing with tools of social change previ-
ously unavailable to the community due to
discriminatory policies (i.e. Ozawa v
Linited Stales (1922) which forbade Asian
immigrants from becoming naturalized
citizens), Political scientist Don Nakanishi
notes that "these discriminatory policies
delayed Asian Pacific American political
participation until the second and subse-
guent generations during the post-World
War H period" (Nakanishi). With these
changes and greater access to political,
legal, and educational systems, it is critical
to examine how the Asian Pacific
American community could utilize these

avenues of advocacy.
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Appendix 1-B:

i, BACKGROUND OM ANTI-ASIAN
VIOLENCE:

The three cases are a part of an evolu-
tionary movement of Asian Pacific
American political participation in general
and specifically around anti-Asian vio-
lennice. The three hate crimes were the
product of over 100 years of anti-Asian
institutional, cultural, and individual vio-
lence. In Asian Americans: An Interpretative
History, Professor Sucheng Chan classifies
the history of anti-Asian violence into
severn main categories: prejudice (i.e,
"model minority myth” and "welfare
dependents"); economic discrimination
{ie. California 1913 Alien Land Laws and
1850 Foreign Miners Tax); political disen-
franchisement (i.e. 1790 Naturalization
Law and 1922 Ozawa case}; physical vio-
lence {i.e. 1908 Live Qak, California, expul-
ston of Asian Indian farm laborers ); imimi-
gration exclusion (i.e. 1882 Chinese
Exclusion Act and 1934 Tydings-McDuffie
Act); social segregation {i.e. 1850, article
XIX of the California State Constitution
and 1933 California anti-miscegenation
laws); and incarceration (i.e. World War II
incarceration of 120,000 Japanese
Americans) (Chan, pp. 45 - 58). As each
Asian ethnic group immigrated to and set-

tled in the United States, they were con-

fronted with varying forms of anti-Asian
violence. The recent increases in anti-Asian
violence continues a pattern of over 100
years of institutional, cultural, and indi-

vidual hate violence.

Il. CAUSES OF ANTI-ASIAN VI0O-
LENCE: INTERNATIONAL AND
DOMESTIC LINKS

The nature of the United States’ rela-
tionship with Asian nations impacts
Asians in America. The United States has
an extensive history of military conflicts
against Asian countries: the 1898
Philippine War, the 1942 World War I and
postwar invelvement with Japan, the 1954
Korean War, the "cold war" with
Communist China, the Vietham war
beginning in 1962 and military involve-
ment in Southeast Asia until the mid-70's,
and most recently, the 1991 Persian Gulf
War. With the many wars against Asian
countries, the role of the "enemy” is easily
displaced onto Asian Pacific Americans.
The hostility is transferred to Asian Pacific
Americans who become the perpetual "for-
eign-enemy-other" (California Attorney
General, pp. 25-26).

Correlations between military conflicts
with Asian countries and domestic anti-
Asian violence are demonstrated by the
unconstitutional imprisonment of 120,000

people of Japanese Ancestry after the U.S.
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entered World War 11, the 1989 beating
death of Chinese American Jim Ming Hai
Loo by white men who blamed Loo for
their brothers' deaths in Vietnam, and the
anti-Arab graffiti and vandalism targeting
many Arab Americans during the 1991
Persian Gulf War {U. 5. Commission on
Civil Rights, Issues Facing Asian Amiericans,

p. 26}).

Economic Downturn

Historically, economic downturn often
leads to the scapegoating of Asian Pacific
Americans and other people of color,
Professor Sucheng Chan cites examples of
anti-Asian violence during periods of eco-
nomic crisis: "The string of arson in
California [targeting Chinese] in 1877 took
place at a time when the effects of the
depression of 1873 finally reached
California and the 1930 Watsonville riot
ftargeting Pilipinos] occurred during the
depths of the Great Depression” (Chan, p.
53).

With the end of the "Cold War," the
United States faces deficit spending, high
unemployment, and the absence of an
"evii empire” to justify its military spend-
ing. As a result, the new "evil empire,” or
scapegoat, is Japan, with its alleged "unfair
trading practices” and "buying of
America.” Newscasts in the early 1980's

showed disturbing images of "autowork-

ers and others in Detroit slamming at
Japanese-made cars with sledgehammers”
(Espiritu, p. 142). In 1982, Chinese
Ametican Vincent Chin was beaten to
death by two white maie unemployed
auto workers who yelled, "it's because of
you motherf-cking Japs that we're out of

work” {California Attorney General, p. 43).

Media Portrayal

Stereotypes, ethnic slurs, and carica-
tures abound in varying forms of media
which serve to perpetuate and perpetrate
anti-Asian viclence, For example, recent
movies such as "Mr. Baseball" and "Rising
Sun” perpetuate the the myth of Japanese
economie invasion even though most for-
eign-owned real estate is owned by British
and Dutch investors (California Attorney
General, p. 26). The myth of "Japanese
buying America” is just one end of the con-
tinuum of hate violence which ends with
physical violence.

The veiled racialized meaning of "buy
American” and the potental for physical
violence is clear., When a Southern
California elementary school teacher asked
her sixth grade class to draw what they
thought “Buy American” meant, children
drew pictures of bombs dropping and of
people kicking a man with slanted eyes:
The artwork of the 10- and 1l-year-olds

demonstrates the internalization of the
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racial implications of "Buy American” and
the powerful influence of the media in per-
petuating violence against Asians Pacific

Americans (Hayashi).

Asian Pacific American Population
Changes

Currently, Asian Pacific Americans
are the fastest growing minority group in
the United States, The total Asian Pacific
American population in the United States
has grown five times in the past three
decades, jumping from 500,000 in 1960 to
7.3 million in 1990. Studies estimate that
by the year 2050 the total Asian Pacific
American population will leap to 38.8 mil-
tion (Hatamiya, p. &).

Increasing population size translates
into greater visibility. The historical
record shows that increases in Asian
Pacific American immigration have led to
immigraton restrictions and exciusion.
Immigrants are often perceived as depriv-
ing white Americans from jobs or as bur-
dening the economy by freeloading of the
welfare system (Asian Resource
Workshop, p. 6). In April of 1991, for
example, California Governor Pete Wilson
publicly blamed the influx of Southeast
Asian refugees and other immigrants for
exacerbating the estimated $12.6 bitlion
budget deficit by relying on educational,

health, and welfare services (Chen, p.

Al18). With this current economic context
of high unemployment and dramatic
Asian Pacific American population
increases, the rapid expansion of the Asian
Pacific American community promises to
be a factor in shaping the future of race

relations and anti-Asian viclence.
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Appendix 1.C:

Methodology:

Data was gathered from both primary -

and secondary sources. Primary sources
included key informant interviews and
organizational documents. Key informant
interviews were conducted with a cross
section of people invelved in some capaci-
ty with the case studies: Asian Pacific
American organizers, Asian Pacific
American community members, hate
crimes litigators, etc. Organizational docu-
ments include newsletters, press releases,
brochures, and reports. Key informants
were identified through the snowball
method of referral. Secondary sources
included periodical articles, government
reports, journal articles, and books.
Periodical articles ranged from main-
stream {i.e. New York Times, Los Angeles
Times, San Francisco Examiner} to vernacu-
lar sources (Le. Asian Week, Pacific Citizen).
Government reports ranged from federal
(i.e. U.S. Civil Rights Commission) and
state {i.e. California Attorney General), to

local (ie. City Council).

Case Study Selection

After a general review of anti-Asian
violence cases from 1980 until 1992, the
three case studies were selected because

they highlighted different aspects of the

same criteria -- ethnicity of victims, socio-
economic class of Asian Pacific American
community and general community, type
of mobilization, and ethnic structure of
organizing. Although generalizing from
only three case studies does have con-
straints, the in-depth analysis of three cases

will hopefully counterbalance these limits.

Terminology

Throughout the paper, "Asian Pacific
American” is used as a general pan-ethnic
term to refer to all Asian ethnic groups.

The terms "hate crimes” and "hate vio-
lence” are not used interchangeably. "Hate
violence” refers to violence perpetrated at
the institutional level (i.e. World War I
incarceration of 120,000 people of Japanese
Ancestry), cultural level (i.e. movie por-
trayals), and individual level (i.e. verbal
racial epithets yelled by one person to
another). In addition, "hate violence”
encompasses both verbal and physicai vio-
lence and is perceived as a product of
pelitical, economic, and social dislocations.

"Hate crimes” is considered a subset of
hate violence and refers to a narrow legal
definition. According to California
statutes, hate crimes are defined as "acts of
violence, harassment or property damage
motivated by prejudice due to the victim's
race, color, sex, national origin, refigion, or

sexual orientaton” (State Bar of California).
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